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Among Good Books . . 


THE THOMAS MORE has THE BEST 


Below are a few of them. Simply check the titles you wish, and send this 
list to THE THOMAS MORE with your remittance. 


For That Special Person 
(Bishop, President, Provincial, Pastor) 


The Sculpture of Ivan Mestrovic 

Finest Catholic art since Middle Ages 

____Three Mystics, by J. M. deBruno, O.D.C. 
El Greco, John of the Cross, Teresa of 
Avila 

____.The Old Testament, Vol. I, trans. by 
Ronald Knox 

_____ The Divine Comedy, blank verse with 
Dore drawings 

____Vision of Fatima, 
by Thomas McGlynn, O.P.........ssssesessesee 2.50 
Experiences of a renowned sculptor at 
Fatima 

_____ Philosophy of Religion, Msgr. Sheen’s 
greatest 


Unusual Choices for Unusual People 


_____Joan of Arc, adapted from the film, with 
many “action frames” starring Ingrid 
Bergman 2.95 
___The Guest Room Book, assembled by 
Frank Sheed 
____The Mass in Slow Motion, by Ronald 
a 2.50 
____Art and Faith, letters between Maritain, 
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_____ Poems of Gerard Manley Hopkins, 
3rd ed. enlarged 
____The Seven Miracles of Gubbio, 
by R. L. Bruchberger, O.P..............00:000+ 1.50 
Charming legend of St. Francis and 
the wolf 
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by Thomas Merton 
The most sensational convert story since 
St. Augustine 

___._Young Mr. Newman, by Maisie Ward 
New materials enrich story of Road to 
Rome 
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gogue 

.____The Incredible Crosby, by Barry Ulanov 
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-___Father DeSmet, by Helene Magaret 
(reprinting) 

___.George Washington, by Douglas S. 
Freeman, Vols. I & II, boxed 
Definite biography, fascinating reading 
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____.The Heart of the Matter, 
by Graham Greene 
__—The Deer Cry, by William G. Schofield 
(St. Patrick) 
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(Mary Stuart) 
____The Unknown Sea, by Francois Mauriac 
__The Parish and the Hill, 
by Mary Doyle Curran 
____Lace Curtain, by Ellin Berlin 
____Late Have I Loved Thee, 
by Ethel Mannin 
_____Diary of a Country Priest, 
by Georges Bernanos (reprint) 
Cry, the Beloved Country, by Alan Paton 4 
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BOOK CLUB PAGE 


Whether for good or ill, great in- 
terest centers on the monthly selec- 
tis of the various book clubs— 
of which there are now so many that 
most readers have lost count. 

Naturally, not all book club sclec- 
tions are good. Some of them are 
mediocre, or worse, and some are posi- 
tively bad. 

There has been a change since book 
dubs were originated, the original 
purpose being to get rid of left-overs, 
or unsalable titles by offering bar- 
gains in some form. The better clubs 
now distribute meritorious books, and 
several of the larger clubs sell so 
many that they can afford to spend 
millions of dollars in advertising. 
Other clubs, it would appear, distri- 
bute the books on which they can give 
price reductions on titles they have 
bought at close-out prices. Still others 
mix things up a bit, with part of each. 

There doesn’t seem to be much 
question about one particular point— 
namely, that the ad-writers are fre- 
quently much more artful and clever 
than the authors they extol. Neverthe- 
less, there are meritorious offerings if 
one has the time to search them out. 

Fair Trade Practice Act 

Many people, it seems, do not know 
that cut prices on ‘‘protected’’ books 
is prohibited by law. Dealers can 
(and have been) fined heavily for 
selling books at a discount. Not all 
publishers ‘‘protect’’ their books, but 
those who do so can extend the per- 
iod during which their books must not 
be sold at less than list prices. 

Book Clubs Exempt 

Libraries are exempted from the 
discount provision, and so also are 
book clubs. In fact, that is one of the 
reasons why clubs exist. If an indi- 
vidual signs an agreement to buy at 
least four books in a year’s time, the 
dub can give him an allowance with- 
out infracting the law. 

Similarly, libraries may receive al- 
lowances because the librarian is not 
buying the book for his own use; and 
ils because libraries are not pre- 
sumed to be buying but one book at 
atime. 

_ Incidentally, the clamor against giv- 
ng “‘library’’ discounts on single- 
py orders continues unabated. 
Shipping one book at a time and al- 
lowing a discount has bankrupted 
many dealers, and with the rising cost 
of rent, clerical help, and transporta- 
n, will soon ruin many others. 


No Sales Before Publication 


The larger clubs usually send out 
books very soon after publication 
date. Dealers often receive their ship- 
ments of stock before the release date 
set by the publisher, but are under 
agreement not to deliver the books 
until publication date, although at 
times unethical dealers will do so. 

Some book clubs, however, under 
their contracts, are not allowed to 
make shipments until three months to 
six months after publication. Natur- 
ally, in such eases, clubs find it easier 
to get lower prices on books that are 
six months old, or older, and conse- 
quently, can sell at lower prices. 

Special Book Page 

Because of the publicity given to 
selections of numerous clubs there is 
a natural curiosity on the part of 
many readers as to the value or merit 
of such books. In our Excerpt columns 
we have been showing the names of 
some of the best known clubs, but 
hereafter, we are going to attempt to 
arrange a special page to which read- 
ers may turn to find the reviews or 
appraisals of leading club selections. 

We trust that readers will find this 
helpful. 





Only the Beginning 


By George 8. Benson in 
“‘Looking Ahead” 


Some of the people supporting pro- 
posed ‘‘federal aid’’ to education 
bills admit frankly that these repre- 
sent only a beginning. Once the prin- 
ciple had been adopted, they say, in- 
creasing amounts could be expected. 
Those acquainted with the way fed- 
eral projects grow and grow and 
grow, would naturally expect this to 
happen. Within a decade the federal 
government would be carrying the 
chief burden of public education. 

Is this bad? Just to suggest the 
idea is to show the danger. Decisions 
of policy for public education would 
be made on the national level. After 
such nationalization of the public 
schools, it would be easy to obtain 
legislation requiring all students to 
attend public schools for ‘‘national 
indoctrination’? purposes. This is 
exactly the type of thing we decry in 
Russia. 

These were the methods that made 
millions of school children just like 
Hitler and Mussolini wanted them. . . 


<= 
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Free Book Lists 


now available from 


THE THOMAS MORE 
BOOK SHOP 


220 W. Madison Si. 
Chicago 6, IIl. 


The following special lists 
containing a selected group of 
the best books and a short an- 
notation of each title are now 
available: 


Basic Books for a Parish Library 
Tested Titles on Marriage 

A List for Lay Philosophers. 

A Bibliography of Saints 

Books for Catholic Children 


A Selection of Fall (1948) Juve- 
niles 


Books on Our Lord & Our Lady 
Spiritual Reading for Everyman 








‘Send for your lists now. 








No two ways about it, federal aid 
would mean undesirable federal con- 
trols. .. 


Political Spoils 

I would look upon the nationaliza- 
tion of American education, which 
could be expected to follow federal 
aid bills, as a decisive step in the de- 
velopment of a totalitarian state. 
Should America nationalize her edu- 
cation, it is my conviction that full 
nationalization of industry, distribu- 
tion, and agriculture would follow 
within a generation. . . 

Two years after England started 
nationalizing her industries she was 
forced to vote power to the govern- 
ment to tell her citizens where to 
work and what to do! We want none 
of this. But, if we nationalize educa- 
tion through so-called federal aid, we 
will get all of these ills and more! 





LABOR AND SOCIAL 
ACTION NOTES 
Catholic Social Action 
John F. Cronin, 8.8. Bruce, $3.50 


Excellent ‘‘ guide and manual for social ac- 
tion.’’? To be reviewed in next issue. 


Our New Labor Policy 
Fred A. Hartley, Jr. Funk, $2.85 


Behind-the-seenes story of the Taft-Hartley 
Act. Forward by Senator Robert A. Taft. 
Includes the complete text of the Act. 





124 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 





SOME NEW BOOKS 


Awaiting Review 


Fiction 
Angelo’s Wife 

Virginia Myers Bobbs, $3 
Romance in missionary California. 
Blood of the Martyrs 

Naomi Mitchison Whit, $3.50 
Romans vs. early Christians. 
Bride of Fortune 

Harnett T. Kane DD, $3 
Mrs. Jeff Davis (postponed to Jan.) 
Catalina: A Romance 

W. Somerset Maugham DD, $3 
Blasphemous parody on Cath. Spain. 
Diary of a Country Priest 

Georges Bernanos Mae, $3.50 
Reprint Cath. classic. 
Late Have I Loved Thee 

Ethel Manmin Putnam, $3 
A prose ‘‘Hound of Heaven.’’ 
Laughter from Downstairs 

Czenzi Ormond F-S, $2.75 
Cath. Czech family in Northwest. 
The Quest for Love of Lao Lee 


Lau Shaw HB, $3 
Author ‘‘Rickshaw Boy’’ ponders 
divoree. 

Roanoke Hundred 


Inglis Fletcher Bobbs, $3.50 
Elizabethans in Virginia. 
The Running of the Tide 

Esther Forbes (BOTM) 
Salem’s salad days. 
The Scarlet Cockerel 

Gerald Lagard Morrow, $3.50 
Technicolored Civil War piece. 
Seraph on the Suwanee 

Zora Neale Hurston Scribner, $3 
Southern novel with folk-tale flavor. 
Sir and Brother 

Harry Lee A-C, $3 
Labor-union background. 
Something Gleamed 

Theda Kenyon Messner, $3 
Brilliant Rev. War episode. 
Walk in Darkness 

Hans Hobe Putnam, $3 
Negro GI finds race-justice in Ger- 
many. 
The Wild Country 

Lowis Bromfield Harper, $2.79 
Sex-preoceupied ; behavioristic. 


Theology-Philosophy 


The Faith Makes Sense 

John C. Heenan S & W, $3 
Imaginary letters about the Church. 
Reflections on Teresa of Avila. 
The King Uncrowned 

Michael O’Carroll, C.S.Sp. 

Newman, $2.50 

‘‘A study of St. Joseph’’. 


H M, $4 


The Mass of the Future 

Gerald Ellard, S.J. Bruce, $4 
Recommends some stunning changes. 
Our Lady of Knock 

William D. Coyne 
Irish apparitions of Mary. 
Philosophy of Religion 

Fulton J. Sheen (TMBC) A-C, $5 
‘*Relationship between . . . reason and 
religion’’, 
Psalms & Canticles of the Breviary 

R. J. Foster Newman, $3.75 
For vivifying breviary-reading. 
Three Mystics 

Father Bruno, O.D.C. S& W, $8 
El Greco, John of the Cross, Teresa 
of Avila. 
Thy Light and Thy Truth 

Robert Nash, S.J. Newman, $2.50 
Meditation following ‘‘Send Forth 
Thy Light.’’ 
Vision of Fatima 

Thomas McGlynn, O.P. (TMBC) 

LB, $2.50 

Sculptor’s story of Fatima. 


Arts and Letters 
A Chilmark Miscellany 


CBP, $2.50 


Van Wyck Brooks Dutton, $4.50 
Reflections of a critic. 
Glee-Wood 

Margaret Williams S& W, $5 


Anthology Middle-English writing. 
Joan of Arc 
Maxwell Anderson & 

Andrew Solt Sloane, $2.95 
Action frames & script from new film. 
The Heresy of Courtly Love 

Alexander J, Denomy, C.8.B. 

MeMullen, $1.50 

For de Rougemont & d’Arcy readers. 
How to Keep from Growing Old 

Gaar Williams Rand MeNally, $2 
Treasurable cartoons from Chi. Trib. 
Immortal Diamond 

ed. Norman Weyand, S.J. S&W, $5 
Jesuit symposium on poet Hopkins. 
Laird’s Promptory 


Charlton Laird Holt, $4.95 
New-type book of Synonyms. 
Meredith 


Siegfried Sassoon Viking, $3.50 
Biography neglected English novelist. 
Alice Meynell Centenary Tribute 

ed. Terence Connolly, S.J. 

B-H, $2.25 
Three essays & bibliography. 
Midwest Heritage 

John Drury Wyn, $5 

Mid-American history in pictures. 
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New Irish Poets 

ed. Devin A. Garrity D-A, $3.50 
Supplements ‘‘1000 Years of Irish 
Poetry’’. 
Opera Quiz Book 

Milligan & Souvain Wyn, $2 
Based on ‘‘Met’s’’ entr’acte broad- 
casts. 
Play of St. George 

John Masefield 
Modern blank-verse allegory. 
St. Nicholas Anthology 

ed. H. 8. Commager Random, $5 
The best from St. Nicholas magazine, 
Shakespeare's Producing Hand 

Richard Flatter Norton, $3 
Marks of Expression studied. 
The 26 Letters 

Oscar Ogg Crowell, $3.50 
Story of our printed characters. 










Mae, $2 















General Non-Fiction 


As Luck Would Have It 

Otto Eisenschiml Bobbs, $8 
Quirks of fortune in Civil War. 
At the End of the Santa Fe Trail 

Sr. Blandina Segale Bruce, $3 
Memoir Sister-missioner in Rockies. 
Catholic Social Action 

John F. Cronin, S.J. Bruce, $3.50 
Progress & problems today. 
Chance and Symbol 

Richard F. Hertz 
Philosophizes on fortune. 
Crusade in Europe 

D. D. Eisenhower 
The much-anticipated memoir. 
The Diary of Pierre Laval 

intro. Josee Laval Seribner, $3.50 
Sheds light on European debacle. 
Economic Factors of Delinqueltcy 

Cletus Dirksen, C.PP.S. Bruce, #2 
Important for youth workers, 
The Failure of Technology 

F. G. Juenger Regnery, $2.75 
Suppressed by Nazis; important to 
day. 
Great Saints 

Walter Nigg Regnery, $4.1 
Chapter studies by Swiss Protestant. 
Last Chance 

(A symposium) Beacon, $2.50 
Includes Daniel-Rops, Picard, Sturm. 
A Man Called White 

Walter White Viking, $3.75 
Autobiog. great Negro leader. 
New World Atlas 

Matthews-Northrup World, 50¢$! 
Clear, vivid 1948 maps & data. 
Ordeal by Fire : 

Fletcher Pratt Sloane, $ 
Reprint good one-vol. hist. Civil War 
Religious Orders in England 

Dom David Knowles — Maz, $8. 


Scholarly mediaeval study. 
(Continued on next page) 













U. Chi, $3 






DD, $ 
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Literary Slumming 


Life” Writer Goes On Record 
Against Sewer-realism 


Just when every Catholic has 
reached his crest of indignation at the 
Luce publications and is busy cancel- 
ling his subscription to any or all 
three of them, their indestructible edi- 
tors by some inspired or caleulated 


timing produce another article—this 
time so right that Catholies find them- 
selves not only agreeing with it but 
feeling very grateful for it. 

Such is the editorial from an Aug- 
ust Life entitled ‘‘Fiction in the 
U. S.’’. Using as springboard the fact 
that The Naked and the Dead, ‘‘a vol- 
uminous compendium of eloquent GI 
bitching and profanity’’, is a national 
best-seller, the writer examines the 
two trends of American fiction—one 
towards re-creation of the past in his- 
torical novels, the other to ‘‘literary 
summing’’, which depicts only the 
ugly, obscene, nasty facets of Ameri- 
ean life, to the exclusion of its more 
appealing qualities, and results in 
monotony, moral breakdown, and po- 
tential sterility of the creative pro- 
cess. 

“Once upon a time,”’ the editoria! 
concludes, ‘‘we had a literary tradi- 
tion which accepted life as infinitely 
variable and complex. . . The point 
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has been made that modern life has 
been toned down by mechanization to 
the monotony and fear represented 
by the current brand of U.S. realism. 
But one hardly needs to wait upon a 
survey by Dr. Gallup to know that 
this does not comprise the whole 
truth.* What we need is some novelist 
with the ability to transcend the 
slumming convention, to recreate the 
variety of America anew. He will need 
courage to defy a trend and return to 
a richer tradition, but if and when he 


comes he will find his audience 
ready-made. ’’ 


Well said, indeed !—And this from 
the same periodical that stepped-up 
the non-book-club sale of Raintree 
County by printing a more-or-less in- 
nocent excerpt from this largely 
lecherous book. Life and Life are 
alike ‘‘variable and complex. . .’’ 


An Analogy 


Incidentally, what Life posits of 
secular fiction might also be posited 
analogously of that special genre 
known as ‘‘Catholic’’ fiction. It seems 
temperamentally almost impossible 
for any first-rate Catholic artist to 
write any way but indirectly, oblique- 
ly, of representative Catholicism. In 
good Catholic fiction, usually the ra- 
tio is heavily in favor of characters 
and situations so uncommon and 
problematical that they demand de- 
liberate exercise of qualification on 
the part of the reader. They do not 
give the whole truth, the whole pic- 
ture of the Catholic world. 

That is why, in the opinion of some 
serious thinkers, such excellent novels 
as The Heart of the Matter can be 
confusing and discouraging to both 
non-Catholies and defectively in- 
structed Catholics. Such novels treat 
of a ease of spiritual neurosis or psy- 
chosis, and immediately most of the 
readers, and a good share of critics, 
decide that the author is speaking de 
fide, that this is the Church and this 
is the Catholic—an unfair inferenve 
but an inevitable one. It is a problem 
that is far from solution at this writ- 


ing. 


*See Robert Louis Stevenson’s comment 
on ‘‘partiality’’ elsewhere in this issue. 


—M. E. E. 








| The only 
complete 


edition of the 
POEMS OF 

Gerard 
Manley 


Hopkins 


Incorporating the original se- 
lection, Preface, and Notes by 
ROBERT BRIDGES. In a 


new, enlarged, completely re- 
vised THIRD EDITION with 
new notes and a biographical 
introduction by W. H. GARD- 
NER. 


In addition to. all the material in 
the original editions, this new 
THIRD EDITION contains hith- 
erto unpublished poems, early 
verses and fragments, the most 
complete edition of the well- 
loved poems of this great Catholic 
poet. 


_ $3.50 at all bookstores 








OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
114 Fifth Avenue, 


New York 11 











Increased Book Postage 


The pound rate for postage on 
books was doubled under a new bill 
passed at 3 a.m. Sunday, June 20, 
effective Jan. 1, 1949. 

The original bill provided for in- 
ereased pay for postal employees. A 
rider was attached later, calling for an 
inerease in the postage rate. 





The Road to Reason 

Lecomte du Nouy L G, $3.59 
Anti-materialistic argument. 
The Shame of the States 


Albert Deutsch H B, $2.75 
Exposes state mental hospitals. 


We're All in It 
Eric Johnston Dutton, $2.75 
How Mr. U. S. Citizen is involved. 


The Whole of Their Lives 
Benjamin Gitlow Scribner, $3.50 
Communism in America, 
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NEW FICTION 
Life In a City of the Dead 


The Sky Is Red 


Giuseppe Berto (tr. Angus Davidson) 
ND, $3.50 


Reviewed by C. J. McNeill. 


It seemed senseless that bombs should 
fall on this quiet city in the north of 
Italy. But the bombs were dropping 
just the same, and they left death 
wherever they fell. In some areas, the 
destruction was so complete that no 
attempt was made even to dig out the 
dead. 


When the fires died down, crews of 
weary men went through the ruins 
and spread great quantities of disin- 
fectants. Then they put barbed wire 
around these cities of the dead, posted 
signs to warn the people away, and 
left the dead to the worms and the 
rodents and the wreckage. 

It was forbidden to go to the cities 
of the dead. But some people had 
nowhere else to go, and so they lived 
like outlaws among the ruins that 
buried their loved ones. So it was 
with teen-aged Tullio and Daniele, 
Carla and Giulia. Life among the 
dead was a hopeless struggle—not for 
happiness (that was too much even to 
dream about) but simply for food. 

Tullio, tough leader of a ‘‘Com- 
munist’’ gang of boys, knew how to 
steal and how to shoot. Carla, a pretty 
wanton, could sell her body—and did. 
Giulia, shy, sensitive, and tubercular, 
at least could cook the food and sweep 
the floor. From them Daniele learned 
how to live the hopeless life of war’s 
most helpless victims. 

This first novel by a young Italian 
officer who spent three years as a 
prisoner-of-war in the United States 
is a shocking and heart-breaking book. 
Hunger hangs on every paragraph. 
The smell of death rises from every 
page. In despair after the death of 
Tullio who had been his friend and 
Giulia who had been his love, Daniele 
lowered himself to death beneath the 
wheels of the train on which he had 
hopped a ride to get away from it all. 

Before Daniele dropped to his 
death, he carefully tossed his clothes 
out of the boxcar so that they might 
warm some other wretched boy. 
Daniele’s stripping himself to help 
others is symbolic, I suppose, of all 
the author believes in—love for his 
fellow-man. There can be no doubt 
of the goodness and sincerity of his 


love for mankind. But his is a hope- 
less humanitarianism. In it there 
seems to be no place for the love of 
God and, therefore, no cogent reason 
for loving the sons and daughters of 
men. 

I have said this is a shocking book. 
The suffering of the children would 
be enough, but the author has marred 
his story with a needless stress on sex 
at its most sordid. The seduction of 
Daniele by the wanton Carla is as 
vicious as anything in James T. Far- 
rell’s works. The love of Daniele and 
Giulia, portrayed as tender young ro- 
manee, is in cold fact the mating of 
two bewildered and frightened chil- 
dren. 

The publisher hails The Sky Is Red 
as ‘‘one of the most important, and 
certainly one of the most beautiful 
books of the year . . . at once tender 
in its sentiment and starkly realis- 
tic.’’ It is true that the essential mes- 
sage is important, and there is a 
strange beauty in its writing. The 
novel has many of the same qualities 
that made Italian films like ‘‘Open 
City’’ and ‘‘Shoe Shine’’ truly great 
movies. 

I wish I could recommend The Sky 
Is Red to everyone, but this is a book 
to be taken up only by the serious 
adult with a strong stomach. Some- 
times I think we Americans need to 
be shocked into sympathy for our 
fellow-man—a sympathy that, for 
every person who goes by the name 
of Christian, should be automatic. If 
widely read, Berto’s work could pro- 
vide that shock. It could teach a les- 
son to those of us who still grumble 
about ‘‘all the money we’re pouring 


into that rat-hole of Europe.”’ 





They Who Love 


Faith Baldwin Rinehart, $2.50 


They Who Love comprises four short 
stories about love. Of the four, ‘‘In- 
visible Key’’ is the best. The char- 
acters are better drawn, the treatment 
and conclusions more realistic. 

Undoubtedly these stories have pop- 
ular appeal, but they provide little 
entertainment, lack conviction, and 
are the essence of superficiality. 


—Coletta P. Duncan 
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Prophetic Drama 


of Race Tensions 


Intruder in the Dust 
William Faulkner RH, $3.0 
Reviewed by Rev. Nelson W. 
Logal. 


This novel plunges into the muddy 
waters of our racial problem. The 
author probes the conscience of the 
South, and he unfolds the Southem 
‘‘point of view’’ with deep under. 
standing. 


He does not try to justify that con. 
science, but he does explain the point 
of view. He passionately affirms that 
racial justice will come only in time, 
born out of the degradation, suffer. 
ing, and eventual maturity of both 
black and white. He protests against 
blundering attempts to solve so deep 
a moral problem of historic huma 
relationships through the avenues of 
civil legislation. 

In a voice throbbing with prophecy, 
he warns us of the possible doom that 
hangs over our country if wisdom is 
violated by rash and premature sur 
face remedies. Racial justice must bk 
a thing of the clock, not of the polie 
court. 


A Mature Faulkner 


Such is the weighty messag 
wrapped up in this tight and tens 
story of a murder, the false accus- 
tion of a Negro, and the desperate ef: 
forts of three white persons to dit 
cover the true facts which will save 
the Negro from a lynching mob. 


If the reader finds strength to bear 
with the ‘‘new look’’ of Faulkner’ 
narrative style and sentence strut 
ture, he will be rewarded in story ani 
theme. The sentences are interminable 
—a fact which is often confusing and 
almost always irritating. But the 


have a haunting, evocative, and hyp 
notice power. The characters at 
splashed against the pages in th 
manner of billboard figures rathet 
than of portraits. The thematic at 
is deftly ground. 

Intruders in the Dust brings us! 
more mature Faulkner, Only the dus 
of his earlier cynicism remains. He 
more positive than he was in the 
He even finds place for hope in bs 
heart. And so he has given us one of 
his best stories. He propounds a them 
that must at least be considered. 
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| Cynics All 


All Your Idols 


Harry Sylvester Holt, $3.50 


Reviewed by Sister M. Philippa, 
B.V.M., Ph.D., Department of 
English, Clarke College, Du- 
buque. 
Of the fourteen short stories that 
comprise Harry Sylvester’s All Your 
Idols, one concerns a nun, another a 
priest, a third a middle-aged laborer ; 
but nearly every story in the collec- 
tio contains a cynical young man or 
two, only faintly individualized by 
variation in plot and setting. 


The title story is somewhat disap- 
pointing, for the young American 
priest who destroys a pseudo-miracu- 
lous statue, seems as confused about 
the doctrine of the Church regarding 
veneration of images as the anti- 
clerical General himself, It is difficult, 
also, to understand the priest’s ten- 
tative condonation of the General’s 
anti-clericalism as justified by the 
event, since the fraudulent miracle 
had been perpetrated by a couple of 
mserupulous laymen on _ peasants 
long deprived by persecution of reg- 
war priestly ministration and in- 
struction. 

Sylvester excels in scenes of action. 
The soccer game in ‘‘The Return of 
Grande Williams,’’ the football serim- 
mage in ‘‘This Thing the Spirit,’’ the 
bird hunt in ‘‘An Evening Hawk’”’ 
are all described with verve and pre- 
cision. The bull-fighting scenes in 
“Beautifully and Bravely’’ equal 
those in Hemingway’s ‘‘The Unde- 
feated’’ for color, variety, and skill 
in technical exposition, but the hu- 
man drama in Sylvester’s story is 
weak and inconclusive. 

One misses in this collection the 
full-bodied characterization of which 
Powers is master, the inevitability of 
his denouements, the adequacy of his 
motivation, the individualized ap- 
propriateness of his dialogue. Syl- 
vester’s characters are usually so 
sketehily drawn that the reader loses 
Interest in what happens to them, or 
at least misses its full ironie impact. 
Grande Williams, for instance, in 
“The Return of Grande Williams,’ 
neither great enough to be a tragic 

re nor impotent enough to be 
pathetic. His death at the hands of 
a Rio Grande guard has the incon- 
sequence of a news item. Here, as 
ewhere, Sylvester over-sentimen- 
lalizes his material. The style in ‘‘The 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


Injun Summer 


... The day on which I left Oswesty 

. was a day of golden sunshine 
amongst the closing days of Novem- 
ber. . . It was a day belonging to a 
brief and pathetic season of farewell 
summer resurrection, which, under 
one name or other, is known almost 
everywhere. In North America it is 
called the ‘‘Indian Summer’’. . . It is 
that last brief resurrection of summer 
in its most brilliant memorials, a 
resurrection that has no root in the 
past, nor steady hold in the future, 
like the lambent and fitful g'eams 
from an expiring lamp, mimicking 
what is called the ‘‘lightning before 
death’’ in sick patients, when close 
upon their end. 


There is the feeling of a conflict 
that has been going on between the 
lingering powers of summer and the 
strengthening powers of winter, not 
unlike that which moves by antagon- 
ist forees in some deadly inflamma- 
tion hurrying forwards through fieree 
struggles into the final repose of mor- 
tification. For a time the equilibrium 
has been maintained between the hos. 
tile forees; but at last the antagon- 
ism is over-thrown; the victory is ae- 
complished for the powers that fight 
on the side of death; simultaneously 
with the conflict, the pain of conflict 
has departed; and thence forward 
the gentle process of collapsing life, 
no longer fretted by counter-move- 
ments, slips away with holy peace into 
the noiselessness of the Infinite. So 
sweet, so ghostly, in its soft, golden 
smiles, silent as a dream, and quiet as 
the dying trance of a saint, faded 
through all its stages this departing 
day, along the whole length of which 
I bade farewell for many a year to 
Wales, and farewell to summer. . . 

—Thomas De Quincey, in ‘‘ Confes- 

sions of an English Opium- 
Eater’? (p. 139, Every- 
man Edition) 


ay 

Return,’’ as in most of the other 
stories in this collection, is undistin- 
guished, and the dialogue lacks per- 
sonal idiom. 

_ It is a subject of regret to the re- 
viewer that one of Sylvester’s cynical 
young men should have directed his 
iconoclasm against such a popular 
American idol as Knute Rockne, who 
is undoubtedly ‘‘The Swede’’ de- 
throned in the second story of All 
Your Idols. 
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An Eminent Victorian 


The Washbournes of Otterley 
Humphrey Pakington Norton, $3.00 
Reviewed by J. Byrne, English 
Faculty, Northwestern Univer- 
sity. 

A new venture in historical romance, 
this is a thoroughly delightful story 
of the landed gentry of Victorian 
England. It is a new venture, in that 
the characters are permitted to lead 
their own lives without the exhorta- 
tion of the author, and new in the 
sense that the novel is free of the 
usual encumbrance of stock character 
and stock response. 

A quiet but deliberate animation 
pervades the work, which is by turns 
broadly humorous, gently ironic. 

Intentional or otherwise, there is a 
compelling parallel between the fic- 
tional Lady Washbourne and the his- 
toric Queen Victoria. Each is pos- 
sessed of the same doughty tempera- 
ment and benevolent despotism. The 
revolt against matriarchal convention 
which hastens Lady Washbourne’s 
death is essentially the same revolt 
that heralded the 20th century. 


Cape Cod Idyll 


Long After Summer 
Robert Nathan 
Reviewed by Anne Cyr. 


This latest novel from the prolific pen 
of Robert Nathan is a light, airy, 
delicately wrought piece, written in 
the first person, with the author's 
home on Cape Cod the locale. 

Johanna, 14-year-old orphan, comes 
to the home of her ‘‘cousin,’’ Josie 
Perrera, and Manuel her husband— 
a cold, taciturn couple. The child 
finds little welcome. 

The narrator, a bachelor of 40, is 
attracted by the lonely child and be- 
friends her. She meets the son of a 
local lobsterman, and the two spend 
the long summer days together. The 
boy is drowned in a storm at sea, and 
Johanna is inconsolable. Her mind 
becomes affected, and the sands of 
time run backward for her. She is 
again befriended by the narrator, who 
realizes that he is in love with her. 
She is helped also by Father Dowdy, 
whose pithy remarks (delivered, one 
is certain, in a nice, rich brogue) do 
much to enliven the book. 

The story is written with a high 
degree of sensitivity, skill and under- 
standing. Falling like sudden shadow 
across the pages is the author’s vague 
and gloomy philosophy regarding the 
hereafter. 


Knopf, $2.00 
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All Is Seared with Trade 


The Three Brothers 
Michael McLaverty Mae, $3.00 
Reviewed by Rev. J. C. Lehane, 
C.M., De Paul University. 


This short novel is the story of the 
three Caffrey brothers in northern 
Ireland in recent times. 

They are John, Belfast shopkeeper, 
the most admirable of the three ; Rob- 
ert, also a shopkeeper, in the little 
town of Monabeg, County Antrine, 
but a miser and a Serooge; and ‘‘D. 
J.,’’ the wild one, the black sheep, 
who keeps no dry goods shop, but 
drinks and gambles, and sings ‘‘The 
Last Rose of Summer”’ as sweetly as 
John McCormack himself. 

But there is something far deeper 
and finer to this little book than the 
mere mechanies of the plot. 

A reviewer cannot do justice to the 
author’s masterly, yet restrained and 
selective, manner of portraying the 
conflicting family loyalties among the 
brothers: the religious-minded John, 
the selfish Robert, and ‘‘D.J.,’’ 
shrewd despite his surface carelesness. 

Then there is the trouble that 
John’s imaginative daughter, Anne, 
has with the principal at school, and 
Anne’s fight against narrow, conven- 
tional education. There is Anne’s 
grief when she finds out that her 





For ‘‘Treasure Island’’ Fans 


Black Ivory 
Norman Collins DS&P, $2.50 


Reviewed by Rev. J. J. Hooy- 

boer, C.8S.C., University of Port- 

land (Oregon). 
Morally, this book is without rc- 
proach. There is not a word in it that 
a maiden aunt would be afraid to 
read aloud. Black Ivory is filled with 
action—sailing ships, daring esca- 
pades, blood and storm—if you like 
that sort of thing, with melodramatic 
license. 

The title belies the content, and the 
big secret (?) that slaves are the 
eargo is puckishly withheld for 160 
pages. The action—set in the 1820’s 
—leans on implausible encounters 
and stock props. The characterization 
runs the gamut of rugged individuals, 
but is never deep. 

Adventure-loving, comic-book-bred 
youngsters may revel in it (and it 
won’t hurt them), but older readers 
may feel that the quaintness of 1827 
intended by the author has been 
missed a mile. The author of Dul- 
cimer Street seems to have written 
this one in a hurry. 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


brother, Frank, has been frequenting 
the tavern rather than the university. 

McLaverty can make the ambitions 
and and frustrations of a middle-class 
family a matter of deep, personal in- 
terest to the reader. 


The ending, however, may have 
been done with an eye to American 
readers and publishers. One expects 
the romance to end happily, but to 
present the complete reform of way- 
ward brother Frank is to pile the 
happiness almost Hollywood high. 


McLaverty writes beautifully and 
with feeling for the charm of the 
countryside where dwell his very real, 
and very Irish, characters; in them 
the basic human problems play as pro- 
found a part as in the great folk of 
the earth. 


All in all, a superior Catholic novel. 


Water Power Conflict 


The Cleft Rock 
Alice Tisdale Hobart Bobbs, $3.00 
Reviewed by Olga M. Peterson, 
librarian, University of Saint 
Thomas, Houston. 
The Cleft Rock is a story with a social 
message that suffers from a lack of 
elarity in the author’s approach to 
the problem, its causes and possible 
solution. 


The struggle between conflicting in- 
terests in California over government 
control of water is the theme. The 
conflict is embodied within the ranks 
of one family which numbers among 
its members supporters both of big 
business and of the small farmer. The 
plot sets one element against the 
other to provide dramatic and roman- 
tie interest, but the result is unsatis- 
factory. 

Characters who should be interest- 
ing are irritating instead, because 
their actions grow out of an obvious 
need to further the plot rather than 
from believable traits in their natures. 
They exist only in relation to their 
interest in the water question, and 
even then without dimensions. 

The reader is hard put to it to 
recognize the climax, if there is any, 
since the book seems to end in mid- 
air. The conflict between might and 
right is not resolved. The plot cul- 
minates only in feeble suggestions for 
the future. The Cleft Rock is a poor 
successor to Oil for the Lamps of 
China, similar to it only in general 
type. 
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Adventure Yarn 
Gone Wrong 


Storm and Echo 
Frederic Prokosch Doubleday, $3.09 
Reviewed by Rev. Leo A. Pursley. 


As you begin this story, you think: 
Here is a good adventure yarn with 
all the old reliable ingredients—jup. 
g'e trails, savages, wild beasts. But a 
few pages further, you find yourself 
saying: What a revolting develop. 
ment! 

The story has wandered off the nar. 
rative route into a hodgepodge of 
anthropological data, mainly details 
of the sexual habits of primitive 
tribes, with pseudo-mystical over. 
tones concerned with man’s pursuit 
of such elusive things as fame, power, 
love, peace—all somehow symbolized 
by the vast, dark, brooding continent 
of Africa and a distant, inaccessible, 
magic mountain. 

It must be said that the author has 
an unusual gift of language, especial. 
ly strong language. It assails you 
senses, particularly your nose, at 
every turn, but it does little to stir 
your imagination, stimulate you 
mind, satisfy your emotions. 

The odd device of naming each of 
the 40 chapters after some form of 
animal life—bees, butterflies, baboons, 
bulls—suggests the level of moral con- 
duet on the part of most of the human 
characters. There may have been 
several reasons for writing this book. 
I can’t think of a single good reasm 
for reading it. 





Technicolored Future? 


Light in the Sky 


Agatha Young RH, $3.00 


Light in the Sky is the story of @ 
street-making family in Cleveland 
shortly after the Civil War. 

The book is filled with unpleasant, 
immoral people, who break all the 
rules of God and man to accomplish 
their ambitions. The few character 
who are not like that are not strong 
enough to redeem either the story 
the reader’s interest. 

The author has a constructive ides 
with her labor-management them, 
but touched so lightly on it that ot 
feels she didn’t wish to pursue a col 
troversial topic. The rest of the stor 
seems to have been written with 
hope that it might be selected for! 
technicolored future. 


—M.X. D. Reichmann 
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Romance of 
New York’s Aqueduct 


Big Freeze 
Bellamy Patridge Crowell, $2.75 


Reviewed by Marie Butler Coffey 


If you like your history sugar-coated, 
you will enjoy Big Freeze, for it is 
primarily the story of the building of 
Croton reservoir and aqueduct in New 
York City in 1832. 

The author vividly pictures the Big 
(ity of the eighteen-hundreds, brings 
to life many famous men of that era 
—Horace Greeley, James Fenimore 
Cooper, William Cullen Bryant, to 
name a few—and even describes in 
charming detail costumes worn by the 
ladies at parties, p!ays and pageants. 

All such facts are graphically re- 
lated, but there is considerably more 
fact than fiction in this story. The 
fictional characters are wooden and 
never really come alive for the reader. 
Even the dialogue is forced at times 
and heavy with its burden of bringing 
out facts. 

The central character is David 
Wakeman, young engineer in charge 
of the project. His problems in the 
building of the aqueduct are aggre- 
vated by labor troubles, a flood, graft- 
ing politicians, and finally the big 
freeze that paralyzes the new water 
system soon after its completion. 

Two attractive girls make life inter- 
esting to David. Sauey, unpredictable, 
wealthy Jepsie Gibson teases and fas- 
cinates him, blinding him to the 
worthwhile charms of the little coun- 
try girl, Araminta Purdy. 

Here and there throughout the 
book there is an arresting quotation, 
such as that of Henry Miegs, after 
the celebrating roar of cannon and 
danging of bells had died away: ‘‘ Re- 
member this, David. God’s silence is 
greater than all men’s clamorous 
noise,?? 

Unlike many modern historical 
novels, Big Freeze contains no objec- 
tionable language or situations. You 
may safely place it on your living 
room table for the boys and girls to 
rtad—and most of them will enjoy it. 


ee 





iy copy of Books On Trial is passed 
around, and I think there are many 
Fathers here who read it through. It 
Sareal pleasure to help along such a 
“rviceable publication. 
—Henry Willmering, S.J., St. 
Mary’s College, St. Marys, 
Kansas. 
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Money— Motive of Great French Novel 


The Unknown Sea 
Frangois Mauriac (tr. Gerard Hopkins) 
Holt, $3.00 

Reviewed by Sister M. Rosenda, 

O.S.F., Alverno College, Muil- 

waukee, Wis. 

The Unknown Sea is a subtle, search- 
ing analysis of human motives done 
with the pity and detachment of a 
great novelist who understands the 
creature’s relationship to the Creator 
and realizes the obligations that life 
imposes upon man. 

The theme of this somber novel 
might be sealed down to the familiar: 
‘You cannot serve God and mam- 
mon.’’ The word ‘‘money’’ runs 
through it like a motif. All the epi- 
sodes shape toward the illumination 


Pyrenees Pastoral 
Shadows on the Fields 


Ludovic Massé (tr. Katherine Woods) 

Z-D, $2.50 
Reviewed by Sister Mary David, 
S.S.N.D., College of Notre Dame 
of Maryland. 


Like most pastorals, this romance 
will appeal chiefly to the sophisti- 
cated, who will delight in its power- 
ful evocation of the sights and sounds 
and rhythm of farm life in the lee 
of the Pyrenees. 

The fragrance of new-mown hay 
and the tang of ox-dung, the restless- 
ness of the tramontane, and the quiet 
fading of a summer sunset stir the 
author’s enthusiasm quite as vividly 
as do the vicissitudes of his peasants. 
Excitement not at all unpleasant per- 
vades the whole tale; yet the reader 
feels always that, clever as the analy- 
sis is, it misses the deeper springs of 
action. Love and pride and hate have 
roots. 

To find a parallel to this novel in 
the field of English and American fic- 
tion is difficult. Perhaps Willa Cath- 
er’s My Antonia is a bit like; but 
Louis Hémon, in his Maria Chapde- 
laine, has achieved for the Canadian 
loggers and trappers what M. Massé 
has attempted for the Catalan farm- 
ers. 

Forbearance and courage and 
steadfast fidelity run through all 
these plots; but they are most con- 
vineing when actuated by faith. The 
lack of this, in the present story, 
mars the whole atmosphere with 
daubs of sentimentalism. It does not 
deserve unsophisticated readers, but 
the initiate will revel in the beauty of 
the translator’s English style. 





of this truth. 

Léonie Costadot, with unconscious 
irony, bares the roots of the tragedy 
that strikes each individual of the 
Costadot and Revolou families: 
‘*Money is our master and imposes 
its law upon us.’’ Spiritual and ma- 
terial values clash about mammon as 
each character wrestles with a crisis 
arising from the problem of money. 

The novel is, in a sense, a study of 
human values. Mauriac strips away 
the familiar outward features of his 
characters to expose ‘‘the swarming 
confusion deep in the heart of every 
living creature.’’ He probes into the 
inner life, into the hidden eddies of 
conscience and consciousness of each 
member of two middle-class families 
whose spiritual perceptions have be- 
come dulled, whose relations with 
God have been reduced to meaning- 
less formalities because all their 
values hinge on money. 

It does not matter that the Revo- 
lous lose their fortune and the Costa- 
dots hold on to theirs with a vise-like 
grip. Each finds himself torn by a 
conflict that has its source in some 
facet of the problem of money. Those 
who have submitted so completely to 
the material that they have strangled 
the spirit emerge from the crisis 
shriveled and hopeless personalities. 

But characters who escaped the 
strangle-hold of money are purified 
by suffering and becomes more fully 
alive to the essential values in human 
living. ‘‘ Just when one thinks one has 
lost everything, one realizes that 
nothing is lost at all... nothing... 
sunlight, things, people are all there 
just as usual.’’ 

In The Unknown Sea, Mauriac ac- 
complishes the difficult objective 
Maritain sets for the novelists—the 
creation of ‘‘humanity itself . . 
formed, scrutinized and governed like 
a world. An imaginary humanity... 
that takes birth in the heart of man 
and reveals man to himself.’’ 

He brings objective values to his 
work because he knows what man 
owes to God, to self, to fellow man. 
He succeeds in creating an imaginary 
humanity that is subject to the same 
laws of life and creatureship as are 
actual men and women, because he 
knows how to re-create life with all 
its values properly defined. 

The translator merits special praise. 
He achieves an easy, flexible transla- 
tion without departing from the style 
of the author. 
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“Hucksters’’ for Public Relations 


Nobody's Fool 

Charles Yale Harrison Holt, $3.00 

Reviewed by J. P. Derum. 
This is a ‘‘realistic’’ novel. Like 
many realistic novels so-called, it dis- 
torts life and character as does a ma- 
licious gossip—by monotonously de- 
tailing acts of weakness and mean- 
ness, and ignoring offsetting virtues. 

This cataloging technique makes 
Nobody’s Fool fiatly uninteresting, 
like most catalogs, and hard to read, 
even if you ‘‘are looking for some- 
thing.’’ The ‘‘something’’ most read- 
ers will be looking for in Nobody’s 
Fool is an exposé—a la The Huck- 
sters—of the public relations business. 
They will, indeed, encounter a farci- 
cal and fantastic treatment of this 
rather prosaic commercial activity. 
The book might be sufficiently far- 
fetched for Hollywood, though Eric 
Johnston would have to clean up the 
sex morals, which are strictly barn- 
yard chicken-run. 

This effort is pagan, putrescent and 
—<despite its cliched smart-aleckness 
—yrather sophomoric. 





In Nobody’s Fool, non-Jewish pub- 
lic relations men all are cynics, alco- 
holies, lechers, or blackmailers, and 
big business men are referred to as 
‘*these Irish crooks.’’ Such charac- 
terizations are not the mark of a tol- 
erant citizen, or of a capable novelist. 





LITERARY GUILD , 
15th C. Whodunit 


The Burnished Blade 
Lawrence Schoonover Mace, $3.00 


Reviewed by Julius Frasch Har- 
mon. 


The Burnished Blade is less a novel 
than a detective story, supplied with 
a love interest and a few sexy pas- 
sages, and placed in an unusually in- 
teresting historic setting. 

Mr. Schoonover knows the 15th 
century well, and if his affection for 
it is at times a little too good- 
natured, his respect for those of its 
characters he portrays is genuine. Of 
these, the best-known are Jacques 
Coeur and Shakespeare’s Sir John 
Talbot. 
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Of greater interest, however, ay 
his portrayals of the historie conten, 
porary figures of the Empire gf 
Trebizond, together with his deserip. 
tions of that once-famous and noy 
undeservedly forgotten country. Ip. 
deed, it is his happy choice of tha 
distant eastern land as the setting of 
a good part of his story that dow 
most to raise his book slightly aboy 
the general level of competently-writ. 
ten historical works of fiction. What. 
ever may serve to remind people nt 
only of the Christian East, but of the 
Christian East beyond the Boy 
phorus, is to be welcomed. 


It is to be hoped that, should othe 
works of fiction come from M 
Schconover’s pen, he will contrive ty 
end them a little less lamely. A love 
thought to be dead reunited to hi 
beloved in a convent where she i 
soon to make her vows would har 
served very well 50 years ago. Today, 
even carefully arranging to have hin 
arrive not at the last moment, but it 
ample time, is simply covering liter 
ary clumsiness with a thin veil ¢ 
sophistication. 











IT IS NEW AND UNUSUAL 
(Published July 1948) 


A Christmas Book 


A Collection of 
POETRY AND PROSE 
For Christmas Reading—Edited by: Rita M. Sammon 


A glance at a few of the titles and authors from the Table of Con- 
tents (listed below) will give you an idea of the unusual selections and 
the discerning writers included in “A Christmas Book”: 


“ CHAPTER TWENTY-TWO “ 
A CHRISTMAS SERMON 
T. S. Eliot 

* 
CHAPTER SIX . 
KEEPING CHRISTMAS 
Henry Van Dyke 

+ ‘ 
* CHAPTER TWENTY-FOUR * 
DICKENS AND CHRISTMAS 
G. K. Chesterton 

* 

° CHAPTER TWELVE ° 


A CAROL FOR CHILDREN 
Ogden Nash 


: CHAPTER THREE . 


THE GENTLE ART OF CHRIST- 
MAS GIVING — Joyce Kilmer 
* 


. CHAPTER NINETEEN ws 
THE HAND OF HEROD 


Heywood Broun 
* 


* CHAPTER TWENTY-THREE * 


TAPESTRY WEAVING: A BALLET 
SONG OF MARY 
Elizabeth Madox Roberts 

* 


* CHAPTER TWENTY-FIVE * 


THE END OF IT 


Charles Dickens 
(Stave V: The Christmas Carol) 





This book attractively boun 
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Classic Theme- 
Maine Variety 


Rock Haven 
Adelyn Bushnell C-McC, $3.00 
Reviewed by Dorothy Atkinson 
Williams. 
Rock Haven is a straightforward, in- 
teresting story of the Ulmer family 
of Rock Haven, Maine, carried 
through several generations. The 
brothers Ulysses and Virgil are the 
focal point; one is good—one bad. 
White is white, black is back. 


The selfish Virgil reaches out and 
takes everything he wants. Ingratiat- 
ing himself with the wealthy parents 
of a gentle friend, he makes his way 
to great fortune by undermining the 
lad with his father, eventually caus- 
ing his death. 

The style is a bit stilted and some- 
what pretentious, but there is faith- 
ful presentation of changing ways of 
life through the years. Minor charac- 
terizations are particulariy adept, 
and often more believable than some 
of the principal ones. A flair for 
drama and color makes the going in- 
teresting, although at times a bit un- 
realistic. 

On the whole, Rock Haven is good, 
readable material without the lurid 
streaks that make many modern nov- 
els repellent. It is suitable for high 
school. 





With Score By Beethoven 


The Tenth Symphony 
Mark Aldanov Scribner, $2.75 
Reviewed by Marie Faust, 
The Congress of Vienna emerges from 
the pages of history and becomes a 
vivid thing, as Metternich, Talley- 
rand, Razumovsky, Emperor and 
Czar come to life in this brief novel. 
The statesmen met to settle the af- 
fairs of a continent, to rearrange them 
according to the pattern that existed 
before the turbulent days of the con- 
quering Napoleon. 
The accompaniment to these vital 
times was the music of Bethoven, 
which thundered in concert-hall and 
drawingroom, startling its hearers, 
who had been nurtured on the tin- 
selled melodies of Italian music. 
Beethoven the man is here forever 
locked in the solitude of his terrible 
deafness, irascible and powerful, a 
strange figure whose work would out- 
live that of the great around him. 
The Tenth Symphony will be a joy 
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to the traditionalist and historian no 
less than to the artist, for the author 
has drawn his portraits with vitality 
and luminous coior. There is a suffu- 
sion of light and grace about the book ; 
it tells of one of those ha!eyon periods 
of calm that occasionally dot Europe’s 
unquiet history. 

One of the characters reminds us 
‘‘of how beautiful life is, of how peo- 
ple do not appreciate it, of Low little 
beauty they see in it and how they 
poison it for themselves and especia!- 
ly, for others.’’ His philosphical con- 
c.usion gives the novelette its title. He 
recalls that Beethoven did not live to 
complete his Tenth Symphony: 
‘‘Everyone has his Tenth Syn- 
phony.”’ 





Florida Reconstruction 
In Disappointing Novel 


Three Roads to Valhalla 
Catherine Pomeroy Stewart 
Scribner, $3.00 
Reviewed by Anne Cawley Board- 
man, Ph.D. 


This story has suspense and historical 
significance. It is laid in Jacksonville, 
Florida, in 1868, and covers approxi- 
mately a year in the drama of conflict 
and cross purposes that figured prom- 
inently in the Reconstruction Era. 


Kate Rider, an attractive young girl 
old beyond her years, came to Jack- 
sonvil.e from the North with her 
father, a widower and a weakling. In 
name, he was to be Head of the Freed- 
man’s Bureau; in fact, he was a tool 
and a front for Florida’s richest and 
most unscrupulous citizen, Hains Tol- 
liver. Tolliver was a Southerner who 
had profited by the defeat and ruin 
of his countrymen. His home was Val- 
halla, a magnificent ancestral planta- 
tion. Technically, he had bought it, 
but he had really usurped it by in- 
trigue and ruthless behavior. 

Kate, envious, lonely and unwise, 
wanted to show the Southerners, who 
had rejected her, that she could live 
in the grandest house and wear the 
finest c!othes. She married Tolliver, 
who interested her as a man of mys- 
tery and practical achievement. 


This skeleton outline omits all men- 
tion of the various groups of white 
and Negroes working openly and in 
secret for the possession of Florida’s 
land and government. One familiar 
with the rich material available mar- 
vels at the author’s inability to merge 
these elements into a story of import. 
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Frustration 
In Fork City 


The History of Nora Beckham 
Joseph Stanley Pennell Seribner, $3.00 
Reviewed by Rev. Francis X. 
Canfield, Sacred Heart Seminary, 
Detroit. 

In 1944, Joseph Stanley Pennell titil- 

lated the American viscera with The 

History of Rome Hanks. At that 

time, a reviewer rather hysterically 

remarked that Pennell and his prede- 

cessors were in the act of moulding a 

form of literature that would be a 

permanent addition to world litera- 

ture. 


The History of Nora Beckham, the 
heroine being a granddaughter of 
Rome Hanks, is but another serving 
of the same pottage of frustration, 
despair and blasphemy, with a heavy 
topping of animal lewdness. The ma- 
ture American reader can’t help but 
feel rather deflated if such writing is 
America’s contribution to world liter- 
ature. 


Joseph Pennell is not a hack writer. 
His style is rather fascinating, ai- 
though it brings to mind Dr. Monroe’s 
remarks in the July-August BOOKS 
ON TRIAL about the lack of inher- 
ent form in American letters. Pen- 
nell’s power of characterization is 
above the ordinary. Nora really stands 
out as the ‘‘impulsive, self-willed, in- 
dominitable’’ figure which the jacket 
insists she is. 


Pennell has the art to become a 
fairly good novelist. But in this story 
he lacks completely the human view of 
life. His view is mechanical and with- 
out compassion. The figures in the dust- 
swept town of Fork City, Kansas, are 
mere objects of derision. Their despair 
and frustration form, for Pennell, 
something of an interlude in our own 
lives of ‘‘quiet desperation.’’ 


Pennell comes very late in the tra- 
dition of American naturalism and lo- 
eal color. Besides a more intense ef- 
fort to express the blasphemy and vis- 
ceral reactions of a little midwestern 
town, the only advance Pennell makes 
over the early Faulkner and Dos 
Passos is a later copyright date. 





The book is mediocre in writing and 
narrative. Quite often it lacks eredi- 
bility. The abrupt transitions from 
one set of characters to another create 
a most uneven effect, and the heroine 
is more a puppet than a personage. 
She evokes little sympathy. 
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The Room Beyond 
Robert Spencer Carr A-C, $3.00 


Reviewed by Marie Butler Coffey. 
Through this strange story about Dan 
Bryce runs a thread of mystery con- 
cerning a quite implausible character 
called Cristina. In the almost 60 
years Dan knew her, Cristina re- 
mained as young and beautiful as the 
day he met her. 

The somewhat confusing theme sug- 
gests that a ‘‘Christ-like’’ person 
may live on, doing good, young and 
untouched by eare, for a hundred 
years or more. As the story pro- 
gresses, the reader infers that Cris- 





American Adventure 


The Shining Mountains 

Dale Van Every Messner, $3.00 

Reviewed by Anne Rush Riley. 
Lovers of early American history will 
always find fascination in the story 
of the Lewis and Clark Expedition. A 
new appraisal of this important pro- 
ject is furnished by Van Every’s fic- 
tionized account of one youth’s am- 
bition to reach the same goal. 

Matt Morgan dreamed, read, slept 
and lived his ambition. The moral, if 
there be a moral, is that fulfillment 
of a quest for beauty is often real- 
ized within one’s own soul. 

From the very first, obstacle after 
obstacle threatens to thwart Matt’s 
progress. The reader’s credulity is 
strained to believe that any one man 
could conquer so many of them. 

Van Every has amassed an aston- 
ishing wealth of Indian lore and 
knowledge of wild animal habits and 
habitat. His descriptive powers meet 
the challenge of majestic scenery 
and beauty that is almost ethereal. 
One likes to know that Nature is ap- 
preciated; but it would be nice af 
the author gave God a little credit, 
too. 

The love interest is only incidental 
during the first half of the book. Matt 
simply wasn’t to be diverted from his 
purpose, even by Cupid. As the love 
story unfolds, the author grows a lit- 
tle too chatty about sex. It is the ab- 
sence of this attitude from the first 
half that makes the narrative lovely 
reading. 

The book is a welcome addition to 
such library treasures as Cooper’s The 
Deerslayer, Roberts’ Northwest Pas- 
sage, Repplier’s Pere Marquette—all 
of them delightful analyses of Indian 
psychology. 


Dream-Woman Dominates Theme 
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tina is only a figment of Bryce’s 
imagination. Toward the end of the 
story, she imparts to him the secret 
of what lies in ‘‘the room beyond,’’ 
or life after death. 

Dan professes to love and admire 
Cristina, yet, during his college and 
middle years, her inspiring influence 
seems to carry little weight. While he 
possesses no apparent charm, in fact 
is egotistical, disgustingly sensual 
and at times even brutal, every 
woman he meets is instantly eager to 
discard her virtue for him. More than 
half the book is concerned with these 
lewd passages. In Dan’s experience, 
all womanhood (with the exception 
of Cristina) is without honor. 

Only the episodes in which the mys- 
tical Cristina appears are really in- 
teresting. Obviously the author is well 
acquainted with his settings, so vivid- 
ly does he describe delightful New 
Orleans; stark Estrillita, native city 
of an odd sect who call themselves 
‘‘the Penitentes’’; Paris in the ’20s. 

Character portrayal, in general, is 
good, but the Catholic reader shud- 
ders at some of the ideas expressed. 





**International’’ Novel 
With Complexes 


The Precipice 

Hugh MacLennan DS&P, $3.00 
Reviewed by Rev. P. J. W. Rub- 
bens, Torquay, Sask., Canada, 
who wishes it known that he is 
no longer a ‘‘Dutch missioner 
.. 2? (July-Aug. BOT), but a 
full-fledged Canadian citizen. 
BOT apologizes! 


At 27, Lucy, who has led a puritan 
life in an Ontario town, falls in love 
with Stephen, an American working 
there on a temporary assignment. 
After the good news of his divoree, 
they marry and live in New York. 
After seven years and another 160 
pages, Stephen (who continues to love 
Lucey and the children) is unfaithful 
again, and she moves to Canada. But 
they come together again, after he is 
washed up and ashamed of himself. 


The lack of higher outlook in this 
semi-psychological novel of intelligent 
animals leaves the impression of shal- 
lowness. MacLennan has one of his 
characters say that religion is dying, 
because: if a technique stops paying 
off, it is scrapped. But when Steph- 
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Airborne Adventure 


No Highway 

Nevil Shute Morrow, $3.00 

Reviewed by J. E. O’Connell, 

0.P. 

This is a novel of planes and people. 
The background of the story is the 
production and perfection of new 
types of planes. On this canvas Shute 
portrays the loves and the foibles, the 
strength and the weaknesses of the 
human beings who are responsible for 
this mechanical progress. 

There is suspense and drama, un- 
derstanding and humor in the tale. 
The author draws on his own aeronau- 
tical background to give the story an 
air of truth and authenticity ; yet the 
details are not so technical or pro- 
found as to bore the reader. 

The story concerns the apparent 
finding of a structural weakness in a 
new type of trans-Atlantic airliner 
which is already in service. Time is 
necessary for the experimental proof 
—time in which human beings may be 
flying to their death. The mysterious 
failing of a plane in the wilds of Can- 
ada offers the possibility of another 
source of proof. The development of 
these proofs is the development of the 
story. 

Mr. Shute’s characters are well- 
drawn and believeable. The hero of 
the story—Mr. Honey—offers the 
reader a problem, for he is a research 
engineer who is also a devotce (in 4 
scientific way) of spiritualism, div- 
ination, and religious legends. The 
touch of the mystie seems to define 
more sharply the hero’s character, yet 
it is perhaps carried too far when Mr. 
Honey uses his child to divine where 
an essential part of the wrecked plane 
is to be found. The reader is left with 
the impression that this is reprehens- 
ible not because divination is morally 
wrong, but because the child’s health 
may suffer. For this reason, the touch 
of mysticism seems to be a weak note 
in the novel. 





en’s sister, after a loose past, becomes 
a Catholic, nothing is distorted. 

There is passionate fondling ard 
fornication and the usual talk of guilt 
complexes. But one of the characters, 
speaking of materialistic psycho 
analysis, hits the nail on the head, and 
another has some wise thoughts about 
the fallacy of correcting evil by mere 
ly exposing it. Lucy, too, refers t 
God’s grace. Where does the author 
stand? The few good points do nt 
redeem the book. 











iilt 
TS, 
ho- 
nd 
out 
re 

to 
hot 
not 





October-November, 1948 


THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 
Exciting Autobiography 
Condemns Modernism 


The Seven Storey Mountain 
Thomas Merton HB, $3.00 


Reviewed by Helene Magaret, 
Ph.D., convert poet and biog- 
rapher, and also, like Thomas 
Merton, a one-time student at 
Columbia University. 


In the winter of 1935 a young Col- 
umbia University student named Tom 
Merton was attending Communist 
meetings at the sundial on 116th 
street. He picketed in protest against 
Italy’s invasion of Ethiopia, he took 
the ‘‘Oxford Pledge’’ that he would 
never fight in any war; and he tells 
us that between 1934 and 1937 he at- 
tended all the movies that were pro- 
duced. When he was graduated from 
Columbia he was art editor of the 
Jester and well known on campus as 
both a cartoonist and a poet. Every- 
one must have predicted a briiliant 
future for Tom Merton. 


Less than ten years later a young 
monk in a cowl stood in the seriptor- 
ium of the Trappist monastery in 
Gethsemani, Kentucky, printing on a 
piece of paper his new name: Frater 
Maria Ludovicus. Tom Merton had 
died to the world; at least the young 
monk hoped so. However, when Fra- 
ter Ludovieus presented himself to 
Father Abbott for direction, he was 
told, ‘‘I want you to go on writing 
poems.”’ Therefore, against the 
monk’s will, Tom Merton still lives. 
It is he who speaks most of the time 
in this autobiography, although to- 
ward the end Frater Ludovicus in- 
trudes long enough to complain, ‘‘ No- 
body seems to understand that one of 
us has got to die.’’ 


Anti-Egocentric 
By its very purpose, an autobiogra- 


phy is concerned with narrating, ex- 


Plaining, justifying the self. It is al-_ 


most necessarily egocentric. Yet 
Thomas Merton’s book is the very in- 
verse of this norm, for it is an epic 
of the gradual obliteration of the ego. 
-. . The most effective way of de- 
taching us from ourselves,’’ the au- 
thor writes, ‘‘is to make us detest 
ourselves as we have made ourselves 
by sin, in order that we may love Him 
reflected in our souls as He has re- 
made them by His love.’’ In this 
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THINGS THEOLOGICAL 





Helene Magaret, Ph.D., well-known poet and 
biographer, analyzes the spectacular quality 
of ‘‘The Seven Storey Mountain.’’ 





spirit of self-detestation the book is 
written. 

Sinee, however, Thomas Merton’s 
life was the usual life of young men 
of his generation, the work is also a 
terrible commentary on the modern 
world—the vulgarity of its loves and 
ambitions; the nausea of its satiety; 
the emptiness and fear which under- 
lie its feverish activity; and more 
than anything else, its blind refusal to 
recognize that war is only God’s way 
of showing us an x-ray of our own 
souls. 

Some of the pictures are more vio- 
lent than the most pointed satire: for 
instance, the small boy whose first ex- 
perience of death was watching his 
‘‘mother’s coffin glide slowly between 
the steel doors that led to the fur- 
nace’’; the grandfather whose ‘‘ favor- 
ite place of worship was the Capitol 
Theater in New York’’; the frat 
brother who ‘‘died of Contemporary 
Civilization’? and whose body was 
pulled out of the Gowanus canal and 
sent to Bellevue morgue. 

These pictures are given us with- 
out medodrama, almost casually. In 
Thomas Merton’s simple, vivid prose 
style, they pass before our eyes some- 
times even against a background of 
boyish humor; for the spirit of The 
Seven Storey Mountain from begin- 
ning to end is straightforward, sin- 
cere, and above all masculine. Other 
stories of conversion have been re- 
eorded.. Other autobiographies have 
been written within the walls of con- 
vents and monasteries. 

This book differs from most of them 

(Continued on page 144) 
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Theological Basis 


of Fatima Devotion 


The Admirable Heart of Mary 
St. John Eudes (tr. Charles Di Targiani 
§ Ruth Hauser) Kenedy, $3.00 


Letters and Shorter Works 
St. John Eudes (tr. Ruth Hauser) 
Kenedy, $3.00 

Reviewed by Rev. Joseph Mary 

O’Leary, C.P. 

It is, indeed, a blessed coincidence that 
the classic work of St. John Eudes on 
the Admirable Heart of Mary comes 
to us in English as Our Lady of 
Fatima’s statue is touring our land 
and recalling to us Our Lady’s re- 
quest for devotion and consecration to - 
her Immaculate Heart. 

St. John Eudes is ealled, in the of- 
ficial documents of the Church, ‘‘the 
father, the teacher, and the apostle’’ 
of the liturgical worship of the most 
Saered Hearts of Jesus and Mary. 

Three hundred years ago, St. John 
Eudes promoted the celebration of the 
first Feast of the Holy Heart of 
Mary. For 20 years prior to his holy 
death, he labored on what authorities 
consider his greatest book, The Admir- 
able Heart of Mary, finishing the vol- 
ume only three weeks before his death. 

These facts arouse great expecta- 
tions ; the volume before us more than 
fulfills them. We can easily appreci- 
ate the learning, the labor, and the 
saintly love that have gone into the 
making of this precious book. 

With theological precision, but in a 
style that is clear and eloquent, the 
saint shows us the foundations and 
the object of devotion to the Heart of 
Mary. To illustrate his teaching, he 
gives us a wealth of Scriptural and 
patristic passages. 

Devotion to the Heart of Mary rests 
solidly upon the great mystery of the 
Inearnation. Devoted love for Jesus 
and Mary burns through the living 
pages of this great saint, apostle and 
doctor of the devotion. 

Practical aids to devotion are 
added, along with inspiring prayers. 
Indeed, trial has convinced this re- 
viewer that the pages of the volume, 
taken almost at random, can serve for 
short spiritual reading and for points 
of meditation on Our Lady’s Imma- 
eulate Heart. You will want and love 
this beautiful book. 


* * * 

The Letters and Shorter Works is 
the concluding volume of the Selected 
Works of St. John Eudes (6 volumes) 
now available in English. 

The letters throw much light on the 
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spiritual teachings of the saint. Bet- 
ter still, they afford a deep insight 
into his personality. 

This volume is enriched with an 
important introduction by the Very 
Rev. Francis Lebesconte, present su- 
perior general of the Eudist Fathers. 
This introduction gives us a key to 
the better understanding of the se- 
lected works. 





The Rosary for 
Mental Prayer 


Rosary Meditations 


Leo M. Shea, O.P. (il. Benedict Ashley, 
O.P.) MeMullen, $.75-$1.50 


A Rosary Chain 
Sister M. Dominic, O.P. 
Blackfriars, $1.50 
Reviewed by Margaret Collins, 


Rosary literature has been enriched 
by these two new contributions. Al- 
though Rosary Meditations is really 
choice armchair philosophy, and al- 
though A Rosary Chain is exquisite 
verse, both selections serve as inspira- 
tion for mental prayer. 

In Rosary Meditations, the author 
shows very clearly that the Rosary, to 
be said properly, must consist of vo- 
eal and mental prayer. Indeed, men- 
tal prayer is looked upon as an aid in 
the use of vocal prayers; and in the 
short, but fact-filled, treatise on this 
form of prayer, the reader is left no 
doubts as to how to proceed. 

As one goes on into the individual 
meditations, the purpose of the book- 
let, as expressed in the Foreword, is 
borne out: To set forth one of the 
many eternal truths found in each 
mystery of the Rosary. 


Besides the meditations, there is a 
history of the Rosary devotion, pre- 
pared by W. R. Barron, O.P., and in- 
eluding information on the Confra- 
ternity of the Holy Rosary. Mention is 
made of Fatima and the Five First 
Saturdays, and of the Family Rosary. 
Some of the many indulgences obtain- 
able are listed, and a Rosary novena is 
given. The stunning black-and-white 
liturgical decorations and fine print- 
ing give physical distinction to this 
distinguished booklet. 

A Rosary Chain is something rare 
and soaring, yet of penetrating sim- 
plicity. In this slender volume, the 
thoughts are so scintillatingly ex- 
pressed that meditation must follow 
as of necessity. 
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Sacred Writ 


In New Guises 


The Holy Bible: The Book of 
Genesis 


tr. Edward A. Mangan, C.S.S.R. 
SAG, $1.00 


Reviewed by Rev. Eric May, 

O.F.M.Cap., 8.T.D., 8.8.L., Pro- 

fessor of Sacred Scripture, St. 

Anthony Friary, Marathon, Wis. 
In view of the Holy Father’s encyeli- 
eal Divino afflante Spiritu, which 
urged recourse to the original texts 
of the Bible and to text criticism, the 
Catholic Biblical Association decided 
to translate the Old Testament from 
the original Hebrew, Aramaic, and 
Greek languages, instead of from the 
Latin Vulgate. 

The Book of Genesis is the first 
book to be published in the new trans- 
lation. It is a compact little volume 
of 130 pages, similar in format to the 
Confraternity edition of the New 
Testament. It includes a handy sys- 
tem of  eross-reference, abundant 
notes in explanation of more difficult 
passages, and several pages of textual 
notes as an appendix intended for 
scholars. 

Every Catholic, priest, religious, 
and layman, will want to have a copy 
of this new English translation, 
which brings us as close to the origi- 
nal text as is humanly possible. Many 
difficulties in the Vulgate and Douay 
versions, due to faulty translation, 
are now cleared up. 





The New Testament 


(“Westminster” Version) 

Cuthbert Lattey, S.J. LG, $4.00 

Reviewed by Rev. Cyril Vollert, 

S.J., dean, School of Theology, 

St. Mary’s College, St. Marys, 

Kansas. 

In 1913 the first volume of the West- 
minster version of the New Testa- 
ment appeared. The fourth and final 
volume was not completed until 1935. 
Now at length this accurate transla- 
tion of the Gospels and Epistles from 
the original Greek is embodied in a 
single small edition. 

Today the Westminster New Testa- 
ment is well-known. Most of the re- 
views appearing after the publication 
of each volume were enthusiastically 
favorable. The translator aimed at 
providing as faithful a rendering as 
possible from the best available Greek 
texts; and his efforts were crowned 
by the approval of critics. 
Unfortunately, Father Lattey de- 
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cided to preserve all the archai 
forms of expression that characterize 
older versions and are generally 
thought of as ‘‘ Bible English.’’ When 
some competent translator eventually 
succeeds in combining strict fidelity 
to the original Scriptures with an 
authentic modern idiom, we. shall 
have the English New Testament we 
are still looking for. 











Lindbergh Discovers 
An Eclectic God 


Of Flighi and Life 

Charles A. Lindbergh Scribner, $1.50 

Reviewed by J. P. Derum. 

The significance of this strongly, 
clearly, and at times lyrically, writ- 
ten monograph is less in its key state- 
ment, than in the fact that it is 
Lindbergh who makes it. 

For the Lindbergh who now pro- 
claims that, if ‘‘civilization is to con- 
tinue, modern man must direct the 
material power of his science by the 
spiritual truths of his God”’ is the 
same Lindbergh who, arching over 
the world 21 years ago, symbolized 
to all nations the triumph of ma- 
terialistic science. The same—with a 
difference. 

This book reveals that in the 21 
years since his historic flight, Lind. 
bergh has come spiritually of age, and 
suggests that millions of his genera- 
tion who have long worshiped at the 
shrine of science may now be turning 
to the shrine of the Spirit of Wis 
dom. Many of these wou'd never read 
Ronald Knox and other Catholie writ- 
ers on man’s desperate need of God’s 
authority in this atomic age, nd 
realize that Catholic pulpits have 
been insisting on this need in every 
age since Christ. But they may listen 
to Lindbergh. 

Let us hope that Of Flight and 
Life heralds Charles Lindbergh’s 
lasting and aggressive presence on the 
ground where is being fought the bit 
ter battle for the city of Mansoul. 

Note: Catholic readers will find 
Lindbergh’s credo an inadequacy tt 
lustrated by the following passage 
from the book’s conclusion: 


‘“We must learn from the sermons 
of Christ, the wisdom of Laotzu, the 
teachings of Buddha... 

“Our mission is to understand 
these truths, to separate them from 
the dogma which surrounds them, 
and to apply them to our way of 
modern life.’’ Ep. 
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Liturgical Papers 


Republished 


The Sacramental Way 
ed. Mary Perkins S & W, $5.00 


Reviewed by Rev. James Edward 
Rea, S.T.D., St. Joseph’s Semin- 
ary, Dunwoodie; author of ‘‘The 
Common Priesthood of the Mysti- 
cal Body.’’ 


The liturgical movement as an organ- 
ied apostolate has had but a short 
span of life in this country; it would 
be too much to say that it has already 
come of age. 

The seeds of growth have been well 
swn by the pioneers; the first-fruits 
have to some extent been gleaned by 
the ever-increasing number of their 
followers; but the time of the true 
harvest is not yet at hand. If this 
were doubtful before, it receives suf- 
icient proof in this collection of pa- 
pers newly edited by Mary Perkins. 

These papers were read by some 30 
leaders and members of the liturgical 
movement at the National Liturgical 
Weeks from 1940 to 1945 and were 
first published in the Proceedings of 
those Weeks. The enthusiasm which 
led to this republication is most com- 
mendable. For now the papers can be 
rad conveniently with interest and 
with profit by many who otherwise 
would have had no access to them. 

Practica'ly all of them reflect that 
self-effacing and genuine zeal for the 
liturgical for which the Holy Father 
pleaded in his recent encyclical 
[Mediator Dei]. It is unfortunate 
that at times this zeal outstrips in 
some of the writers their understand- 
ing of doctrines, so as to lead them to 
make statements which fall somewhat 
short of theological accuracy. Many of 
the writers could profit much by a 
study of faith as a real link with 
Christ and as a real bond in Christ’s 
Mystical Body. This would serve to 
counteract any danger of an extreme 
reaction against individualism, in the 
exaltation of the true solidarity which 





CREDIT-WHERE-DUE Dept. 


Copy-editing and make-up of the 
September BOT was mostly the work 
of Mary Louise Hector, your sub-edi- 
lor’s Cyrenean during an especially 
busy period. Miss Hector is also one 
of BOT’s faithful contributors, and, 
Incidentally, the youngest poet repre- 
“ated in Alfred Noyes’ anthology, 
The Golden Book of Catholic Poetry. 
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Priest-Workman Considered 


The Priest and the Proletariat 
Robert Kothen S&W, $1.50 
Reviewed by Rev. A. N. Fuerst, 
St. Mary’s Seminary, Cleveland. 

To help retie the knots by which the 

men of France should be bound to 

Christ by virtue of the blood-price 

He paid for them, Abbe Kothen has 

written this challenging book. Or bet- 

ter, he has cemented together a mosaic 
of texts with his own strong observa- 
tions. 

In chapters which are seemingly 
rhapsodical but always the true story 
of the high adventures of pastors on 
fire to bring the lost sheep back to 
the one sheepfold, he describes the 
lives of communities, written off as 
spiritually dead, but g'owing with 
latent potentialities for the fuel of 
God’s message to mankind. 

And he makes us understand that 
what he recounts is not the mirage- 





marks membership in the Mystical 
Body. 

In The Sacramental Way, the litur- 
gical movement presents us with an 
interesting collection of papers into 
which the reader may dip here and 
there to gain much light on the many 
varied facets of liturgical living. But 
it must be emphasizzed that it has not 
here succeeded in working out a fully 
articulated guide to liturgical living, 
solidly founded and clearly expressed. 

Too Many Hills and Curves 

It is unfortunate for the movement 
and unfair to the book that this latter 
claim has been made for it. For, in 
spite of the gal'ant efforts of Miss 
Perkins and Father Sheehan to 
smooth it down and to straighten it 
out, the ‘‘sacramental way,’’ as it is 
plotted here, retains too many bends 
and too many hills. 

The uneven quality of the papers— 
a sure sign that the movement itself 
has not come of age—made this re- 
sult inevitable. Much work remains to 
be done before the liturgical move- 
ment in this country will be able to 
produce anything as definitive as this 
collection of papers claims to be. 

Perhaps the recent encyclical will 
provide, not only the incentive, but 
the direction of that work. Meanwhile, 
we can happily weleome this book, not 
for what is claimed for it, but for 
what it is—an accurate picture of the 
first phase of the liturgical movement 
of which the Church in America 
stands in such great need if she is to 
carry out her apostolate to the full. 


like illusion of a single person or the 
mass hypnotism of an esoteric group, 
but the experience of a select group 
of the clergy, who, doffing clerical at- 
tire and putting on the rough dress 
of workmen, have been swallowed up 
into the milieu of the workmen where 
they have by their example brought 
Christ again to those who should 
never have lost Him. This group is 
and was known as the Mission Paris. 

The Abbe wisely appreciates that 
souls must be saved in the future. 
What are the lessons to be drawn 
from the sweat, blood and tears of 
these pioneers? 

They are not many: 1) the priests 
should know their people, not just 
know that they are people; 2) they 
should preach Christ by example 
more than by word; 3) the liturgy 
which they perform should be 
adapted to the needs of the working 
communities and not continue to be 
a set of meaningless ceremonies in 
which the workmen are forced to take 
part under pain of sin. 

With such a realistic approach, 
Catholie Action will of necessity en- 
ter the lists to aid the clergy to re- 
conquer the world for Christ. And it 
will have not as its auxiliary, but as 
its strong right arm, the factory 
chaplain who by his presence at work 
among the workmen will reawaken 
that primitive joy with which the 
hearts of the first Christians were 
filled. 


Sanction of the Bishops 


But the Abbe recognizes that Cath- 
olie action and priestly activity, not 
only to be fruitful but also to be Jaw- 
ful, must possess an episcopal man- 
date. The Bishops of France have 
made it clear to their children that 
all who take up the eudgel for Christ 
must have a trustful attitude toward 
the hierarchy. But only in certain, 
well-defined circumstances, and then 
only in the ease of truly exemplary 
priests could the Bishops grant per- 
mission to the clergy to embrace a 
workingman’s life in working com- 
munities; for all must remember that 
the apostolate of the clergy and the 
apostolate of the laity are different 
spheres. Besides, the majority of the 
laymen who ply their trades do not 
want priests to become workers. 

With regard to dress, the Bishops 
are forced to urge caution because of 
what the Church herself enjoins ; they 
ean insist only that the cassock is a 
constant and clear reminder that the 
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priestly state is a state of continuous 
abnegation. 

Whether what the Abbe has put 
together from French sources can be 
translated into terms of American 
life is a question for the reader to 
answer. But we can bear in mind that 
the priesthood of the United States is 
recruited from among the people, 
that the seminarians themselves know 
the meaning of work, because they 
themselves are to a large extent in 
seminaries by reason of their personal 
toil. . . 

The book will serve as a basis of 
discussion around many a priestly 
table, and it will no doubt be the sub- 
ject of debate at many a priestly 
gathering. 


The Five Proofs Again 


Space and Spirit 
Sir Edmund Whittaker, F.R.S. 
Regnery, $2.50 
Reviewed by Very Rev. J. L. 
Callahan, O.P., Pontifical Insti- 
tute of Philosophy, River Forest, 
Til. 
The purpose of Professor Whittaker 
in this collection of lectures originally 
delivered in Trinity College, Dublin, 
is to recast the Five Ways of St. 
Thomas Aquinas according to the 
changed conception of the material 
world presented in modern physics. 
He is positive that if St. Thomas were 
alive now he would put his genius to 
work on this problem, and reach the 
same conclusion as has Sir Edmund. 
The conclusion of the author is that 
the arguments for the existence of 
Deity are not truly demonstrative, 
else ‘‘our able contemporaries’’ would 
be convinced. His appraisal of their 
validity is more closely in line with 
Ockhamist than Thomist thought. 
Indeed he judges Ockham’s work ‘‘of 
the highest importance, both for 
natural philosophy and natural theol- 
ogy.’’ Throughout the discussion there 
is evidence of an empirical and nomi- 
nalist bent, and the implied repudia- 
tion of all metaphysical and epistemo- 
logical principles ‘‘ which carry us be- 
yond observation and experiment.’”’ 
The author has high respect for St. 
Thomas ‘‘as a Christian priest .. . 
who set out to present arguments of 
such a character that a man would 
be reasonably justified in acting on 
them.’’ Perhaps his lectures may in- 
duce some agnostic scientists to con- 
cede a degree of probability to the 
Five Ways. This is the laudable hope 
of Sir Edmund. It appears impossible, 
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Little Books of 
Dominican Spirituality 
Henry Suso, Saint and Poet 

S. M. C. Blackfriars, $1.75 
St. Dominic in Early Tuscan 
Painting 

George Kaftal Blackfriars, $2.00 
The Akathistos Hymn 


Tr. Vincent McNabb, O.P. (with notes 
by D. A.) Blackfriars, $1.00 


Reviewed by Benedict Ashley, 

0. P. 

Blackfriars Publications is enlivening 
the field of spiritual reading with a 
number of little books which present 
Dominican spirituality in a delightful 
variety of aspects. 

Among the recent items is S. M. C’s 
life of Henry Suso, one of the most 
warmly human and lyrical of all 
mystics. The author gives a freshly 
written presentation of the material 
found in Suso’s own autobiography. 
It makes us wish for a reprint or new 
translation of that poignant and 
frank revelation. But the present 
work gives us a good history, and a 
penetrating study of the saint’s char- 
acter from a modern point of view. 

St. Dominic in Early Tuscan Paint- 
ing is the first in a promised scries 
of books on the iconography of Dom- 
inican saints. It consists of 40 black- 
and-white plates. For Dominicans it is 
a treasury of pictures of their Holy 
Father, and for those interested in art 
it provides some very interesting 
studies. Of special interest are the 
wonderful little scenes from the altar- 
piece at Pisa by Francesco Traini, 
full of dramatie inspiration. 

The Akathistos Hymn, the ‘‘not- 
sitting hymn,’’ is the most famous 
hymn to the Blessed Virgin in the 
Eastern liturgy. It was composed to 
celebrate the deliverance of Constan- 
tinople from the barbarians, A. D. 
626. Fr. MeNabb’s rendition is not al- 
ways easy but it has a real grandeur 
and sp'endor of expression. This is an 
item for every Marian library, for 
for every liturgist, and for those 
who want a meditation book in which 
a profoundly theological but gorgcous- 
ly poetic devotion to Our Lady is en- 
shrined. It pictures Our Lady as the 
deliveress of mankind from the bar- 
barian darkness which is again upon 
us. 





however, to reconcile his theory with 
the teaching of St. Thomas and the 
doctrine of the Vatican Council that 
the existence of God can be demon- 
strated beyond possibility of error. 
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Correction: The by-line of Dr. L, y. 
Jacks was unintentionally omitted 
from his review of Rebel Raider, D. 
113, September BOT. 


The Case for St. Bernard 


The Case of Peter Abelard 

Rev. Ailbe J. Luddy, O. Cist. 

Newman, $2.50 

Reviewed by Julius Frasch Har- 

mon, 

It was the tragedy of Peter Abelard 
to be born at a time when a man of 
high intellect was almost obliged to 
be a saint or, through pride, fall to 
heresy. 

‘‘Abelard,’’ in Father  Ailbe’s 
words, ‘‘had never studied theology, 
but he resolved to begin, seeing in it 
a means of further enhancing his 
reputation.’’ (The italics are mine) 

Apparently, after such a_ begin- 
ning, only a premature death or con- 
version could prevent the inevitable 
end. There came, instead, the famous 
affair with Heloise, which Father 
Ailbe calls an ‘‘intrigue’’ and ‘‘sor- 
did.’’ With such a characterization it 
is difficult to agree. Soon after its 
inception, the affair became guilty, 
but with the guilt were mixed ele. 
ments sufficiently noble to permit it 
to be characterized as ‘‘tragic’’ rather 
than ‘‘sordid,’? as a_ ‘‘passion” 
rather than as an ‘‘intrigue.’’ 

Father Ailbe is concerned chiefly 
with rescuing St. Bernard from the 
criticisms which have’ been made of 
his conduct in the matter of Abe 
lard’s condemnation. Not content 
with detailing Abelard’s weaknesses, 
Father Ailbe attempts to prove less 
than St. Bernard acted excusably 
than that he acted well, less that he 
acted well than that he acted almost 
perfectly. In going so far, he becomes 
a little inconsistent. 

However erroneous Abelard’s views 
on grace and morality may have 
been, he did much to prepare the way, 
not only for St. Thomas’ teaching of 
Moderate Realism, as Father Ailbe 
admits, but for the Angelic Doetor’s 
moral theology. 

Dr. Coulton’s statement, quoted by 
Father Ailbe with the reprobation It 
deserves, that ‘‘on all the maim 
points at issue . . . the ablest and 
most orthodox churchmen of the next 
century tacitly decided against St. 
Bernard’’ is a gross exaggeration. 

It is regrettable that a work but 
94 pages in length, of which 30 cor 
sist of an extract from the writings 
of St. Bernard, could not have beet 
offered for sale at a lower price. 
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Object: Mature 
Liturgical Piety 
From Sunday to Sunday 

Rev. Thomas Plassmann, O.F.M. 

SAG, $3.50 

Reviewed by Rev. Joseph Mary 

O’Leary, C.P. 

This book will be most appreciated by 
those who live the liturgy with an 
understanding love. The author, well- 
known for his work in the training of 
future priests, offers here a very orig- 
inal set of meditations on the liturgy 
of the Sundays of the Ecclesiastical 
Year, including several principal 
feasts. 

In each meditation, the theme and 
liturgical setting of the Sunday lit- 
urgy are given. Here we see the in- 
terrelation of the Sunday liturgies in 
sequence. Instruction, prayer, and 
practice are happily blended in a way 
that will inspire liturgical devotion. 
Each Sunday Mass has a field of 
treasure for him who finds; the au- 
thor has done well in opening that 
treasure to those who enter into the 
spirit of the liturgy. Mature liturgical 
piety is the object. 

The handy little volume will prove 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


137 


Husband Writes of Wife’s Apostolate 


Tumbleweed 

Eddie Doherty Bruce, $2.75 

Reviewed by Marie Faust. 
Tumbleweed is the extraordinary title 
for the extraordinary biography of 
Baroness Catherine de Hucck, ‘‘.. . 
God’s own tumbleweed blowing 
through the world wherever the breath 
of the Holy Ghost may send her.”’ 

This account of the life of the Bar- 
oness is a chronicle of adventure and 
an adventure in grace. It is a vivid 
summary of memorable encounters 
and remarkable incidents in the kal- 
eidoseopie changes of her fortune in 
Europe, Africa and America. The in- 





a delightful companion for the Sun- 
day Missal; will provide an inspiring 
meditation in preparation for the 
Sunday Mass, and a helpful reminder 
of its light and grace. For seminar- 
ians and priests, the book suggests a 
method for meditation upon the litur- 
gy of the daily Mass; and also affords 
excellent material for instructions on 
the Mass, especially to selected groups 
—Catholie Action, Legion of Mary, 
Sodalities. 


fluence of St. Francis of Asissi 
caused her to forego the material com- 
fort and security which she had 
earned for herself and to live and 
work in the slums to help the op- 
pressed. 

The caritas of St. Paul is the cor- 
nerstone of each Friendship House 
the Baroness has founded: in New 
York’s Harlem, on Chicago’s south 
side, at St. Joseph’s Farm in Wiscon- 
sin (where the summer school of in- 
terracial techniques is held), and at 
Madonna House, Combermere, On- 
tario (where the work of the rural 
apostolate engages the Baroness). 

This is a journalistic biography that 
commands our admiration. It is ab- 
sorbing, vibrant and dramatic because 
of its subject and because of the way 
the good newsman Eddie Doherty has 
handled it. 





TMBC selection Awake in Heaven, by 
Gerald Vann, O.P., will be reviewed 
in the next BOT by convert-apologete 
Dorothy Fremont Grant. Watch for 
it! 
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SOME CHRIST AND MARY BOOKS 


Below is a list of books on Christ and on Mary, which continues BOT’s run- 
ning bibliography of accessible, in-print literature for Catholic consumption. 
Since October is the month of Our Lady’s Rosary, it seemed appropriate to start 
with a series about Mary and her Rosary. We’re sure Our Lord won’t mind. . . 

Any book about either Christ or His Mother is automatically ‘spiritual read- 
ing’’ or meditation material, whether it is biographical or dogmatic in empha- 
sis; hence, we have made no attempt to classify titles within the general topics. 

SAVE THIS LIST FOR YOUR CHRISTMAS SHOPPING. JUST CHECK 


TITLES YOU WANT, WRITE 


YOUR 


NAME, ADDRESS, and the 


AMOUNT ENCLOSED, IN THE MARGIN, AND POST IT TO THE 


THOMAS MORE. 


I. Especially about Mary 


The Admirable Heart of Mary 

St. John Eudes 3.00 
Theological bases Fatima & other devo- 
tions. 

Autobiography of the Blessed Virgin 

ed Peter A. Resch, S.J. 2.50 
Applicable texts from Seripture & lit- 
urgy. 

Discourses on Our Lady 

Nicholas O’Rafferty 3.25 
Useful conferences. 

The Glories of Mary 

St. Alphonsus de Liquori 
Classic statement Marian excellence. 

The Golden Years 

Anon. 2.00 
Housewife’s thoughts on Holy Family. 

The Grace of Guadalupe 

Frances Parkinson Keyes 2.00 
Mary in Mexico. 

Hand in Hand with Our Mother 

Joseph Lucas, P.S.M. 
Very simple, childlike meditations. 

The Imitation of Mary 

Thomas a Kempis 1.00-2.25 
Companion to ‘‘ Imitation of Christ’’. 

Listen, Mother of God 

Hugh F. Blunt 1.75 
Thoughts on Litany of Loreto. 


$2.00 


ary 

Sister M. Eleanore 
A favorite meditation. 

Mary in Our Soul-Life 

Raoul M. Plus, S.J. 1.75 
Important theological work. 

Mary of the Magnificat 

Elizabeth Hart 1.50 
Charming spiritual vignettes. 

Mary of Nazareth 

Igino Giordani (tr. Sacred Heart a 

2.78 

The story, with embellishments. 

Mary the Mother of Jesus 

Franz M. Willam 3.00 
Most satisfactory straight life. 

Mirror of the Blessed Virgin 

St. Bonaventure 1.50 
Great Theologian’s treatise. 

Our Blessed Mother 

Edward Leen §& John Kearney, C.8.Sp. 3.50 
Preservable utterances great spiritual 
masters. 

Our Lady of Knock 

William D. Coyne 
Exciting Irish apparitions. 

Our Lady of Sorrows 

Hilary Morris, 0.8.M. 
Thoughts on the Seven Sorrows. 

Our Lady of Wisdom 

Maurice Zundel, 0.8.M. 
Tremendous meaning for our time. 


' Rosary 
Leo P. Shea & Wm. Barron, O.P. 





Our Lady’s Hours 

Mary Ryan 2.50 
Excellent commentary Little Office. 

The Presence of Mary 

E. Charmot, S.J. Fall, 1948 
To integrate Mariology & Cath. Action. 

Queen of Militants 

Emil Neubert, 8.M. 
How Mary can aid lay apostles. 

The Reed of God 

Caryll Houselander 2.25 
Gripping statement of Mary’s mediation. 

True Devotion to the Blessed Virgin 

St. Louis Grignon de Montfort 1.25 
Contains theology of Marian devotion. 

Roses for Mexico 

Ethel Cooke Eliot 1.75 
Charming version Guadalupe miracle. 

The School of Mary 

John A. Kane 2.00 
Learning the teachings of Mary. 

The Song of Bernadotte 

Franz Werfel 
Mary’s appearance at Lourdes. 

The Splendor of Sorrow 

Eddie Doherty 1.50 
Mary, solace of sinners. 

This Age and Mary 

M. O’Carroll, C.S.Sp. 2.50 
Why we need Mary today. 

St. Thomas Explains Our Lady’s Feasts 

ed. E. C. McEniry, O.P. 75¢ 
Precious opusculum. 

Woman Wrapped in Silence 

John W. Lynch 2.50 
Remarkable blank verse narrative. 


1.25-2.00 


49e-3.00 


On Mary's Rosary 


The Heart of the Rosary 

F. P. Donnelly, S.J. 1.50 
Affective meditations. 

Our Lady’s Rosary 

Charles Callan & John McHugh, O.P. 2.50 
By two outstanding theologians. 

A Month of Roses 

Pere Fages, O.P. 1.75 
Meditations on the mysteries. 

The Rosary of Mary 

ed. W. R. Lawler, O.P. 2.25 
Leo XIII’s pronouncements on the 
Rosary. 

Reflections on the Rosary for 

Nursing Sisters 

Reflections on the Rosary for 

Teaching Sisters 

Dominican Sisters 
Concentrated spiritual helps. 

Meditations 


50e-1.00 


75¢-1.50 
Vivid, practical, inspiring. 

The Rosary & the Soul of Woman 

Donatus Haugg 1.75 
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The Spendor of the Rosary 

Maisie Ward 2.50 
Stunning combination lucid meditations, 
Houselander verse, Fra Angelico repro- 
ductions, 

This Rosary 

A. N. Fuerst 1.50 
Fine theological meditation. 


On Mary At Fatima 


The Crusade of Fatima 
John diMarchi 
Pint-sized & potent. 
Our Lady of Fatima 
Finbar Ryan, O.P. 
Early but still impressive version. 
Our Lady of Fatima 
William Thomas Walsh 
Popular & moving narrative. 
Our Lady of Light 
Barthas §& Fonseca 2.50 
Authentic but less readable than Walsh, 
Vision of Fatima 
Thomas McGlynn, O.P. 2. 
The apparitions relived by Sister Lucia. 


I. Especially about Christ 


All for Jesus 
F. W. Faber 2.00 
An old favorite reprinted. 
Chats with Jesus 
William R. Russell 
Affective meditations. 
Christ in Our Brethren 
Raoul Plus, S.J. 
Essential for apostolate. 
Christ Is All 
John Carr, C.SS.R. (1948) 
Exhortatory materials. 
Christ the Ideal of the Monk 
Christ the Life of the Soul 
Abbot Columba Marmion, O.S.B. ea. 4.25 
Two keystones of spiritual writing. 
Christ the Leader 2.16 
Christ the Divine Teacher 3.00 
William R. Russell 
Textbooks of general appeal. 
Christ the Son of God 
Constant Fouard 2 Vol. set, 4.50 
2 Vol. in one, 2.25 
French elassic. 
The Christ of Catholicism 
Dom Aelred Graham, O.S.B. 
Solid doctrinal study. 
Christ Our Brother 
Karl Adam 
By great German layman. 
Christol 
Joseph Pohle (tr. Preuss) 
Dogmatie materials. 
The Darkness Is Past 
Thomas Moore, S.J 
Points to return to Christ. 
For All to Live By 
Leo C. Sterck 
Christ as pattern. 
Gospels of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
M. J. Lagrange, O.P. 2 Vol., 7.5 
Basis modern Christ-scholarship. 
In Christ Jesus 
Raoul Plus, 8.J. 2.60 
Heady treatise incorporation in Christ. 
In the Likeness of Christ 
Edward Leen, C.8.Sp. 3.0 
Compelling reading. 
The Incarnation, Birth & Infancy 
of Jesus Christ 
St. Alphonsus de Liguori 1.5 
Classic meditations. 
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The Life of Christ 

L. C. Fillion, S.S. 3 Vol., 10.00 

(4.00 per Vol.) 
Scholarly, leisurely. 

The Life of Christ 

BE. LeCamus 
Another extended study. 

The Life of Christ 

Isidore O’Brien, O.F.M. 
Easy; good for study clubs. 

The Life of Christ 

Guisseppe Ricciotti 
New; based on sound scholarship. 

Living with Christ in God 

Bernieres-Louvigny 3.00 
For aspirant to sanctity. 

The Life of Jesus Christ 

Franz M. Willam 4.00 
Readable moving narrative. 

Life of Christ According to 

Gospel History 

& Je Maas, S.J. 4.50 
Commentary on Gospel story. 

The Love of the Crucified 

Karl Clemens, C.SS.R. 5.00 
On embracing the Cross. 


Master and Model 


3 Vol., 6.75 


2.00-3.00 


_ 
a) 
oO 


Simon Conrar, O.F.M.Cap. 1.50. 


New viewpoints on old truths. 
Meditations on the Gospels, Vol. I 
Otto] ar Prohasha 3.00 

Reprint popular work. 

One with Jesus 

Paul de Jaegher, S.J. 75 
Concentrated doctrine. 

The Pain of Christ 

Gerald Vann, O.P. 1.00 

Profound, tremendous study. 

The Passion & Death of Jesus Christ 

St. Alphonsus de Liguori 1.50 
Standard & familiar. 

The Passion & Death of Our 

Lord Jesus Christ 

Alban Goodier, S.J. 3.50 
Favorite modern treatise. 

The Person of Jesus 

Fr, James, O.F.M.Cap. 1.50 
Intimate conferences. 

The Prince of Peace 

Alban Goodier, S.J. 1,25 
For Advent reading. 

The Public Life of Our Lord 

Jesus Christ 

Alban Goodier, S.J. 

The world’s greatest story. 
Radiating Christ ' 
Raoul Plus, S.J. 1.25 

Basie for Catholic Actionists. 

The Son of God 

Karl Adam 1.00 
Inspiring, thoughtful work. 

The Spirit of Christ 

Fr. James, O.F.M.Cap. 2.50 
Popular & inspiring. 

Transformation in Christ 

Dietrich von Hildebrand 4.00 
Describes true holiness; basic. 

This Tremendous Lover 

Eugene Boylan, O.C.R. 3.00 
Christ as heart of apostolate. 

Under His Shadow 

Francis. Shea, C.P. 1.00 
Articles for everyday Catholics. 

Way of the Blessed Christ 

. F. Kienberger, O.P. 2.25 

Inveterately popular. 

ith Jesus Suffering 
Nicholas Schneiders, C.P. 

The Passion for children. 


2 Vol., 6.50 


5.00 
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N othing New in Existentialism 


Reviewer Finds Ancients 


Handled the Problem Better 


Dramatists, novelists, critics and commentators—as well as philosophers—have 
concerned themselves intensely with the Existentialism of post-war France. 

Existentialism’s chief prophet, Jean-Paul Sartre, has seen a number of his 
dramas produced on Broadway. His, and others’, Existentialist novels are avail- 
able in U.S. book stores. Among the comments on the philosophy itself is Ralph 
Harper’s Existentialism (Harvard, $3.00). 

To elucidate the system in a Thomistic light, as far as that is possible, Rev. 
Joseph A. McCallin, S.J., Rockhurst College herewith discusses Harper’s vol- 
ume and the thought which it studies —Ed. 


The movement, fad, or insanity 
ealled Existentialism endures. It has 
not yet outlasted Freudianism or Be- 
haviorism, but, to judge from this 
latest American publication, it very 
well may. 

As Mr. Harper handles Existential- 
ism, it appears to have antecedents 
of a quality not negligible, if Kirke- 
gaard, Heidegger, and Rousselot may 
truly be accounted either as Existen- 
tialist or pre-Existentialist thinkers. 
Of all the thinkers Mr. Harper en- 
deavours to explain, Sartre seems the 
least significant. 

The problem upon which Existen- 
tialism concentrates (if, again, the 
Existentialists truly include these 
names, and have not simply appro- 
priated them) is a problem which 
dates back to the Greeks, even to the 
pre-Socratics, and has been treated in 
some remarkably modern phases by 
St. Augustine. Mr. Harper’s doctrine 
of Existentialism leads one to wonder 
that he did not try to mine that great 
doctor for contributions, 

Provided the conditions of these 
facts are ever verified, namely that a 
truly deep and significant problem is 
being investigated, by thinkers of 
first-class rank, then results of great 
value may finally be expected. Such 
was the ease, to some degree, with 
both Freudianism and Behaviorism. 
If a great name, such as Kant or 
Hegel, arises amongst the Existential- 
ists, their value to Catholicism and 
Thomism may be beyond estimation. 

The Individual 

The main problem of the Existen- 
tialist philosophy seems to be that of 
the Individual. The Existentialists 
would appear to be acutely dissatis- 
fied with the explanations which an- 
terior systems offer, of what the In- 
dividual is, how he came to be, what 
he must do to continue to be an in- 
dividual and develop his individual- 
ity, what finally is going to happen 
to him. To use scholastic terms, as 
Mr. Harper explains: in the order of 





essence the answers are pat and 
clear; but in the order of existence, 
there is a great cloud of unknowing 
to be penetrated. 

We ask, is there such a cloud, and, 
if there is, is it to be penetrated? 
True, the scholasties talk about such 
‘‘orders’’; but they are ‘‘orders”’ 
arising out of principles, and the 
principles are complementary of one 
another, in no wise contradictory, in 
no wise complete alone. 

Mr. Harper may be a true Existen- 
tialist, and in that ease he will note 
a quality of complacency in the last 
remark. It was not intended to be 
eomplacent, but merely to suggest. 
One who is familiar with scholastic 
systems, more familiar with them 
than with anything else in philosophy, 
must rise, or can rise, from the study 
of this volume with the suspicion that 
Plato, Aristotle, St, Augustine, and 
St. Thomas have investigated this 
problem of the Individual with far 
greater success and imagination (and 
two of them in charming prose) than 
any of the thinkers Mr. Harper deals 
with. 

These older men had the advantage 
that they relied upon the speculations 
and conclusions of those who pre- 
ceded them; modern thinkers, espe- 
cially of the Kantian, Hegelian, and 
pragmatic strains, are not sufficiently 
aware of the competency of our 
elders. Be it said, this observation 
flows from an amateur, who expressly 
repudiates the right to teach or to 
conclude. 

Life Without Mystery 

The ancient and mediaeval men 
were further content to admit the 
presence, in human thought and life, 
of mystery ; while we in modern days, 
true physiocrats even in 1948, taught 
of Galileo and Newton, are convinced 
that everything can be explained, and 
explained to us, in this world and 
possibly even in this life. 

(Continued on page 146 ) 
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Inside 


Protestant U. S. A. 


Report to Protestants 
Marcus Bach BM, $3.00 
Reviewed by John A. O’Brien, 
Ph.D., University of Notre Dame. 


This is an interesting presentation of 
the findings of Mareus Bach, who 
roamed about the country and wit- 
nessed at first hand the strange vari- 
ety of religious cults which strew our 
country from coast to coast. It is de- 
signed as a personal investigation of 
the weakness, need, vision and great 
potential of Protestantism today. 

Was Protestantism, born in schism, 
always to be schismatic? What did all 
the talk about interdenominational 
unity mean if it did not filter down to 
the people in the pews? Was the prin- 
ciple of private interpretation of 
Scripture to continue to produce un- 
known sects wherever individuals 
made new interpretations of Biblical 
passages ? 

There were the questions which 
prompted Bach to roam as a religious 
itinerant across Church Street, U.S.A’, 
looking in upon the necromancers, 
palmists, yogis, astrologers and dozens 
of other self-styled spiritual techni- 
cians. All over the country, however, 
he found new groups of reformers 
who could not be classed among the 
cultists, whose vitality constituted a 
real challenge to the lethargy and dis- 
sension of the traditional churches. 
Christian Science was leading this 
twentieth-century Reformation; the 
Unity School of Christianity, the Ox- 
ford Group, Psychiana, the Buaha’i 
Faith, and Jehovah’s Witnesses 
seemed just as ambitious. On the 
right, Catholicism was on the march. 





From NYC to Farm 


The Earth Is Ours 
Marion Pedersen Teal Crowell, $2.75 


New York City cliff dwellers decide 
to become farmers. The ensuing inci- 
dents prove hilarious to the highest 
degree. Despite the humor, the book 
will prove highly educational and im- 
portant to anyone contemplating a 
like change from city to country life. 
Commended just for the fun of it; 
recommended as a must for amateur 
farmers. 
—A. J. Adams, 8.J., National 
Catholic Rural IAfe Conf. 
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PEOPLE & PROBLEMS 


Marcus Bach made a retreat in the 
Trappist monastery in Kentucky, and 
reports it in a friendly and—for 
a Protestant minister—understanding 
way. 

The book is interesting chiefly in 
that it shows in a vivid and striking 
manner the endless carnival of con- 
fusion, chaos, and anarchy which the 
Protestant Reformation brought into 
Christendom, in germinal form, when 
it erected religious edifices upon the 
foundation of private judgment. 

Dr. Bach, now a professor in the 
School of Religion at the University 
of Iowa, has written a report which 
should be of interest to Catholics as 
well as to Protestants. 
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Index Books On Trial In CP] 


Books ON TRIAL is now being in- 
dexed in The Catholic Periodical In. 
dex, important library reference tool, 
according to its editor, Laurence A. 
Leavey. Indexing will be retroactive, 
beginning with September, 1946 
issue. 

““As a result of a recent question. 
naire sent to our subscribers,’’ Mr. 
Leavey reports, ‘‘ Books ON TRIAL re. 
ceived a great number of votes re. 
questing its inclusion in The Catho- 
lic Periodical Index. We are grate. 
ful for this expression of opinion on 
the part of our subscribers.’’ 

The CPI is uniform with the Cuide 
to Periodical Interature in arrange- 
ment and like it is found in every 
good library. 






















**Botched”’ Assignment 


Paul Phelan Gives 
Max Miller a Lecture 


The Town with the Funny Name 
Maz Miller Dutton, $2.75 
Reviewed by Paul Phelan, New 
York Sun feature writer, editor 
of the anthology ‘With a Merry 
Heart’ and of its forthcoming se- 
quel. 

This book with the funny title has a 

funny style and a lot of funny ideas. 

The word ‘‘funny’’ is used in this 

review in the same sense in which it 

is used by Mr. Miller to describe the 
name of the California town of La 

Jolla. 

This is definitely an unusual book. 
The title, the style, the ideas make it 
stand out. But then, a sore thumb 
stands out, too. Yes, this book is 
rather painful in spots. 

Mr. Miller is known as a star re- 
porter. His book I Cover the Water- 
front was said to be a first-class re- 
portorial job. His present volume, 
however, is no credit to a newspaper- 
man. He permits editorial opinion to 
to ereep into his objective picture 
of happenings at La Jolla. As a result, 
if I may momentarily assume the role 
of Mr. Miller’s city editor, I’m afraid 
Miller, that you botched your assign- 
ment. 

The tall story of the fisherman who 
nearly hooked a whale, of Perky the 
beachecomber who wore tuxedos to 
cocktail parties and who was sorry the 
day he made a legitimate lobster haul 
and didn’t meet the game wardens,— 
these are good, Miller. So, too, are the 
pictures of lobster-cooking, and the 







talk about the moray eels, and Gari- 
baldi fish, and sea lions (which you 
confuse with seals, by the way.) 

But when you start philosophizing 
the book gets as foggy as the famed 
California mist. Not that your phil 
osophizing isn’t sometimes right. At 
times you explode shams of this mod- 
ern world with all the devastation of 
an atom bomb. But the trouble is that, 
like the atom bomb, all you leave is 
ruin. 


You point out the transient nature 
of human life (nearly all the people 
in the seaside town of La Jolla are 
senile and on the Edge of Eternity); 
you show the futility of much human 
endeavor and of the modern fetish of 
a full and forceful life. 

But onee you knock the false props 
from under us, you don’t give us 4 
helping hand of hope to lift us up, 
sure-footed, firm-faithed, with an ey¢ 
to something, some place higher. 

Finally, every good newspapermal 
knows that religion is dynamite. 
Though you are very sensitive about 
injuring a Garibaldi fish and want to 
form a society to protect abalones, you 
place a murder and a miracle on the 
same plane, as possible ways of at 
tracting tourists to La Jolla’s cavé 
You’re not so sensitive about some 
people’s cherished beliefs! And thal 
yarn about the Irish (in chapter 32) 
made me green at the gills, and nd 
with envy. Be careful about such 
things, Miller, or you’ll be back wrt 
ing obits. 
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and Munster, Germany. 






German Realities 
Gustav Stolper 





R & H, $3.75 





Gustav Stolper, who died shortly 
after the manuscript of his book was 
completed, was one of the most bril- 
lant journalists of our time. First 
connected, in his native Austria, with 
The Austrian Economist, he subse- 
quently founded The German Econo- 
mist in Berlin, and made it a journal 
hardly secondary to its great English 
model. A member of the Reichstag, 
and of Jewish descent, he fought 
Nazism early and vigorously, but he 
also fought it intelligently. In this 
bok he continues his struggle for 
common sense and common decency. 
The objects of his scorn are those 
who are responsible for the kind of 
“neace’’ which we now have. Dr. 
Stolper is blunt; he tells us in the 
very beginning of the book that the 
peacemaking following upon world 
war If violated every standard of 
diplomatic prudence. Conscientious 
work had been done by excellent men 
to prepare for ‘‘the day after’’; they 
were pushed aside unceremoniously 
by the dilettantes and the amateurs 
of the Morgenthau group, who cre- 
ated one accomplished fact after an- 
other without the knowledge of the 
public, or of the Congress. They acted 
m the basis of propaganda notions, 
which had nothing to do with reality. 
This book has enraged a great many 
people, and embarrassed others, who 
lid not expect that their mistakes 
would be flayed so soon and so un- 
wercifully. Dr. Stolper may have 
felt, however, that death was closing 
m on a life so full of brilliant 
achievements, which would not have 
ben complete without his having is- 
sued in public those warnings which, 
it private, he had made before the 
disastrous errors of the past four 
years had been committed. The book 
ltserves a wide circulation; if it re- 
(tives it, there will be some slight 
lope that the political mistakes which 
have ruined the magnificent victory 
Won by our soldiers may yet, to some 
‘tent, be corrected, and that the 


ances for world war III will be 
lessened. 
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The European Problem A gain 


Two more angles discussed by Dr. Ferdinand Hermens, lately on leave from 
the University of Notre Dame to teach and lecture at the universities of Bonn 





America’s Destiny 


Herman Finer Mae, $5.00 


There is, Professor Finer ho'ds, ‘‘No 
time for peace of mind.’’ Atomie and 
biological warfare have made war a 
total, rather than a limited, risk; as 
a result, every nerve must be strained 
that peace may be seeured. The world 
state, however, is not a practical so- 
lution, although a ban on the use of 
atomic bombs must be established. 
The greatest threat to the peace 
comes from the totalitarianism of 
Stalin’s Russia. It can be countered 
only by the wise, and foreeful, lead- 
ership of the democratic nations by 
the United States, which must rely 
on persuasion wherever possible, but 
not overlook the fact that, in the last 
resort, foree must back up our re- 
solve. 


These are Professor Finer’s main 
contentions. They arise from a wealth 
of detail; the author is one of the 
world’s leading political scientists, 
who has extensively written on prac- 
tically every conceivable aspect of his 
subject. He is strongest where he 
shows that Stalin’s tyranny does not, 
and cannot, work for peace, and 
where he _ discusses constitutional 
problems, such as the ‘‘exeeutive in- 
coherence’’ demonstrated by recent 
American foreign policy. 

Finer’s weakness is a certain lack 
of consistency. His arguments against 
the feasibility of a world state app'y 
to the international control of atomie 
energy which he considers possible. 
When he speaks of ‘‘those clerical 
and lay cireles who share with the 
Soviet the notion of an infallible au- 
thority from on high’’ and insists on 
‘‘moral dissociation’’ from them, he 
overlooks that what he rejects is, 
basically, a requirement of the belief 
in absolute values, which he shares— 
and also, of course, that there is a 
world of difference between the asser- 
tion of absolute values by the Cath- 
olic Church and the deification of po- 
litical power and the trampling un- 
der of all ethical values in the Soviet 
realm. 


The reference to the ‘‘collective 
guilt of the German people’’ is in- 
compatible with the many sage and 
constructive remarks on the subject 
of Germany contained in the book. 
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Fascinating History 
In New Capsule 


Prescott’s Conquest of Mexico 
Designed for Modern Reading 

Marshall McClintock Messner, $5.00 

Reviewed by Paul 8S. Inetz, Ph.D. 

Department of History, Loyola 

University (Chicago); authority 

on Latin-America. 

There are few more romantic accounts 
in historical writing than Prescott’s 
Conquest of Mexico. It outreaches 
Stevenson in dramatic action, and 
Seott’s chivalric novels are pale by 
comparison. 

Withal it is careful history and, 
though much has been done to ‘‘cor- 
rect’’ Prescott in the years since the 
first publication in 1843, the work 
is stil a starting point for students of 
Mexican history. All this is the more 
remarkable since the book was writ- 
ten by a man almost blind and who 
never visited the lands of which he 
wrote. 

Mr. McClintock has done a judi- 
cious work in compressing the usual 
three-volume edition into one. He has 
wisely tampered little with the style 
of the original except to eliminate oc- 
easional pedantry and some of the 
Victorian prolixity—this, without de- 
stroying the rhythm and elegance of 
the original. Even where interpola- 
tions have been made in order to cover 
omissions, the job has been done 
smoothly and leaves no jarring inter- 
ludes. 

There are, however, important de- 
letions which detract considerably 
from the value and even from the 
interest of the new version. The au- 
thor has eliminated Prescott’s long 
discussion of Mexican civilization. 
Missing, also, is the elaborate foot- 
noting with which Prescott not only 
substantiated his facts but explained 
his text. Many of these explanations 
make interesting and valuable read- 
ing, even for the layman. Thus, the 
story is reduced to its basic historical 
and biographical elements—the essen- 
tial narrative which Mr. McClintock 
evidently assumes to be the saleable 
part of the work. 

It is a vivid narrative and leaves 
enduring images in the mind’s eye. 
The daring ascent of Popocatepetl, 
the voleano, to get sulphur for Span- 
ish guns; the first view of the won- 
drous Aztee city of Mexico nestled in 
the midst of a shining lake; the hor- 
rible teocallis which witnessed the 
slaughter of living prisoners to the 
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dread war god; the good Fray Ol- 
medo working judiciously for the con- 
version of the natives; the final at- 
tack on the Mexican capital by lake 
and causeway when, we are told, over 
a hundred thousand Indians joined 
Cortes in his fight with the hated 
Aztecs—all makes diverting reading. 

Over the whole scene there shines 
the figure of Cortes himself. Although 
Prescott falls short of the fulsome 
praise of the Spanish writers (such 
as Madariaga recently), he breathes 
admiration for his hero. McClintock 
has omitted his greatest tribute to the 
general. To Prescott, Cortes was a 
knight errant and a great leader. 
Moreover, he was not a ‘‘vulgar’’ con- 
queror. He did not operate from mere 
ambition of conquest but to build an 
‘‘improved culture and higher eivil- 
ization.’’ The judgment of Prescott is 
not seriously modified by later 
writers. 

If it had to be done—if the Ameri- 
ean publie has to have its great books 
eapsulized—it has been well done in 
this volume. However, Mr. McClintock 
inferentially passes severe judgment 
on his readers by his dilution of a 
classic. 





Reign of Terror 


Lost Illusion 


Freda Utley Fireside, $3.00 


Freda Utley was a British Com- 
munist who, like so many intellectuals 
of her time, hoped to find, under the 
Red banner, the ‘‘society of the free 
and equal.’’ She made the mistake of 
marrying a Russian and going to live 
in Moscow. There, she found herself 
confronted with a political system 
basically built on terror and decep- 
tion. 

Ultimately, her husband was 
eaught in the web, and arrested on a 
trumped up charge, never to see his 
family again. 

The book is full of intimate details 
of life in Moscow, with never-ending 
breadlines, and the efforts of friends 
to make up by mutual affection for 
the horrors of the terror—until the 
terror would make that impossible, 
too. She concludes: ‘‘Even men of 
high courage and integrity can be 
broken by .an inhuman system. Men 
who can face hunger and prison and 
even torture for themselves cannot 
endure the starvation of their chil- 
dren. That breaks the hardiest spirit 
and enslaves the boldest.’’ 

—Ferdinand Hermens 
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7 e . 
Vicious Spoofing 
Anything but Love 

Elizabeth Hawes Rinehart, $2.75 

Reviewed by Mary Louise Hector. 
Borrowing the language and interlop- 
ing in the ideology of women’s maga- 
zines, Elizabeth Hawes tries to turn 
this, their double and dastardly 
weapon, back upon themselves. 

Such magazines presume that a 
woman is an animal who can be 
groomed into s'eek enough glamor to 
arouse one male or any number of 
males, The male, aroused, invites a 
formality called marriage; once mar- 
ried, he becomes the greatest labor- 
saving device ever invented for a 
woman... labor of all kinds but one, 
which one biological function can be 
endured under a wet blanket of 
magazine how-to-do-it advices. 

Miss Hawes’ satire is a failure in 
three ways. She is not clever enough 
even to establish the distinction be- 
tween the magazines’ voice and her 
own. She frequently assumes that 
more vulgarity is an attack upon 
some vulgarity. 

Finally, Miss Hawes does not know 
what she is talking about, in the real 
sense of the phrase. Her criticism of 
the admittedly erass magazine-men- 
tality is mere ranting. In some idio- 
syneratic reaction, she senses that the 
magazines are wrong; but she does 
not know the right of the matter— 
eould define neither woman and her 
destiny, nor the magazine which un- 
der an ideally wise editorship could 
tell her how-to-do-it. 





**Human Engineering’’ 


Live a New Life 
David Guy Powers Doubleday, $1.96 


Reviewed by Rev. James F. 

Walsh, S. J., Regis College, Den- 

ver; author of ‘‘ Facing your So- 

cial Situation’’. 
Americans are notoriously devoted to 
easy ways of making friends and ad- 
justing to all situations. Just as once 
we fell for quacks and drugs and 
cheap panaceas for physical health, so 
today we welcome the same for men- 
tal health. Double caution, however, is 
required, since it is harder to cure a 
twisted mind than it is a diseased 
body. 

The present work is supposed to be 
a book on human engineering, the art 
of using one’s abilities to the utmost 
with the willing co-operation of other 
men and women. The urgent problem 
facing the business world today, says 
the author, is that of achieving unity 
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of understanding and effort between 
employers and employees. 

This reviewer was impressed by the 
book’s sineerity, its creative drive, and 
the practical common sense of its ar. 
guments. 

Descartes, however, would turn ip 
his grave to have his maxim, “J 
think, therefore I am,’’ interpreted, 
‘‘As I think, so am I.’’ Again; “A 
bundle of intellectual enthusiasm’” jg 
one thing; cold clear reasoning accord. 
ing to the rules of logic is quite an. 
other. 

















Inquisition In the Indies 


‘Author, artist, South-American spe. 
cialist Addison Burbank has pro- 
dueed for BOT a series of parallel 
texts from Ann M. Peck’s prejudiced 
Pageant of Middle American History 
and Salvador de Madariaga’s scholar. 
ly The Rise of the Spanish American 
Empire, One such pair appears be. 
low. 

Mrs. Peck: (p. 223) ‘‘Life for both 
rich and poor, in the seventeenth cen- 
tury, was steeped in superstitious 
piety. People believed in the miracu- 
lous intervention of the saints in their 
affairs, feared the work of demons, 
told stories of witches who sold their 
souls to the devil.’’ ‘‘The judges of 
the dread Inquisition pried into the 
actions and thoughts of all inhabit 
ants. . . . Dangerous heretics were 
burned alive in the awful ceremony 
of the auto-da-fe.’’ 

Madariaga: (p. 36) ‘‘The chief 
aim of the Crown in establishing the 
Inquisition was to ensure in the In 
dian kingdoms the purity of faith 
which was consubstantial with the 
nation. . . . All societies—including 
ours—are intolerant in matters which 
touch their essential beliefs, . . . That 
innermost and uppermost position 
which attaches today to the flag and 
the currency was then in Spain re 
served for the Christian Faith. ... 
The Inquisition began to operate 1 
1478; by 1700 it was no longer 4 
dominant foree in Spanish life. Pre 
cisely during this period, Spain gave 
to the world a brilliant galaxy of 
writers in all branches of creative lit 
erature and philosophy, painters, 
sculptors, architects, musicians, cs 
mographers, botanists, statesmen and 
political and philosophical writers 
...? (p. 151) ‘. .. England hanged 
proportionately thirty to fifty time 
more persons for witchcraft than the 
Spanish Inquisition in the Indie 

burned for heresy.’ (p. 158) ‘The 
Indians . . . were not subject to the 
Holy Office. . .”’ 
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LIVES OF MEN 


New Researches Refresh Familiar Story 


Young Mr. Newman 


Maisie Ward S&W, $4.50 
Reviewed by Rev. Harry C. 
Koenig, Director, Feehan Li- 


brary, St. Mary of the Lake Sem- 
inary, Mundelein, Ill. 


Much has been written about John 
Henry Newman after his conversion ; 
but his Anglican days have reevived 
altogether too little attention from 
Catholics. In Wilfrid Ward’s stout, 
two volume Life, only 75 pages are 
devoted to his first 44 years. In 
Young Mr. Newman, Maisie Ward 
(Wilfrid’s daughter and Frank 
Sheed’s wife) describes him as a 
child, a boy, a university scholar; 
and she supplies much valuable ma- 
terial that was missing in her father’s 
oficial biography. 

This is a delightful book about one 
of England’s most noble charac- 
ters. In this sketch of Newman’s 
family background, schooling, la- 
borious struggle to find the Church 
of Christ, one will find revealed many 
facets of the cardinal’s personality 
that have hitherto been obscure. 

As a child, John Henry manifested 
wusual promise. At five he was able 
to read; at nine he was learning 
Greek and making Latin notations in 
his diary; in school the boys recog- 
nized him as a leader, and he began 
his literary career by editing two op- 
posing periodicals called The Spy and 
The Anti-Spy. Trinity College re- 
ceived him in his 15th year, and Ox- 
ford was to be his life for the next 30 
years. There he formed his lasting 
friendships with Keble, Pusey, Iur- 
tll Froude, and a score of other 
famous Oxford divines whose careers 
are all deftly delineated. 


From Calvin to Rome 

From indiscriminate reading in his 
tarly years, John came under Cal- 
Vinistie influence; but when disillu- 
Sonment came, he did not fall into 
the opposite error of Libera'ism. His 
familiarity with the Church Fathers 
showed him the absolute necessity of 
dogmatic principles. It was his ef- 
forts to introduce these dogmatic 
Pineiples into Anglicanism that led 
0 the Oxford Movement. He was its 
aknowledged leader and wrote the 
Most controversial and convincing 
tacts. But the more he studied and 
the more he wrote, the clearer it be- 





came that he was on the path to 
Rome. 


Maisie Ward brings out poignantly 
the struggle of a sensitive soul leav- 
ing all that it knows and loves for an 
overwhelming intellectual conviction. 
It was a trying conflict, and the 
mounting narrative carries us up to 
the point where Newman had to be 
helped out of the room after making 
his general confession to Father 
Dominic Barberi. 


This book was not written for 
Newman scholars—though they will 
treasure it—but for those who enjoy 
reading biographies of outstanding 
personalities whose lives have shaped 
history. 





Partiality Is Immorality 


... Partiality [in viewpoint] is im- 
morality ; for any book is wrong thai 
gives a misleading picture of the 
world and life. The trouble is that the 
weakling must be partial ; the work of 
one proving dank and depressing; of 
another, cheap and vulgar; of a third, 
epileptically sensual; of a fourth, 
sourly aseetic. In literature as in con- 
duet, you can never hope to do ex- 
actly right. All you can do is to make 
as sure as possible; and for that there 
is but one rule. Nothing should be 
done in a hurry that can be done 
slowly. It is no use to write a book 
and put it by for nine or even ninety 
years; for in the writing you will 
have partly convineed yourself; the 
delay must precede any beginning; 
and if you meditate a work of art, you 
should first long roll the subject un- 
der the tongue to make sure you like 
the flavour, before you brew a volume 
that shall taste of it from end to end; 
or if you propose to enter on the field 
of controversy, you should first have 
thought upon the question under all 
conditions, in health as well as in 
sickness, in sorrow as well as in joy. 
It is this nearness of examination 
necessary for any true and kind writ- 
ing, that makes the practice of the 
art a prolonged and noble education 
for the writer. . . 


—Robert Louis Stevenson, in ‘‘ The 
Morality of the Profession of 
Letters’’ 
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Full-length Portrait 
Prince of the Apostles 


St. Peter the Apostle 
William Thomas Walsh Mae, $3.50 
Reviewed by Rev. Edwin G. 
Kaiser, C.PP.S., St. Joseph’s 
College of Indiana. 


The author of this splendid contribu- 
tion to our hagiography aims at a 
clear and full-length portrait of the 
Prince of the Apostles. Though he 
lists only a very meager bibliography, 
he has thoroughly exploited the 
sources indicated. 

The story is p'ausible and its tell- 
ing is excellent. Not in the first in- 
stance a biblical scholar or a theolo- 
gian, Walsh none the less has a fine 
appreciation for the facts and mean- 
ings of the sacred text and a deep 
understanding of the supernatural 
truth. One must allow, of course, for 
mere probabilities and even for econ- 
jectures and differences of interpre- 
tation. He realizes that he can use 
Theresa Neumann only ‘‘as an aid to 
visualization,’’ and that the best in- 
terpretation of the sacred text must 
always refer to the Fathers of the 
Shureh. 

The story is told with the easy 
familiarity of one who actually saw 
what happened; it is vivid and rich 
in detail, consistently worked out. 
Not only does it flow smoothly, but 
there is the finest interplay between 
the action and the words, and be- 
tween the activity and the inner de- 
velopment. The inner growth of the 
First Apostles is portrayed very ef- 
fectively and convincingly. 

The style is always c'ear and direct, 
oceasionally sublime, but also occa- 
sionally plain and commonplace. 
Some readers may object that the 
‘‘filling in’’ is too clever where gen- 
eral background information is made 
to serve for something more specific 
and to the point. Perhaps much that 
is presented could refer to any of the 
apost'es. Even this fact, however, has 
its merit, for one of the finest things 
about the book is its presentation of 
the apostles in their setting, with 
Christ as the central figure, and Peter 
in relation to the others. 


Minor Objections 


Some statements are vague or mis- 
leading: ‘‘Confession was not prac- 
ticed in the same auricular form’’; 
‘‘The apostles originally had univer- 
sal commissions’’; and ‘‘Originally 
there had been one order of Apostles. 
The appointment of deacons had 
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BOOKS ON TRIAL 


Study of Proudhon--Father of Anarchism 


The Unmarxian Socialist 

Henry de Lubac, S.J. S & W, $3.50 
Reviewed by Dr. Eva J. Ross, 
book review editor of ‘‘The 
American Catholic Sociological 
Review’’; author of the recently 
published ‘‘ Sociology and Social 
Problems’’ (Bruce). Dr. Ross is 
presently completing a book on 
Western social theory, which will 
include a discussion of Proudhon, 
the subject of the volume here 
reviewed. 


The year 1848 was famous not only for 
the publication of the Communist 
Manifesto; it also marked several so- 
cialist revolutions, in which Proud- 
hon’s ideas had no small part. 

One hundred years after this date, 
students of socialism will welcome 
Father de Lubae’s scholarly work, 
which has been excellently translated 
and adapted by Canon Scantlebury, 
parish priest of Ventnor, Isle of 
Wight, England. 

Self-eduecated, Proudhon espoused 
the philosophy of Hegel, but misun- 
derstood him, for he seems to have 
thought that he followed Hegel’s 
method if he gave both sides to each 
question considered. He took the po- 
sition that property ownership is anti- 
social and vicious in itself, and hence 
is theft; he followed the labor theory 
of value, and was especially interested 
in the attention of society to justice. 
If justice reigned, he said, then all 
hierarchical classes and status groups 
would cease, and a system of mutual 





St. Peter... 

made two. Now a third is mentioned, 
that of presbyters or priests, taking 
precedence over the second. The 
primacy of the bishops of Rome did 
not destroy the equal prerogative of 
the other apostles as bishops: and this 
distinction has always been retained. 
... Thus before the death of Peter, 
the hierarchical organization was 
plainly defined and completed.’’ 

Though no Catholic can reasonably 
question the divine origin of the 
threefold dignity of deacon, priest, 
and bishop, the author surely ignores 
a knotty historical problem in an easy 
oversimplification. 

But all these objections are quite 
incidental. St. Peter the Apostle is a 
beautiful and inspiring contribution 
to the Catholic literature of this 
decade. It should be widely welcomed. 





reciprocal rights and duties would 
come into being in a system of equilib- 
rium. 

Marx met Proudhon in Paris in 
1845, and welcomed him as a fellow 
communist, and especially as one who 
followed the labor theory of value. Yet 
although Proudhon held many of 
Marx’s theories, he denounced com- 
munism in favor of anarchism. Kro- 
potkin called him the ‘‘father of an- 
archism.’’ In 1846 he published his 
System of Economic Contradictions, 
or the Philosophy of Distress. Marx 
so opposed his views (which included 
the opinion that whereas capitalism 
was the exploitation of the weak by 
the strong, communism leads to the 
exploitation of the strong by the 
weak) that he wrote a book the fol- 
lowing year entitled The Distress of 
Philosophy. 

Undoubtedly Proudhon helped 
Marx to clarify his ideas. On the 
other hand, Proudhon’s teachings 
about the need of social justice have 
been frequently turned to by later 
anti-communist socialists, so that he 
has had a more than usually import- 
ant place in the development of the 
various brands of socialism. 





For the Defense 


Time for Reason About Radio 
Lyman Bryson Stewart, $2.00 


Reviewed by William C. Smith, 
Radio Director, National Council 
of Catholic Men. 


Mr. Bryson, Counsellor on Public Af- 
fairs of the Columbia Broadeasting 
System, has collected in this book the 
gist of a series of talks he gave un his 
radio program, ‘‘Time for Reason,’’ 
from December 1, 1946, through June 
8, 1947. In addition to Mr. Bryson’s 
talks, there is a section of the book de- 
voted to the remarks of guests who 
appeared at various times on the pro- 
gram with him. This section is aptly 
labelled, ‘‘ Different Points of View.” 

Mr. Bryson does not whitewash the 
radio industry, but he certainly takes 
pains to present it in the most attrac- 
tive light possible, especially the work 
of CBS. His guests—such people as 
John Crosby, radio critic of the New 
York Herald Tribune, and Mr. 
Charles Siepmann of New York Uni- 
versity—take issue with him. So, put- 
ting together Mr. Bryson’s remarks 
and his guests’ remarks gives a pretty 








October-November, 1948 











Merton... 


(Continued from page 133) 








because it is written by a mastery. 
artist. Somewhere in the book the ap. 
thor says, almost petulantly, ‘‘Ther 
are days when there seems to be noth. 
ing left of my vocation—my conten. 
plative vocation—but a few ashes 
And everybody calmly tells me: 
‘Writing is your vocation.’ ’’ Surely 
Thomas Merton knows that there is no 
conflict between the two. He would 
laugh if one were to suggest that 
Brother Hugh was after all only a 
farmer—that unforgettable Brother 
Hugh who was carried out to the 
cemetery, ‘‘lying in his open bier with 
that grim smile of satisfaction that 
Trappist corpses have.’’ 
Cure for the Curious 
Readers who pick up The Sevei 
Storey Mountain with the curiosity of 
the skeptic will often be shocked. 
were the first readers of Newman’ 
Apologia shocked—the one man le 
to the Chureh by James Joyee, the 
other by defending Anglicanism. 
Many also who imagine that the mon 
astery is a refuge for the timid wil 
be startled by Thomas Merton’s sue 
cinct appraisal of Trappist life: 
This is the center of all the vital- 
ity that is in America. This is the 
cause and reason why the nation 
is holding together. These men, 
hidden in the anonymity of their 
choir and their white cowls, are 
doing for their land what 
army, no congress, no president 
could ever do as such: they are 
winning for it the grace and the 
protection and the friendship of 
God. 
Let no one turn from that statemen! 
in disbelief until he has meditated 
the words of Our Lord: ‘‘If you 
should ask me anything in my name, 
that I will do.’’ 


Since the end of World War Il, 
throughout the United States, G.1' 
have crowded into seminaries 4 
monasteries in such numbers thi 
everywhere new buildings are bell 
purehased, and under the old builé 
ings new cubicula are being ext 
vated. Thomas Merton himself says 
‘‘America is discovering the contel 
plative life.’ The Seven Stort 
Mountain will tell the reader why. 


— 


fair picture of the whole, but th 
reader should be warned that 
radio picture is far more complicattl 
than it is presented in this book. 
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bers of our own Staff. 


These pages are therefore useful as a sort of current 


catalog. 


Abide with Me 
Cedric Belfrage Sloane, $3.50 

John S. Kennedy in The Sign: ‘‘ Most of his 

book is arrant burlesque, with a ribald strain 

which often is downright dirty.’’ 

A—NR 


The Age of the Great Depression, 
1929-1941 

Dizon Wecter Mae, $5.00 
America: ‘*. . . careful analysis of the per- 
iod from 1929 to December 7, 1941... 

‘With objectivity and detachment .. . 
examines the New Deal competently al- 
though not exhaustively. He is critical, how- 
ever, of its inconsistencies . . . the final 
evaluation is that Roosevelt’s reforms did 
not succeed in solving the basic problem of 
memployment. . . 

“Tt is a bitter account of widespread 
hardship and distress in spite of any salu- 
tary results the author may perceive in the 
period. Wecter . . . makes no attempt to sell 
ay system of political or economic re- 
form. . .”’ 

A—SAT 


Ape and Essence 


Aldous Hualey Harper, $2.50 
Edward Wagenknecht in the Chicago Tri- 
bune: §*, . . You may dislike its method or 
even its mood, but if you reject its message 
you have already committed suicide without 
knowing it. Men can have salvation if they 
want it. The way is known. The way is 
dear. . . Despite all his capacity for con- 
quest, Satan has one great weakness: ‘‘ He 
tan never resist the temptation of carrying 
evil to the limit. And whenever evil is ear- 
ried ito the limit, it always destroys itself 


AWR 


Battle Report: The End of an Empire 
Walter Karig, Russell L. Harris and 

Frank A. Manson Rinehart, $5.00 
Paul Kiniery in America: ‘‘... The fourth 
Wlume in the set. . . Opens with the fighting 
1 New Guinea in September, 1943. . . The 
fighting on Los Negros Island in Febru- 
ity, 1944, is given clearly and in detail... . 
dlthough Captain Karig is writing naval 

ry, he always includes enough moterial 
thut the actual land fighting to enable 

reader to follow military as well as 
taval developments. . . . Detailed treatment 
§ given the Leyte campaign in October, 


1944, . Excellent maps and _ photo- 

_ . . » Deserves a place in your libra- 

4—F 

tite the Bullet 

Dorothy Wayman Bruce, $4.00 
Sign: ‘*, . . As a reporter, she saw 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


REVIEW EXCERPTS © COMMENTS @ RATINGS 


Review excerpts are reprinted without prejudice to any reviewer, publisher, or author. 
fhe following are among the more important books of a 


general nature recently published. Title, author, publisher 
and price are shown, followed by one or more pertinent 
review excerpts from leading publications, or by Com- 
ments or Ratings or brief descriptions furnished by mem- 


School 


Abbreviations used: K—Excellent . 
C-I—Current Interest . 
. TFA—Too Far Advanced 
DM—Doubtful Merit . WR—With Reservations . 
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F—Favorable 
H.S.—Satisfactory for High 
A—For Adults 


| 
Unfavorably reviewed or regarded O—Offensive or 
Objectionable . DIS—Disapproved . REC—Recom- 
mended REV—Reviewed MSO—Mature Students 
Only . FIO—For Information Only. 


human nature at its best and worst . . . ob- 
tained an exclusive picture of the Lind- 
berghs on their honeymoon yacht. . . 

. concludes her story with an account 
of conversion to the Catholic faith. . . 

**Tf you enjoy autobiographies, you will 
read this with avidity . .. personal element 
at times seems to be overdramatized. . .’’ 

A—F 


Black Ivory 

Norman Collins DS&P, $2.50 
America: ‘*. . . Not since Treasure Island 
and Kidnapped have I come upon such a 
saga of villainy on the high seas. . . Blood 
fills the seuppers, bashed heads and knifed 
backs crowd each other off the decks... 

**Tt’s a struggle of the pure of heart 
against evil without any of the usual trim- 
mings of so-called historical novels . . . the 
kind of book both father and son will love 

? 


" "4—SAT 


Bourke Cockran 

James McGurrin Seribner, $3.50 
Catholic World: ‘*...Too many of us think 
of Cockran as an oily-tongued Tammanyite. 
Actually he was too big for a party. He was 
a free lance in politics, shifting party but 
never principles. . . 

‘“We are tempted to ask: why did not 
Bourke Cockran rise higher in American 
public life? Elihu Root said he could have 
become America’s greatest lawyer, and he 
was undoubtedly one of the three greatest 
American orators. Mr. MeGurrin implies the 
answer when he says that it would be idle 
to speculate how far he might have gone if 
he had been willing to take his orders from 
the political bosses. ..’’ 

A—HS—REC—REV (p.7) 


Bullivant and the Lambs 

I. Compton-Burnett Knonf, $3.50 
America: ‘*, .. The total effect of the novel 
is somewhat like looking through a stuffy 
family-group picture and finding a con- 
fusion of human frailties beneath. It is an 
unusual and interesting work which will 
surprise readers who have forgotten that a 
modern novel need not be shocking to be 
realistically perceptive.’’ 

A—SAT 


A Candle for St. Jude 

Rumer Godden Viking, $2.75 
Mrs. Russell N. Shiras in The Monitor, San 
Francisco: ‘‘The title . . . is misleading. 
The book concerns a ballet school. .. One of 
the minor characters . . . is a superstitious 
and ill-edueated Catholic who apparently be- 
lieves that to light a candle is to force God 
and His saints to do our will... 

**No creative artist, in any sort of art, 
could read the book without being deenly 
moved by it. It is most unfortunate that the 








author was so ill-advised as to drag St. Jude 
into it at all... 
**While I find the title in poor taste, the 
book is not objectionable. . .’’ 
A—SAT—REV (p. 88) 


Civilization on Trial 

Arnold J. Toynbee Oxford, $3.50 
America: ‘*. . . It is refreshing to read a 
historian who believes that the pressing 
problem of our time is a religious one, and, 
by contrast with the Marxist, the author 
seems Christian. This world, he says, is a 
province of the Kingdom of God. As over- 
whelming as are the political and economic 
problems, the trial of civilization is, in the 
last analysis, a religious trial. . . 

‘Though he quotes Christian wisdom and 
seems at times to interpret history in terms 
of the supernatural, he leaves the impression 
that theologically he belongs with those 
latitudinarian Anglicans who are not quite 
sure about the Incarnation. . . It is good in 
these materialistic times to have a learned 
author interpret history in terms of man’s 
relation to God. . .’’ 

A—SAT(WR)—REV (p. 45) 


Case History of Japan 

Francis J. Horner S&W, $3 
America: ‘*. . . undertakes in his splendid 
(book) to psychoanalyze the Japanese in an 
effort to explain but not condone their 
paradoxical character. With remarkable pa- 
tience and skill, he sketches the religious, 
eultural and organic trends which Japan in- 
herited from its past and which put upon 
the nation its rigid—and to the West its 
incomprehensible—code of behavior. . .’’ 

A—F—REV (p. 84) 


THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 


Communism and the Conscience of 
the West 

Rt. Rev. Msgr. Fulton J. Sheen 

Bobbs, $2.50 
Emmanuel: ‘*. . . The particular value of 
this book lies in the intensive treatment that 
touches the source of the evil and proves 
the problem to be not economic, not politi- 
eal, but religious. . . 

‘¢. . . Recommended not only to all Catho- 
lies but to the multitudes of all faiths still 
eapable of responding to conscience and re- 
ligious feeling.’’ 

A—E—REC 


The Crusaders 

Stafan Heym LB, $3.50 
Time: ‘*. . . a good, readable novel .. . 
dealing principally with a group of officers 
in what is called Propaganda Intelligence 

. interesting for its scope, for the ambi- 
tion that Author Heym reveals, for his bold- 
ness in attempting a major work, and for 
the odd foreign quality, sometimes engag- 
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ing, of his observations. But . . . would 
need much more to justify the praise that 
the booksellers have given it.’’ (His pre- 
vious book, Hostages, was rated by Bools 
On Trial in December, 1942, as ‘‘ unclean, 
disapproved. ’’) 

AWR 


The Disruption of American Democracy 

Roy Franklin Nichols Mage, $7.59 
Paul Kiniery in The Commonweal: ‘*. . . 
Argues effectively that the Civil War can 
be called an ‘irrepressible’ conflict only be- 
cause national leaders were so immersed in 
politics that they failed to understand na- 
tional problems ‘and their failure brought 
them their own destruction and that of the 
Union.’ . . . It is doubtful if any cther 
volume gives a more comprehensive picture 
of the disastrous Democratie convention in 
Charleston, in 1860.’’ 

A—F 


The Driving Forces of Human Nature 

Dom T. V. Moore G&S, $6.50 
The Commonweal: ‘*. .. A textbook .. . it 
is so good an introduction to psychology that 
it ean be read with profit and enjoyment by 
others than students and scholars. 

‘¢. .. His name and work are highly re- 
spected in the fields of psychology and nsy- 
chiatry. . . There’s loads of lecture material 
and sermon material in the book, but the 
author is careful to distinguish between the 
WR..s « 

‘*For half a century as student, teachcr, 
writer, clinician and priest,-Dom Thomas 
Verner Moore, O.S.B., demonstrated that a 
scientist, even a psychiatrist, can be a saint- 
ly man.’’ 

A—REC 


Economic Security and Ind v-dual 
Freedom 

Albert Lauterbach Cornell U., $2 59 
America; **. .. An economic tract for our 
times. . . Unless we quit talking cliches and 
get down to economic realities, we shall end 
up in totalitarianism via the stupid way of 
insecurity, unemployment, crisis and war. 

‘*Whatever the scheme adopted to level 
out the ups and downs of our erratic eco- 
nomie system, it must leave room for initia- 
tive and enterprise. . . 

‘<Dr. Lauterbach ... is arguing here not 
for socialism, but for a mixed economy .. . 
The sharp differences which formerly exist- 
ed between economic liberalism and sezial- 
ism have gradually worn away. Many busi- 
nessmen have come to recognize the necessity 
of some social controls. . .’’ 

A—SAT 


Farming and Democracy 

A. Whitney Griswold HB, $3.00 
Luigi G. Ligutti in America: ‘*. . . sets 
about the task of discrediting the idea ‘that 
farming as a family enterprise is the ‘‘ back- 
bone of democracy’’. ‘. . . is very careful 
never to define democracy .. . is adroit in 
the art of drawing conclusions which logi- 
eally do not follow from the facts presented 


‘*The only purpose . . . to help fill out the 
fast growing shelf of books devoted to a 
smearing of familv-enternrise farming, with 
the hopes of shaping public opinion toward 
the permitting of legislation which will le- 
galize and safeguard the concentration of 
land ownership in the hands of a few. . .’’ 

A—DM 
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From Normandy to the Baltic 

Field Marshal B. L. Montgomery, 

the Viscount of El Alamein HM,$5 
The Chicago Tribune: ‘‘chiefly of interest 
to students of military history. The average 
reader will find it stodgy, full of trite 
phrases, revealing the colossal egotism of the 
man, but adding little illumination to the 
great military controversies of the war. . .’’ 

AWR 


The Future Mr. Dolan 
Charles Gorham 
The Chicago Tribune: ‘*. . . interpretation 
of ...a young punk on his way up... 
Gorham doesn’t attempt to explain how 
Mattie Dolan got that way, unless indirectly 
his mental state was due to the manner in 
which he was reared by an alcoholic mother 
and an ignorant, bigoted, tyrannical father 
. realism of the novel is at times nauseat- 
ing ... strictly not for the squeamish. . . 
A—DIS 


Dial, $3.00 


John Hancock: Patriot in Purple 

Herbert S. Allen Mac, $6 00 
America: **, .. The man who emerges from 
the author’s pages is a curious mixture of 
strength and weakness. . . Boston’s leading 
merchant and one of the wealthiest men in 
the Colonies, Hancock was arrogant and os- 
tentutious, pleasure-loving and something of 
a glutton, yet hardworking and unselfishly 
devoted to any cause which aroused his en- 
thusiasm; . . . soon became the idol of the 
masses in Boston and throughout Massa- 
chusetts. . 

‘*. . . scholarly and interesting book. . .’’ 

A—SAT 


History of the Christian Brothers 
Bro. Angelus Gabriel, F.S.C. 
MeMullen, $8.50 


The Sign: **. ..A brisk, journalistic style 
makes it pleasant and interesting. .. A for- 
word by Cardinal Spellman, who has met the 
Christian Brothers all over the globe, ex- 
presses the gratitude of the Church for their 
labors. . . 

**Candor and spirit mark the book. Ex- 
amples of great sacrifice, charity, and ad- 
herence to principle, which have given the 
Christian Brothers their good spirit and es- 
prit de corps, abound... 

*<Tf you know the Christian Brothers, you 
cannot afford to pass by this book. If you 
don’t know them, here will begin a noble 
friendship. ’’ 

A—F 


A House by the Sea 

Jon Godden Rinehart, $2.75 
John S. Kennedy in The Sign: ‘*. . . sug- 
gests that living and sexual experience are 
synonymous, and that a raw, merely sensual, 
and morally wrong sexual experience is geod 
and beneficent. This notion, though hack- 
neyed, is utterly snecious, and there is some- 
thing especially distasteful about its being 
fitted out in fastidious prose.’’ 

A—DIS 


Ideas Have Consequences 

Richard M. Weaver  U. of Chicago, $2.75 
America: ‘*. . . He shows how ideas pre- 
valent in society during the past four hun- 
dred years have caused a steady decline in 
thought, in religion, in education, in gov- 
ernment, until today Western culture stands 
on the brink of ruin... 
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**Mr. Weaver advises a return to sound 
metaphysics. To this every Catholic woul 
say a hearty ‘Amen!’ However, he would 
hardly agree that metaphysics should begiy 
with a Platonic product of the imagination 
. . . He would positively object to interpret. 
ing Genesis and the beginning of St. John’s 
Gospel as myth and symbol. . . These anda 
few other positions weaken the total effect 
of the book. . .’’ 

A—F (WR) 





Important People 

Robert Van Gelder DD, $3 00 
John S. Kennedy in The Sign: ‘‘. . . The 
merit of this work lies in its knowledge. 
able and acid presentation of the minds, 
mores, and milieu of the extremely wealthy 
and their hangers-on... has some worth as 
a commentary on race relations . . . asa 
whole, it impresses one as factitious ...a 
distinctly unpleasant book, concerned . , , 
with the immorality and amorality of men, 
women, and even children.’’ 

A—DM 











Existentialism .. . 
(Continued from page 139) 








Are the Existentialists, again, for. 
getting, rebelling against, or explain- 
ing away what Christians call ‘‘erea- 
tureliness’’; rather is their effort, or 
the effort of some of them, directed 
to a deeper understanding of ‘‘crea- 
tureliness ?’’ 

Mr. Harper’s volume gives rise to 
these thoughts and questions. They 
may be superficial, they may lack 
sympathy. The fault may not be en- 
tirely the reader’s. 

Mr. Harper did not write what the 
Bol'andists call a work of haute vul 
garisation, He did not write a scier- 
tific or semi-scientifie work on Exist 
entialists. In common with the Er 
istentialists whom he treats, he does 
not define any terms. Perhaps ther 
really are none to define. But the ob- 
jection to that failure is that, # 
Cardinal Newman remarks, the hv- 
man mind is naturally Aristotelian. 

When M. Emile Berger was in this 
country recently, he talked of Exist 
entialism in far less esoteric terms 
On the basis of information deriving 
from his talk, this volume has beet 
sometimes interesting, sometimes dull 
sometimes original, and sometimés 
repetitious. 

One ought not talk about Existet: 
tialism, perhaps, unless one has 
it, but one may be even less inclinel 
to talk about it or to think about! 
afterward. 


Note: Jacques Maritain’s evalut 
tion of Existentialism is to be fou 
in his forthcoming ‘‘ Existence 
The Existent”’ (Nov., $2.75). —Ed. 
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The Iron Curtain 

Igor Gouzenko Dutton, $3.00 
The Sign: ‘‘.. . Here is a man of the peo- 
ple who sincerely believed that by whole- 
heartedly adhering to the Soviet ideology 
he was advancing the cause of mankind. . . 
(His ] first contact with the miserable cap- 
italistie world on his arrival in Canada shat- 
tered his belief in Soviet idealogy. . . 

‘‘Gouzenko’s exposure of Soviet spy 
methods is too widely known to be men- 
timed here. It is the climax of his story 

” 













Walter Dushnyck in America: ‘‘. . . By far 
the most dramatie exposé of Soviet spying 
and double-dealing in the Western Hemi- 
sphere published to date. . . Mr. Gouzenko, 
former code clerk in the Soviet Embassy in 
Ottawa, made his momentous decision to 
desert ‘Stalin upon his discovery of Ameri- 
can life. He came to this. decision while find- 
ing freedom and respect for the individual 
in supposedly decadent and capitalist-ridden 
Canada. 


“Unlike his predecessors, when leaving 
the Soviet Embassy, Igor Gouzenko took 
with him documentary proof—original let- 
ters, messages and the like—of the Russian 
spy network in Canada and the United 
States. 

‘«.,. Mr. Gouzenko . . . has performed a 
great service not only to Canada and the 
United States, but to free peoples cvery- 
where. . .”? 


A—F—REV(p. 45) 

























Lace Curtain 

Ellin Berlin DD, $3.00 
America: ‘*, .. She is a capable craftsman, 
and her finished product holds its own as a 
competent Catholic novel... . / A need for 
a novel about mixed marriage existed; it 
has been filled very adequately.’’ 

4—REC—REV (p. 53) 
















NEGRO GI IN GERMANY 


The Last of the Conquerors 
William Gardner Smith FS, $2.75 


Richard Sullivan in the Chicago Tribune: 
-.. Story of a young Negro soldier (sta- 
toned in Berlin with Army of Occupation) 
... his passionate involvement with a Ger- 
man girl, . . 

‘The possibilities . . . are tremendous but 
for the most part unrealized. Justice . . . 
the real and dominating idea. But it is 
mixed up and practically lost in a kind of 
ual welter. Issues become confused; ideas 
fonder; characters fade into loose, general 
‘ypes. .. The cancerous subject of race pre- 
Indie, which so rightly needs full and com- 
petent treatment in fiction, is here given 
oly a shallow and dubious, quick and melo- 
dramatic handling. . .’? 

4—DM 





















The Legend of Henry Ford 

Keith Sward Rinehart, $5.00 
dn attempt to smash the legends that en- 
shrine Henry Ford, it will be quite pleasing 
to those who think we are better off today 
i” paying $2100 plus black market extras 
‘ta Ford car compared with the days when 
hn Sold three cars for a thousand dol- 










—J.C.T. 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


Lenin 

David Shub DD, $5 00 
The Commonweal: **, What emerges 
from Mr. Shub’s able and well-documented 
biography is that Lenin, for all the adula- 
tion rendered him by well-meaning persons 
who ought to know better, was in fact 
tarred with the same brush as Stalin who, 
as his successor, merely bettered his instruc- 
tion, even as Lenin had bettered the instrue- 
tion of Marx. . .’’ 

A—SAT 


A Little Tea, A Little Chat 

Christina Stead HB, $3.75 
Time: ‘*, .. Miss Stead has chosen to write 
about the most loathsome and amoral char- 
acters that can be dredged up from the cock- 
tail bars and brokerage houses of New York 
. . . the reader has but one desire: to get 
away from them ... in her money-crazed 
and lecherous characters, Miss Stead de- 
prives herself of all possibilities for moral 
contrasts and dramatic conflicts. . .’’ 

A—U 


The Living Is Easy 

Dorothy West HM, $3.50 
The Commonweal: ‘*Richard Wright’s and 
Ralph Ellison’s violent accounts of Negro 
life in this country are the natural, pas- 
sionatc outgrowths of the lowest levels of 
race prejudice; ... Miss West’s Negroes 
of early Twentieth Century Boston have be- 
come snobbish and cautious. . . The ironic 
theme of the novel is the disintegration 
wrought by a poor outsider from the Deep 
South, who aspires to be more middle class 
than any of them. 

‘6... In her first novel, Miss West dis- 
plays all the talents of a highly compctent 
writer. ’’ 

A—F 


A Long Fourth and Other Stories 

Peter Taylor HB, $3.09 

(intro. Robert Penn Warren) 
J. F. Powers in The Commonweal: ‘‘. 
Taylor’s people are more town than country, 
neither high nor low, the divided middle, 
Southerners all... 

‘*Those who want the most fiction can 
give, who expect to read things they hardly 
knew they knew—to experience the shock of 
recognition—will enjoy Peter Taylor and re- 
member these stories.’’ 

AWR 


Mademoiselle Lavalliere 

Edward F. Murphy DD, $3.00 
J. ©. Lehane, C.M., in The Vincentian: 
‘*... As a novel... does not succeed very 
well . . . too artificial. Father Murphy does 
not seem to have the knack of re-creating 
the France of the nineteenth century. . . 

‘¢ All through the book the French back- 
ground, as well as the behavior of those who 
act against it, fails to convince. . . The dia- 
logue is a strange mixture of modern 
American slang and French phrases. . .’’ 

A—SAT(WR)—REV(p. 56) 


Mal’abar Farm 
Louis Bromfield 
(il. Kate Lord) 
The New York Times: ‘‘. . . Mr. Bromfield 
has an interesting and important story to 
tell ... of vital interest to every man, 
woman and child in these United States... 
a book which will give much pleasure and 
do.a lot of good... Mr. Bromfield has mixed 


Harper, $3.75 
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extracts from his farm journals with chap- 
ters on such subjects as grass, population, 
fertilizer, conservation of wildlife, and this 
mixture makes for much overlapping and an- 
noying repetition. . .’’ 


The Masquerade in Spain 
Charles Foltz, Jr. HM, $4.00 


The Catholic World: ‘*. . . Foltz, ex-chief of 
the Associated Press bureau in Madrid .. . 
[now European Editor of World Report... | 
does succeed in dispelling a few myths. ‘A 
lot of nonsense,’ Mr. Foltz reports, ‘has 
been written about the origins of the Span- 
ish Civil War. Using obscure incidents, 
writers with an axe to grind have set out to 
show that it was started by Hitler and Mus- 
solini as a deep-dyed Axis plot. This is pure 
fiction. . .’ 

‘¢(The book) is really another act in an 

anti-Spain, anti-Catholic crusade. ..’’ 
The Sign: ‘*. . . Franco should be grateful 
to writers like Charles Foltz, Jr . . .. [who] 
has made no effort to conceal his bitter 
hatred for the Franco regime . . . has set 
out to put into the record every scrap of 
evidence calculated to damage Franco’s 
case. . . 

‘¢. . . Begins with the assumption that 
the government which Franco overthrew 
was a legitimate one . . . therefore, makes 
the famous pastoral which the Spanish 
Bishops issued in September 1937 appear to 
be a piece of anti-Loyalist propaganda. He 
quotes none of the evidence they gave to 
prove that the elections of 1936 were 
fraudulent. . . 

‘*Mr. Foltz makes a great deal of Fran- 
eo’s relations with Hitler’s Germany, but 
the violence with which Goebbels’ recently 
published secret diary denounces Franco’s 
lack of co-operation with the Nazis gives 
the other side of the picture. . . 

‘¢The passion with which writers like Mr. 
Foltz discuss this small, nonaggressive 
country of twenty-six million people is one 
of the most significant psychological facts 
of our time.’’ 

A—U 


The Mediterranean: Its Role in 
America’s Foreign Policy 

William Reitzel HB, $2.75 
America: ‘*, . . the latest volume issued by 
the Yale Institute of International Studies 
. .. the first book to make a comprehensive 
survey of the Mediterranean as a locale of 
American interest and power. . .’’ 

A—SAT 


The Memoirs of Cordell Hull 
Mae, 2V., $10.50 
The Sign: ‘*. .. As a document these mem- 


oirs are of major import. . .’’ 
A—F 


The More Perfect Union 

R. M. Maclver Mae, $4.00 
The Sign: ‘‘ Professor MacIver . . . set him- 
self the task of making an impartial study 
of the various forms of prejudice against 
certain minorities in the United States, the 
eause of prejudice, how it is fostered by 
propaganda and other means, and what 
might be practical and sensible solutions of 
many diverse kinds, . .’’ 
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Labor Leaders 


Join University Council 


William Green, president of the 
American Federation of Labor, and 
Phillip Murray, president of the C. 
I. O., have accepted appointments as 
members of the Advisory Council for 
the College of Commerce at the Uni- 
versity of Notre Dame. 

Thirty-one leading business, indus- 
trial, and labor leaders comprise the 
Council, which was established to 
stimulate closer ties between business, 
industry, and labor. Experts in these 
fields will be heard during the com- 
ing year at the Bishop O’Hara Semi- 
nar Lecture series, and special clinics 
on business problems will also be 
held. 





Mutual Survival: The Goal of 
Unions and Management 

E. Wight Bakke Harper, $1.50 
America: ‘*. . . The first of a series of ‘In- 
terim Reports’ by the Labor and Manage- 
ment Center at Yale University desiened to 
contribute to the development of principles 
of human behavior as they relate to indus- 
trial relations . . . a masterly, factual and 
analytical study of the basic origin of the 
industrial struggle. . . 

‘¢. . . After a detailed, interesting and 
highly intelligent analysis of a varicty of 
causative agents, he arrived at a maior con- 
clusion: At the basis of most specific dif- 
ficulties reported was the fact that both 
management and union leaders were expect- 
ing the other to behave in a way which each 
believed was impossible if they were to sur- 
vive, .. 

««. .. Can be highly recommended. . .’’ 

A—SAT 


The Naked and the Dead 

Norman Mailer Rinehart, $4.00 
The Sign: ‘*. .. A very raw book... not 
merely in the sense of being rough and 
erude, but also in the sense of being un- 
refined by depth of perception and pro- 
fundity of understanding. ’’ 
The Transcript: ‘*... gargantuan portrayal 
of the life of enlisted men in an Army com- 
bat unit . . . attempts to show what it went 
through and to plumb each member of it in 
turn. . . [author has] philosonhical precon- 
ceptions of his own .. . as interpretation it 
is deficient and even callow.’’ 
A—DIS 


The Nazarovs 

Markoosha Fischer Harper, $3.00 
Mary L. Dunn in America: ‘Mrs. Fischer, 
herself a disillusioned Communist, . . . has 
written an absorbing story of three gencra- 
tions of Nazarovs against a background of 
revolution, deprivation and terror. .. 

‘¢. . . Cannot be recommended without 
reservation—because of one very lurid pas- 
sage—but in general it condemns moral 
chaos ... a powerful book. .. This reviewer 
recommends it to all our pink and red liber- 
als, hoping it will haunt their dreams as it 
did hers.’’ 

A—SAT(WER) 





BOOKS ON TRIAL 


Nehru of India 
Cornellia Spencer 


Nehru on Gandhi 


Day, $2.50 


Day, $2.00 
The Commonweal: ‘*. . . so anxious to be 
red hot spot news, up to the minute deadline 
dispatches, that they achieve only a some- 
what breathless journalism. Nothing Mrs. 
Spencer has to say on Nehru is a quarter 
as good as what Nehru has to say about 
himself. If her little book sends her young 
readers to Nehru’s own superb writings 
that will be at least something in its favor. 
It is supposedly written for American chil- 


dren. .. Nehru’s articles and speeches about 
Gandhi are useful as a volume of refer- 
ence. . .’’ 

A—FIO 


The New Congo 

Tom Marvel DS&P, $5.00 
America: ‘*, . . presents in colorful and at- 
tractive form the history, the geography, the 
development and the meaning of the Belgian 
Congo. It is frank and does not avoid the 
issues. . .’’ 

A—SAT 


FAMILY READING CLUB 


New Sona in a Strange Land 

Esther Warner 
The Commonweal: ‘‘Esther Warner is a 
sculptress; her husband a Firestone em- 
plovee and she feels very differently about 
Liberia than did, or do, the wives (40) of 
the 125 Firestone employees on the rubber 
plantation. 

Mrs. Warner accents polygamy. . . One 
wishes it were possible to translate pidgin 
English into the more usual kind... 302 
pages of it are curiously exasperating. .. A 
certain smugness informs this book. . .’’ 

A—DM 


HM, $3.50 


New York: The Wor'd’s Capital City 

Cleveland Rodgers & 

Rebecca B. Ran’ in Harper, $5.00 
The Commonweal: **,.. A pretentious work 
covering the history of New York City by 
a former editor of the Brooklyn Eagle... 
. . » Not a conventional history . . .rather a 
ser‘es of essays... The style... is nedes- 
trinn. . . Useful addition to a reference 
library. 

‘*Nowhere do Rodgers and Rankin hint 
that as [Lewis] Mumford helieves, New 
York’s days are numbered and that in the 
America of tomorrow it will be uneconomic 
to support the giant skyserapers, the clabo- 
rate transportation system and all the vast 
paraphernalia required to make New York 
run from day to day.’’ 

A—SAT(WR) 


New York City 

The Editors of ‘‘ Look’? HM, $5.00 
The Commonweal: ‘*. .. A guide book in 
the ‘Look at America’ series. . . Primarily 
a striking photographie portrayal of the 
city, admirably presented, with only enough 
text to make the photographs understand- 
able.’’ 

A—SAT 


The Old Beauty and Others 

Willa Cather Knopf, $2.50 
Chicago Tribune: ‘*. . . one of those works 
of literary art in which not only the whole 
life of an individual but the whole spirit 
of a period is caught in so few words that 

































































October-November, 19438 § 0 
the reader can and often does remember al 
most of them . . . also embodies an era jp Bx 
writing which seems sadly past, a day whey re 
a truly great author shunned both haste anj 
waste. . .’’ ag 

A—REC—REV (p. 91) m 

in 
On Active Service 

Henry L. Stimson & 

McGeorge Bundy Harper, $5.0 Tl 
Enlightening biography of statesman-poli- 
tican who served under six presidents and Jo 
in the cabinets of four, and as Secretary of ¢ 
War during World War ITI. Clears up a lo 0 
of uncertainty regarding our pre-war pol tin 
icies. Has a likable sort of tentativeness, as tiv 
though President Roosevelt could have been tig 
wrong once or twice. of 

A—SAT 
the 

Our New National Labor Policy “ 

Fred A. Hartley, Jr. F&W, $2.85 | 
Behind-the-scenes story of the Taft-Hartley q 
Act—its history and the reasons for its en & ° 
actment. The foreword is by Senator Taft, : 
and the sub-title ‘‘The Taft-Hartley Act Pa 
and the Next Step.’’ ; 

A—FIO 
The 

Our Partnership 

Beatrice Webb LG, $500 BS 
Commonweal: ‘*, .. Beatrice Potter and Sid BF ym 
ney Webb worked together for half a cen & ¢joy 
tury in the cause of social reform. ‘Ow & the 
Partnership’ covers the years 1892-1912,... I yin 
it would be easy to exaggerate the interest pose 
of this book for the average reader. It con JF \oy 
sists primarily of extracts from contem J ye 
porary diaries, .. Much... will appear dry & sr 
unless one comes to the book with a special & {ey 
interest in the spadework of social « § 
form. .. wont 

**Tt is doubtful whether any reformer 4 

have had less trust in the wisdom and capa 

city of the common man. The Webbs be @ [7 
lieved in government for him, but hardly by Peon 
him. . .’’ 

A—SAT h.. 
press 
labor 

Our Plundered Planet noble 
Fairfield Osborn LB, $2.50 py, 
Emerson Hynes in The Commonweal: ‘... & iit, 
The title is the clue to the thesis. It is man J ‘hose 
who is the enemy, the plunderer. . . Mr. Os & ‘es 
born shows how precarious is the hold of “J 
living things on the planet. . . He presents 
the problem of the pressure of increasing @ tts 
population and the limit of arable land, espe & Mtte 
cially in two of the three great clusters of fj ‘mu 
population: the China-Japan and the Indie Sohn 
Ceylon areas, . . — 

‘<Mr. Osborn’s book is aimed to shock J ("hy 
and instill fear, and there’s little doubt but @-.. 
the treatment is needed. Perhaps no people ie 
have ever been so wasteful of their natu y ab 
resources as we in the United States...” ‘a 

A—SAT This 

onal, 

The Outer Edges * 
Charles Jackson Rinehart, $2.75 , 
The Sign: ‘*Mr. Jackson’s purpose is ! "ig 
show that the perpetrator of a vile and 8 Ih Pojyy, 
sationally publicized double murder may De HF ing d 
far less malicious, far less a sinner thal & aja 
respectable people whose evil-doing is ©” J ton 
ventional and undisclosed. . . they gy 

‘‘The central idea .. . is sound and sttik ff it js, 

ing. As worked out by Mr. Jackson it © BF inten 





comes an indictment of contemporary society 
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and a warning against intellectually and 
socially accepted abuses which are morally 
reprehensible. . . 

‘‘A minor question mark must be set 
against the altogether perfunctory preach- 
ment put in the mouth of a priest attempt- 
ing to comfort the bereaved father.’’ 

A—DM 










The Parish and the Hil 

Mary Doyle Curran H M, $3.00 
John M. Flynn in the Chicago Tribune: 
“,, a first novel that calls for no kindly 
endescension, no patronizing head pat- 
tings . . . perfect blending of fondly sensi- 
tive recollection and penetrating observa- 
tim .. . one of the finest novels yet written 
of the Irish in America... 

“Tf there’s any Irish in you at all, 
there’s almost an obligation on you to read 
“The Parish and the Hill.’’ But if, regard- 
les of your ancestral origins, you’re a lover 
of a moving, well written, honest tale, the 
obligation on you is still more urgent.’’ 

AWR—REV (p. 91) 




















Patrick Calls Me Mother 

Ann Barley Harper, $2.75 
The Sign: ‘*... With skill born of her 
career as writer for magazines, radio, and 
Amy Shows, Miss Barley tells a story that 
is alternately bright, tender, serious, and 
amusing. It is sometimes too consciously 
cever. . . Most readers will be charmed by 
the young Patrick and be equally con- 
vined of his mother’s sincerity of pur- 
pose. ?? 

Mary Stack McNiff in America: ‘*. . . The 
aeount of her adventures is hilarious as she 
stuggles with red tape, with language dif- 
feulties, with the numberless comical things. 
... She has a clear eye, a ready wit, and a 
wonderful sense of the incongruous. . .’’ 
4—F (WR) 



















LITERARY GUILD 
Peony 

Pearl S. Buck Day, $3.00 
Harold C. Gardiner in America: ‘*. . . Im- 
pressive as the whole is, I think that it 
bors from a grave psychological fau!t. The 
wble pagans are uniformly presented as hap- 
yy, carefree, unplagued by any sense of 
sin, well balanced and tolerant; whereas 
those who believe in God are precisely the 
wes who undergo mental agonies. . . 

“Mrs. Buck portrays her Chinese charac- 
ts so affectionately that she may almost 
persuade an unwary reader that it is far 
eter to be a tolerant pagan than a ‘God- 
temused’ believer. ?? 

‘ohn S$. Kennedy in The Transcript: ‘*. . . 
uretricious pot-boiler by the woman who 
(hy?) won the Nobel prize some time back 
‘+. argument is that they (the Jews in 
(hina) solved the problem of anti-Semitism 
y abandoning their belief in the one true 
God and conforming to earthy paganism. . . 
‘lig ig not merely insulting, it is irra- 
onal, ?? 
4—DIS 


Pigrim’s Inn 
leabeth Goudge C-McC, $3.00 
sension : ‘¢. .. The Eliots... parents of 
"t children, buy a quaint wayside inn 
el the Herb of Grace to turn into a 
oe for their family. From the minute 
yenter under its roof they become aware 
i its weleome and feel that some subtle 
ulunce for good is being exerted upon 
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them. . . The house eventually works its 
spell ...a masterly handling of a difficult 
subject . . . a novel with much to recom- 
mend it. . .’’ 

A—HS—F—REV (p. 9) 


Pine, Potatoes and People 

Helen Hamlin Norton, $3.00 
Luigi G. Ligutti in America: ‘‘. . . Mrs. 
Hamlin has lived the democracy of small- 
farm life in New England. Here are history, 
folk culture and character delineation such 
as can come only from one steeped in the 
ways of people on the land. Simple but re- 
vealing. . .’’ 

A—SAT 


The Plague 
Albert Camus Knopf, $3.00 


America: ‘‘, .. unmarked by the drama and 
sustaining interest possessed by Camus’ 
first, The Stranger, though it has for subject 
the effects of the advent of bubonic plague 
in the city of Oran in Algeria. Camus’ pur- 
pose is obviously to work out his philosophy 
in terms of such a situation... 

‘*The long, slow narrative of the physical 
and psychological effects of the plague and 
the weight of Camus’ negative attitude 
make very lugubrious going.’’ 

A—DM 


Politics in the Empire State 

Warren Moscow Knopf, $3.00 
America: ‘*. .. Moscow, for years a political 
reporter in Albany for the New York Times, 
provides . . . a simple, well-written, enter- 
taining, straightforward account of the 
techniques through which the six million 
voters of the Empire State operate pocitical- 
ly or are operated upon by the men and ma- 
chines that control power... has faith in 
our political procedures. . .’’ 

A—SAT 


Presidential Sweepstakes 

Henry Luther Stoddard Putnam, $3.00 
William G. Tyrrell in America: ‘‘ Stoddard 
[1861-1947], reporter, editor, or publisher 
was an interested observer of the happen- 
ings in national polities. . . 

‘¢. . . an interesting glimpse into the his- 
torie scene of Presidential elections . . . espe- 
cially timely.’’ 

A—SAT 


The Price of Power 

Hanson W. Baldwin Harper, $3.75 
America: ‘*... Can the United States regu- 
late its military policy in a way most likely 
to achieve world stability, without jeopardiz- 
ing our democratic freedoms in the process? 
The present volume is more than merely a 
military study, although it presents the most 
recent available data on new weapons, bio- 
logical warfare and atomic-bomb experi- 
ments. Its unique value lies in the fact that 
it puts these problems in their economic and 
political perspective, something the Depart- 
ment of Defense has never done and is ap- 
parently incapable of doing. . .’’ 


Quebec to New England 

Ambrose Kennedy B-H, $5.00 
This life of Msgr. Charles Dauray is actual- 
ly the history of the French speaking popu- 
lation of the diocese of Providence, Rhode 
Island, from 1872 to 1931. Beautifully 
printed, with 37 photographs. 

A—SAT 
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The Rising Sun in the Pacific 
Samuel Eliot Morison LB, $6.00 


A elear record of a combination of failures 
leading to the Pearl Harbor disaster. Mori- 
son’s biography of Columbus was a Pulitzer 
prize winner. Although he is on inactive 
duty with the U. S. Navy the present book 
is not official history. 

Morison believes that if our diplomacy 
had been sounder Japan might never had 
made war on us. The attack on Pearl Harbor 
was a strategic imbecility. In 1941 the Japa- 
nese navy was more powerful than the com- 
bined Allied Fleet in the Pacifie—but there 
were two weaknesses—the nation was not 
geared to mass production and did not have 
industrial bases to support the navy. 

Historians will welcome this book. 

A—SAT 


Roll Back the Sea 
Den Doolaard S&S, $2.95 


America: ‘*...a novel... in 1944... The 
British .. . to rout the Germans . . . bombed 
the dikes on the island of Walcheren, which 
lies below sea level . . . causing grim hard- 
ship for its 40,000 inhabitants. . . This is 
simply the story of the fifteen-month battle 
against time, against storm, tide and flood 
. .. the story of the miracle of engineering 
that closed the four breaks in the Walcheren 
dikes ... worth reading. . .’’ 
A—SAT 


Russia’s Europe 
Hal Lehrman 
The Catholic World: ‘‘. . . analysis of the 
Balkans. . . Mr. Lehrman, a late convert to 
the Western democratic cause, most interest- 
ingly shows his own conversion from fellow 

traveler to critic of Stalinist methods. . .’’ 


AC, $3.75 


Seeds of Liberty: The Genesis of 
the American Mind 

Maz Savelle Knopf, $6.50 
America: ‘*. . . what makes Americans dis- 
tinctive? and how did they get that way? 
Max Savelle, professor of history at the 
University of Washington, provides. . 
numerous clues for answering these ques- 
tions . . . after a thorough examination of 
life in the thirteen British colonies in North 
America ... with most of his attention con- 
centrated ... between 1740 and 1760...a 
book that will enlighten many readers. . .’’ 

A—SAT 


Seven By Chance: The 
Accidental Presidents 
Peter R. Levin F & 8, $4.00 


America: ‘*. . . It emphasizes the fact that 
one in at least every five of our Chief Execu- 
tives has achieved office by succession 
rather than by direct election. 


‘*Teddy Roosevelt... shapes up as 
unique in that he fully surpassed mediocrity. 
. . . Coolidge must be accounted a failure in 
retrospect. The others— Tyler, Filmore, 
Johnson, and Arthur—though hardly giants, 
were not the worst of our Executives. . . 
Levin accords this accolade to Presidents 
Grant and Harding. 

Mr. Truman, in the author’s judgment, is 
still in the process of measurement, though 
the record so far lists him as more likely 
to join the failures.’’ 

A—SAT 
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A Sign for a Drumbeat 

Patrick Doncaster Dutton, $3.00 
Novel of conflict in Ulster, featuring under- 
cover strife between authorities and Irish 


Republican secret organization. Weight of — 


unfavorable comment is against I R A ex- 
tremists. Adult. 
A—SAT(WR) 


Six Bells Off Java 

William H. McDougall, Jr. Scribner, $2.75 
Saga of Japanese capture of Sumatra, Au- 
thor believes he was saved by a miracle 
when Dutch escape vessel was sunk by Japa- 
nese bombers. Very good. 

A—F 


Son of the Moon 

Joseph George Hitrec Harper, $3.00 
The Catholic World: ‘‘. .. Vijay Ramsingh, 
scion of a noble Indian family, educated at 
Oxford, returns to his native land with 
Western theories for modernizing and uni- 
fying India . . . yields to the lure of the 
flesh in very up-to-date fashion, not credita- 
ble, but, at least, credible . . . a beautifully 
written book, lyric wits descriptions of 


exotic Indian days and nights . . . essays 
into politics and philosophy. . .’’ 

AWR 
The Story of John Hope 

Ridgely Torrence Mac, $5.09 


John LaFarge in America: ‘‘... the life of 
President Hope (Atlanta University) is an 
excellent document in the cultural history 
of the American Negro, and a key to some 
of the major disputes . . . he was one of the 
most important figures in the dramatic story 
of Negro higher education. . .’’ 


Stranger in the Earth 

Thomas Sugrue Holt, $4.00 
The Sign: ‘*. . . one can only feel an emo- 
tion akin to sadness .. . his life story, whch 
he calls the story of a search, betrays a 
mind confused and a soul not yet at 


al 
A—DM 


This Very Earth 

Erskine Caldwell DS&P, $2.75 
Time: ‘*. . . Perhaps some of his appeal is 
to hunters of the salacious: it is possible to 
read his novels as if they were extended 
dirty jokes ... each of his recent novels is 
more inept than its predecessor, and the 
latest one is as scrawny a literary turkey 
as has been hatched in 1948. . . This Very 
Earth runs its weary preordained course of 
rape, murder and stupidity without once 
arousing the slightest emotional re- 
sponse. . .’’ 

A—DIS 


The Time Is Noon 
Hiram Haydn 


Crown, $3.50 


BOOK-OF-THE-MONTH CLUB 


Tomorrow Will Be Better 

Betty Smith Harper, $3.00 
Harold C. Gardiner in America: ‘‘. .. fails 
in all its characters save one or perhaps 
two, and is inadequate in its approach to 
the family. 

‘¢. . . Miss Smith misses, or perhaps just 
does not care to include, any balance to in- 
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fluences that tend to deaden or coarsen mar- 
riage ... it will sell, but both writing and 
selling will be by-products of the ‘Tree’.’’ 
John S. Kennedy in The Sign: ‘*‘. . . with 
Margy’s marriage the novel begins to falter, 
then collapses, losing its grip on one’s cred- 
ence and sympathy, as it takes on the chill- 
ing clinical air of a case history. 

‘*Inferior to the earlier book [A Tree 
Grows in Broo’ lyn] ... There are a few bits 
smacking of obscenity. The ill-informed and 
wobbly Catholicism of the principals sug- 
gests disquieting thoughts on the religious 
state of the urban masses.’’ 

A—DM—REV(p. 88) 


Toward the Morning 

Hervey Allen Rinehart, $3.00 
Time: ‘*, . . Stern readers, for whom an 
adventure story is not enough, may well 
ask, ‘Is this trip necessary?’ and for them 
the answer is no; but those who like his- 
torical atmosphere laid on thickly and with 
some skill will find it in Hervey Allen’s 
latest.’’ 

A—SAT 


Tracks and Trailcraft 

Ellsworth Jaeger Mae, $3.95 
The Commonweal: ‘‘,. . The detail and ac- 
curacy of every one of the thousands of 
illustrations are amazing. . . Certainly the 
book of the year for anybody and everybody 
over eighteen months, or under eighty. . .’’ 

A—F 


A Union Officer in the 
Reconstruction 

John William De Forest Yale, $3.75 
The Commonweal: ‘‘. . . Recounts De For- 
est’s experiences as an agent of the Freed- 
men’s Bureau at Greenville, South Carolina, 
in 1866 and 1867. 


‘*The first four chapters are concerned 
with the Negroes in his district; the remain- 
ing six chapters represent a productive ef- 
fort to analyze the various strata of white 


culture in the South. . . Decidedly informa- 
tional. ’’ 

A—SAT 
CATHOLIC LITERARY 
FOUNDATION 


The Wandering Osprey 

Dorothy Macl inder Bruce, $2.50 
J. C. Lehane, C. M. in The New World: 
‘*Those who have read Miss Mackinder’s 
novel, ‘SILVER FOUNTAINS ’, will be dis- 
appointed in ‘THE WANDERING OS- 
PREY’. For this latter book is nothing 
more than a sentimental, romantic, Catholic 
love story with a too patently happy end- 
ing.’’ 

A—SAT—REV(p. 52) 


Earl Warren 

Irving Stone P-H, $2 
Chicago Tribune: ‘‘.. . Stone suggests that 
congress set up a new executive departinent, 
headed by the Vice President, who would 
sit with the cabinet and be a liaison man 
between the legislative and executive depart- 
ments ... an unusually competent piece of 
campaign literature with a minimum of lily 
gilding. Midwesterners, who know little of 
Warren’s career, may read it with great 
interest. 

‘*They also may be glad to know that 
Warren, as governor of California, the state 
of faddists and cultists, was able to keep 
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widely differing groups working together, 
He also, according to Stone, consistent) 






opposed centralizations of governments) 
power. ..’’ 
A—SAT 







Washington Witch Hunt 

Bert Andrews Random House, $2.59 
Robert F. Drinan in America: ‘‘ When te, 
employes of the State Department were gy. 
bitrarily dismissed as ‘potential seeur 
risks’ (1947) Andrews, chief of the Wash. 
ington bureau of the New York Heralj 
Tribune, went into action. His exposure of 
the Department’s bungling and the violation 
of civil rights won the Pulitzer Prize fo 
Journalism for 1947... 

‘¢. . . Dealing with the Thomas Commit 
tee. the author tends to fall into the vice he 
deplores. .. 

‘*...a timely and valuable warning 
against the excesses that mar some of the 
hearings. . .’’ 

AWR 

















The Well of Compassion 

David Alman S &S, $3.00 
The Sign: ‘*A story of inter-racial marriag 
between a Negro man and a white woma 

. . neither of the principals has a grain of 
ethical sense or intent. .. 

‘*Mr. Alman refrains from utilizing mam 
opportunities which would invite erotic treat: 
ment. He has gifts; but he must forge 
Freud and get a grip on them.’’ 

A—DM 














Wisteria Cottage 
Robert M. Coates HB, $2.5! 


Richard Sullivan in Chicago Tribune: “... 
this novel plunges deep into the ominous r 
cesses of a sick human mind. It is . . . likey 
to shock, or oppress, or frighten, or dis 
turb—but always to hold—its readers. Ye 
there is in it none of the cheap sensational 
ism which has marked certain other works 
of fiction dealing with the same general sub 
ject matter. ..’’ 
AWR 















With Crooked Lines 

J. M. Hartley Bruee, $2.75 
John 8. Kennedy in The Monitor: ‘‘...@ 
egregiously inept performance. The inter 
tion behind it is good, but the execution it 
dicates an appalling lack of wisdom atl 
technique. Life is falsified on almost ever 
pace... 

‘¢. . . it is the publication of just sud 
amateurish and _ preposterously wrought 
works as this which most hurts the prestigt 
and the prospects of the Catholic novel.”’ 

AWR—REV (p. 57) 




















Woman With a Sword 
Hollister Noble DD, $3.0 


America: ‘*. . . a thoughtful, sympatheti 
biography of a women (who worked) ft 
the preservation of the Union with a # 
far beyond her strength . . . bespeaks an # 
finite amount of research in its accurat* 
cital of events, and a real crusading spit! 
in its portraits of the heroine. ..’’ 

The Monitor, San Francisco: ‘‘..- Mis 
Carroll belonged to the celebrated Carttl 
family of Maryland. Unlike Charles 
and John Carroll, she was a Protestant. .: 
word should be said of the political do 
trine filtering through this ponderous pi 
duction. Anne is represented as concl 
































i SPF reas S mi =] 


















October-November, 1948 










that the reform of society along legal lines 
js impossible and that violence is necessary 
and good. One must forget ‘legal niceties’ 
and ‘take part enthusiastically in the full 
sweep of revolutionary events, swimming 
with the current instead of against it.’...’’ 


A—SAT—REV(p. 98) 
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Spiritual 
The Apocalypse of St. John 

R. J. Loenertz, O.P. S & W, $2.50 
The Sign: ‘‘... a letter of consolation sent 
by St. John the Apostle from his island of 
wile... a revelation to the Church Militant 
and an assurance of the ultimate victory of 
Christ. ..”’ 

A—FAV—REV (p. 285, Vol. V1) 












France Alive 
Claire Huchet Bishop McMullen, $3.00 


Sign: ‘*. . . the story of a nation’s being 
born again. And those who are infusing a 
new soul into the eldest daughter of the 
(hurch work according to a motto which 
was proclaimed implicitly by Christ’s own 
strategy on Calvary: ‘To be a Christian is 
to astonish!’. . . 

‘‘The besetting sin of revolutionaries is 
always their readiness to despise the seem- 
ingly fainthearted . . . incidents recorded by 
Mrs. Bishop . . . suggest that France’s re- 
lgious revolutionaries also have a tendency 
to demand heroic charity as a minimum re- 
quirement for the title of Christian. . . She 
knows how to recount an incident... some 
of what she encountered in France today is 
almost certain to have a wholesome impact 
upon any reader whose Christian spirit is not 
steeped in lethargy. . .’’ 


4A—REC—REV—(p. 149, Vol. V1) 






















St. Francis of Assisi: The 
Legends and Lauds 
ed. Otto Karrer 8 & W, $3.00 


The Life of the Spirit: ‘*... A Catena of 
tepresentative excerpts such as, for the gen- 
eal reader and in a single book, may stand 
for the whole corpus of early Franciscan 
literature... a quite competent introdue- 
tion to each of the seven sections that divide 

matter ... a sound prefatory essay to 
the whole . . . a thoroughly representative 
anthology of early Franciscan literature 
ad a very fair setting forth of the main 
Franciscan literary problem. . .’* 


4—F—REV (p. 59) 
















The Human Wisdom of St. Thomas 
Arranged by Joseph Pieper 8 & W, $2.00 
The Sign: ‘*,..He has compiled 531 
Weighty philosophical remarks made by St. 
mas, presented them without commen- 
lary, and challenged us to think them out 
‘it ourselves . . . for those who can master 
i, there is concentrated wisdom... 
thought-laden dicta... and even the ma- 
for an intellectual parlor game. . .’’ 
4A—REC 









BOOKS ON TRIAL 


The Image of His Maker 

Robert E. Brennan, O.P. Bruce, $3.25 
The Sign: ‘‘. .. He lays the foundation for 
a study of psychology in such a clear, lucid 
manner that the beginner is apt to believe 
that the subject is relatively easy. He de- 
liberately avoids the jargon of the schools, 
and endeavors to explain the nature of man 
so that the average reader (that mysterious 
creature) might understand. . .’’ 

A—REC 


Is God Evident? 

Gerald Heard Harper, $3.00 
The Commonweal: ‘‘Poor Mr. Heard! He 
. .. tries so hard to find reasons for not 
being a Catholic. He is worried because omy 
the Church produces saints, but comfo.ted 
because the recent saints have all been peo- 
ple of low-grade intelligence, sample, u~”- 
intellectual types. This, he exclaims with 
glee, is because no one with enough mental 
equipment can accept the Church, He might, 
with profit, read ‘thomas Merton’s essay on 
the relation between the poet and the con- 
templative, or Maritain’s on the difficulties 
of the artist in the higher stages of 
prayer.’’ 

A—DM 


Lord, Teach Us to Pray 

Paul Claudel LG, $2.00 
The Sign: ‘*. . . There are no superlatives 
to describe Paul Claudel’s natural and super- 
natural analyses and enlightenments which 
he sends with pitiless beauty searching 
through the modern soul, challenging her to 
greatness. .. 

‘*The whole of modern civilization is a 
flight from greatness. . . Claudel searches 
deeply and wraps up deathiess wisdom in 
beauty of discerning word.’’ 

A—REC—REV (p. 57) 


Marvels of Grace 

Victor Many, 8.8. Bruce, $1.75 
The Sign: ‘‘... Easy to grasp and packed 
with inspiration, these chapters on the 
Christ-life within us offer excelient prepara- 
tory lessons for those who want to know the 
meaning of their Christian vocation.’’ 

A—HS—REC 


St. Louis de Montfort 

George Rigault Montfort, $2.00 
The Sign: ‘*An ever-widening circle of de 
Montfort devotees will welcome this biog- 
raphy ... de Montfort is no saint for a 
sentimentalist. He was a Breton, hard-bitten 
by austerity and rebuffs. .. Sometimes even 
his religious superiors found him brushing 
them the wrong way. He had a short temper 
and could be obstinate. But he conquered 
himself and then overcame demons... all 
. . . by an undeviating devotion ‘to Christ 
through Mary.’... 

‘¢. . . A book which, once sampled, will 
not be put aside. . . Once finished, it will be 
read again. . .’’ 

A—HS—F 


The Meaning of Man 

Jean Mouroux S&W, $4.00 
The Sign: ‘‘To bring order and unity into 
knowledge . . . is the purpose of this pro- 
found book... 

‘¢. . . Begins with a discussion of the 
Christian’s attitude toward the temporal or- 
der. . . Followed by the treatment of the 
nobility versus the misery of the body. . . 
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Books On Trial is one of the few 
magazines to which I subscribe that I 
read. Actually it does not take any 
effort to read it. I find the evaluation 
of books not only a guide for buying 
but also a springboard in conversa- 
tions about books which I have not 
read. 

Thanks for your splendid service to 
the Catholic reading publie. 

—Rev. James T, Weber, 
Miami, Ariz. 





Finally weaves the various paradoxes into a 
unity by the consideration of the Incarna- 
tion and Redemption of Christ. 

‘*Closely reasoned throughout .. . will un- 
doubtedly furnish a deeper understanding 
and appreciation of man for the reader who 
has sufficient knowledge of philosophy and 
theology to peruse it.’’ 

A—F 


A Retreat with St. Therese 
Pere Liagre, C.S.Sp. Newman, $2,50 


The Sign: ‘‘. . . Pere Liagre finds a kin- 

ship between St. Francis and the Little 

Flower. He analyzes her spiritual way as a 

formula for holiness devised by one who 

was ‘an ascetic because a mystic’ rather 

than the other way around.. .’’ 
A—F—REV (p. 58) 


Henry Suso: Poet and Mystic 

S. M. C. Blackfriars, $1.50 
The Life of the Spirit: ‘*. .. The by no 
means easy task of the hagiographer is to 
express and interpret the life of a saint in 
terms of the love of God. .. 8S. M. C. suc- 
ceeds in showing us a man deeply in love 
with Eternal Wisdom. . . A thoughtful and 
prayerful study of a Dominican who has 
long been neglected. . .’’ 

A—F 


Twenty-Five Years of Crusading 

Raymond Philip Witte, 8.M. NCRLC, $3.00 
John LaFarge in America: ‘‘. . . The book 
has the great merit of gathering together 
many of the most important summaries and 
argumentative material which the Conference 
has picked up or issued through the years 
. . . It is an indispensable part of any li- 
brary of American Catholic history or Ameri- 
ean Catholic Action.’’ 


The Sign: **... The National Catholic 
Rural Life Conference has been propounding 
rural wisdom for twenty-five years, and here 
is the story of it very simply told. . .”’ 

A—HS—F . 
Winning Converts 

Ed. John A. O’Brien Kenedy, $3.00 
The Sign: ‘*. . . Intended for the laity as 
well as for the clergy, . . . it presents inspir- 
ing accounts of what lay Catholics .. . have 
accomplished in spreading the faith. Mrs. 
Luce describes some interesting experiences 
she has had since her entrance into the 
Church and makes this significant observa- 
tion: ‘When there are better priests and 
better Catholic laymen in the world, there 
will be more converts.’ ’’ 

A—REO 
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BOOKS FOR YOUNGER READERS 


For Parents & Teachers 


Accent on Purity 
Joseph E. Haley, C.8.C. Fides, $2.25 


Reviewed by Rev. Thomas C. 
Donlan, O.P., Fenwick High 
School, Oak Park, Ill. 
Father Haley’s short discussion of 
training in purity is clear in expres- 
sion, forceful in presentation and 
positive in direction. 

The reader is given a summary of 
the deplorable ignorance presently 
prevailing among a large portion of 
Catholic youth. This is followed by a 
brief and straightforward statement 
of parental responsibility. The role 
of the Catholic school is next dis- 
cussed. Finally there is a clear state- 
ment of principles that should guide 
all who would instruct the young ac- 
cording to Christian standards. 

In the last (and largest) portion of 
the book there is a suggested instruc- 
tion on purity. This is very long and 
considerably detailed. Some might 
consider it verbose, but it seems to be 
the author’s intention to present a 
complete coverage of the subject 
from which deletions can be made in 
view of particular needs. An excellent 
bibliography offers much to supple- 
ment the sample instruction. 

Throughout, the author adheres to 
the principles approved in papal pro- 
nouncements on the subject of in- 
structing the young. The book is solid 
and eminently useful for parents and 
all who are engaged in the apostolate 
of Catholic education. 

In frankness, it must be stated that 
the price of this volume seems dispro- 
portionately high. The paper is 
brittle, the binding fragile, and the 
plastic-ring construction gives no 
promise of durability in a book that 
deserves to receive hard usage. 





Children and Religion 
Dora P. Chaplin Scribner, $2.50 
Reviewed by Brother William 
Mang, C.8S.C.» Ph.D., University 
of Notre Dame. 


This book is a strong plea for the re- 
ligious education of children. Since 
religion cannot be legally taught in 
publie schools and since non-Catholics 
(for whom the book has application) 
do not usually have systems of reli- 
gious day schools, the home and the 
Sunday school must cooperate in 
forming religious character in chil- 
dren. The early chapters, on ‘‘Three 


Stages of Growth,’’ ‘‘The Home and 


. the Younger Child,’’ ‘‘ Adolescence,’’ 


9? 


‘*Prayer,’’ stress the necessity ol re- 
ligion in the life of chi-dren for whole- 
some personal development. Three 
chapters on ‘‘Ways of Approach: 
Through the Bib'e, Through Pictures, 
Music and Poetry, and Through 
Books’’ give methods of presenting 
religious instruction to children. The 
two remaining chapters are on ‘‘Dis- 
belief’’ and ‘‘ Experience of God.’’ 

The book contains some excellent 
suggestions for making the religious 
life of children happy and satisfying. 
Unfortunately, in giving a short ac- 
count of how the history of the Bible 
might be presented to young children, 
the author refers to ‘‘clerical tyrants 
. .. enforcing superstitions and cere- 
monies on an ignorant pcople.’’ Such 
statements, in addition to faulty sen- 
tence structure, point to slipshod 
scholarship. 

Catholic parents and teachers have 
available better books on the religious 
education of children. 


Dallas Dead-end 


The Bell Ringers 

Vern Swartsfager Macmillan, $3.00 

Reviewed by Brother Finbarr 

Buckley, C.S.C., University of 

Notre Dame. 

A picturesque account of an Episco- 
palian minister’s efforts to reform 
wayward boys and girls in Dallas, 
Texas. 

The Rev. Vern Swartsfager has 
been in the ministry five years, and 
the greater part of that time he has 
spent in fostering the growth of 
‘*Kids World, Ine.’’ A ranch, a boat 
club, and a bank are typical of tne 
hustling activities sponsored by Kids 
World. 

The approach of the Padre, as he is 
called, is definitely unorthodox and 
leaves one wondering whether his 
method would achieve success in the 
average community. He assures us 
that he always talks ‘‘boy language’”’ 
around his gang. ‘‘On the mat, you 
lugs,’’ ‘‘Pipe down, you eggs,’’ are 
typical expressions in his frequent in- 
formal talks to his teen-agers. These 
talks are made colorful by incidents 
of his own boyhcod escapades. 

Fol'owing such a recital one eve- 





ning, while on a fishing trip with his 


boys, he records this: 
‘‘The Padre: Golly-ned, don’t you 
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guys ever get tried of hearing me 
chatter ? 

** Johnny: Sure, it kills us, but what 
he meant was ‘ We love it, go on.’ 

“The Padre: Thanks for the up. 
roar. 

‘*It was some minutes, after he had 
ducked several pillows, before they 
settled down to listen to the priest.” 

The methods described in the book 
constitute one approach to win hard- 
ened youngsters who need guidance, 
Whether or not such procedure, after 
boys and girls join ‘‘Kids World”, 
will contribute to worth-while char- 
i formation only the future will 
tell. 





Youth In Action 

Father Ted, 8.S.P. 
Apostolate of the Press, 25 
This is a collection of 50 true stories 
from the war fronts. I enjoyed these 
stories, most of all because they told 
me what the boys went through for 
God and their country. They show 
what a great degree of faith these men 
had in Jesus Christ, and that no ob 
stacle is so great that it cannot be 
overcome with His help. These stories 
prove that great deeds are performed 
with God’s help and net. merely by 
our own efforts. —Jack Gits, 14-year. 
old sophomore at Fenwick High 

School, Oak Park. 





The High School Commencement 
Book 

Ethel Kaump Northwestern, $1.00 
Demands made by teachers upon 
school libraries are sometimes both 
sporadic and _insistant. Comes com- 
mencement time, and there arises the 
attendant problem of how to plan the 
graduation exercises, 

To fill this need with a program 
that is planned and organized, Ethel 
Kaump has revised the original 1937 
edition of The High School Com 
mencement Book, a modest paper- 
bound booklet of 162 pages. 

Librarians, and especially class 
sponsors charged with the respons 
bility of commencement week, wi 
find this work most satisfying and 
helpful. Its modest price will permit 
the worthwhile acquisition of more 
than one copy. 

—Bro. James Alpheus, F.S.C. 





Correction: The new Rabbit Hill book 
by Robert Lawson was spelled ‘‘Bob 
but’’ instead of the correct ‘‘Robbut’ 
in September BOT listing. 
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Homespun Anthology 





One of the lovely chapter decorations by 
Yora S. Unwin for ‘*An Inheritance of 
Poetry.’’ 


An Inheritance of Poetry 
ed. Gladys L. Adshead and Annis Duff 
HM, $4.00 


Reviewed by Sister Mary James 
Power, S.S.N.D. 

An Inheritance of Poetry is a home- 
spun anthology. But it is homespun 
mly in the selection of its contents. 
For years its editors collected treas- 
wes of verse for their own enjoyment. 
later they shared them with their 
wns and daughters, their relatives and 
friends. 


Today their sons’ sons and daugh- 
ters and other lovers of poetry have 
come into an inheritance. 


This collection of over four hundred 
poems is a legacy individual in choice, 
but universal in content. With an eye 
ad an ear for poetry, the authors se- 
lected the work of the masters. Of one 
tundred twenty-five poets included, 
ilmost one hundred are familiar to 
students of poetry. And among the 
> ag is the little-known genius, John 

are, 


The best work of the masters is not 

ilways the stuff of the anthology. But 
the book is not a college text. 
The divisions of the book are: Crea- 
tion, Creatures, Nature, Wonder, 
agic, Fairylore, the Seasons, Bells, 
Christmastide, Old Women, Night, 
ind Beauty. 

Gladys Adshead and Annis Duff 

ve not imposed their favorite 
authors upon the public, although 
Walter de la Mare does lead in the 
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number of selections. But his major- 
ity is understood. He has created 
pleasing personalities for this world 
of ours. The book is dedicated to him. 





Christian Brothers Boys 
Give Teen-Age Views 


Saltwater Summer 

Roderick L. Haig-Brown Morrow, $2.50 

Reviewed by James Nelson, ele- 

venth grade student at Christian 

Brothers College, St. Louis, under 

the direction of Brother James 

Alpheus, F.S.C. 

Saltwater Summer is a stirring tale 
of boy’s efforts to save his mort- 
gaged boat. Don Morgan headed his 
boat north when fishing became poor 
in the inland waters. 

Even in the north things were not 
easy. Moods of temper and stubborn- 
ness brought on by poor fishing re- 
sults caused him to break with his 
friends and fall in with bad com- 
panions. 

How he returned to his friends and 
made good his debt provides a thrill- 
ing climax to a sea story so realistic- 
lly told you can hear the roar of the 
storm as Don and his friends go to 
the reseue of a fellow fisherman. 





Pass that Puck! 
Richard T. Flood H M, $2.50 
Reviewed by Edward Eigel, 11th 
grade student at Christian Broth- 
ers College, St. Louis, under the 
guidance of Brother James Al- 
pheus, F.S.C. 


In this fast-moving story of a high- 
school hockey team, Richard Flood 
has added a new twist to the time- 
honored plot of the conceited, self- 
centered athletic star who is brought 
to his senses and finally becomes a 
member of the gang. 


With a small northeastern prepara- 
tory school as the setting, the author 
has chosen for the background a sport 
not overused in the field of juvenile 
literature. 

Descriptions are kept at a minimum, 
the characters are easily recognized 
by a highschool boy as some of his 
own fellow students. The action cen- 
ters around the student manager and 
the star center of the hockey team. 
The growing ill-feeling between these 
two leads rapidly to the climax. 

Although Pass that Puck contains 
little humor, it makes up for this loss 
in fast action and interest, and is an 
excellent book for boys from 12 to 16. 
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Legion Tourney 


Wilfred McCormick Putnam, $2.00 


Reviewed by Richard Boverie, 
I1th grade student, Christian 
Brothers College, St. Louis, un- 
der the guidance of Brother 
James Alpheus, F.S.C. 


When a small-town American Legion 
baseball team is belittled by the large 
eity newspaper, there isn’t a thing in 
the world that can stop the scrappy 
teen-agers from capturing the title. 
Or is there? Hampered by a jealous 
rival and jinxed by a superstition, 
the boys hammer home forceful vie- 
tories. 

This tense diamond novel of boys 
my own age who are determined to 
win is written in such a manner as 
to make any red-blooded fellow take 
notice. The book overflows with that 
certain ‘‘it,’’? displaying freely the 
author’s exact knowledge of baseball, 
its mannerisms and lingo. 





Secret Sea 


Robb White Doubleday, $2.00 


Reviewed by Charles V. Flem- 
ming 15 years old, under aus- 
pices of Richard Butler, O.P. 


Robb White has written a story that 
every sea-minded young boy would 
enjoy. (I do think that the part 
where Mike, a 15-year-old boy, reads 
sea charts and manages a_ ship 
through a stormy night is a little pre- 
posterous, although it could be pos- 
sible when you consider that Mike 
served a stretch in a reform school 
and before that had some experience 
with river and lumber boats.) 

Here is the story: Peter Martin, 
the main character and a naval of- 
ficer during the war, picked up two 
Cubans, while on a training cruise off 
the florida Keys. The younger of the 
two was dead but the other lived long 
enough to tell Pete about the log of an 
old Spanish ship which, centuries be- 
fore, had sunk between two islands in 
the vicinity. The old man warned Pete 
against a tall man who sought the log 
and didn’t stop at murder to get it. 

They set out and were pursued sev- 
eral times by Weber, ‘‘the tall one.’’ 
After outsmarting Weber, they found 
the sunken ship, but had to kill an 
octopus before getting the treasure. 
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American Legends 
Spooks of the Valley 


Louis C. Jones (il. Erwin Austin) 
HM, $2.56 


A delightful collection of ghost leg- 
ends which are familiar to all who 
live in New York’s historic Hudson 
River Valley. Author Jones, who is 
head of the New York State Histori- 
cal Association, keeps in mind that his 


book is primarily for boys and girls, 
and presents his spooks as friendly 
spirits—not the frightening type that 
eauses nightmares. Illustrations add 
to reader interest. 


—Helen M. Fagan 
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Grandfather Tales 

Collected and retold by Richard Chase 

(il. Berkeley Williams, Jr.) HM, $2.75 
Mr. Chase has made a study of folk 
tales of the North Carolina-Virginia 
region, and this is his second volume. 
The first was entitled Jack Tales. 

Many of these are the old favorites, 
retold in hill-billy dialect. Some of the 
ever-favorite are Robin Hood, Cin- 
derella, Hansel and Gretel (dis- 
guised as Buck and Bess). Other 
stories resemble Baron Munchausen’s 
tall tales, and some are entirely new. 

All are highly spiced and imagina- 
tive. I doubt if children would care 
to read such heavy dialect as ‘‘git 
hongry,’’ ‘‘he ecloomb up a moun- 
tain,’’ ‘‘she holp the groundhog plumb 
to his door.’”’ 

Children never seem to tire of the 
old stories in the old way, but some 
of these ta!es would be good for tell- 
ing, rather than for reading. Would 
you like to hear the one about the 
cornstalk that grew so big that one 
kernel would make a bushel of meal? 
Or would you prefer to hear about 
the overloaded horse who broke in 
two, was left for dead, with his skin 
removed, but who appeared skinless 
at his master’s door that night? 

—Theresa O’Neil 





Older Girls 


Betty Loring, Illustrator 
Jessica Lyon (il. author) Messner, $2.50 


Reviewed by Sister Ann Charles, 
C.D.P., St. Agatha Academy, 
Winchester, Ky. 


As a eareer book this is above the 
average. It gives a worthwhile ac- 
count of the possible ups and downs 
in an artist’s life, as well as the moral 
and artistic principles which make 
for success, 


As a romance, the book suffers in 
the beginning from the hesitancy of 
the author. From the moral stand- 
point, Betty Loring brings out the 
much-needed ideals of unsclfishness, 
sincerity, and devotion, in an altrac- 
tive manner. The pace is leisurely and 
pleasant. The characters are well- 
drawn on the whole, though Betty 


herself at times acts quite at variance 
with her shy nature. 

What the author has failed to at- 
tain is that realistic touch which 
makes the readers identify them- 
selves with the heroes and heroines. 


All in all, Betty Loring is not bril- 
liant, but sufficiently wholesome and 
interesting to capture and keep the 
attention of modern highschool 
pupils, 





Sunnycove 


Amelia Elizabeth Waden Morrow, $2.50 


Vicky Lind wanted to be an actress. 
Her background was a life of poverty 
in a mining town in West Virginia, 
with no opportunities except the 
training she received from her brother 
Gus, who recognized her talent. Gus 
had unlimited confidence in Vicky. He 
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studied with her, trained her for the 
stage, and finally sent her to the stu. 
dent workshop of Sunnycove Play. 
house in Connecticut. At the end of 
the summer course, Vicky, at 18, 
rated professional fame. 

Vicky’s romance with Peter, and 
other cliches interwoven with it, ends 
in a live-happily-forever finale. The 
story glorifies the stage as a career, 
The plot is flimsy and the develop. 
ment of it, frothy. 


—Sister Mary Annunciata 
Glennon High School 
Kansas City, Missouri 





Everything 
But the Soul 


Pretty, Please 


Sheila John Daly DM, $2.00 


Reviewed by Sister Mary Hester, 
S.S.N.D., Academy of Our Lady, 
Chicago. 


Miss Daly has apparently collected 
the questions teen-agers ask in he 
newspaper column; she has rolled the 
answers out in compact little chapters 
that tell the teen-age girl how to im- 


prove her face, her skin, her hair, her 
hands, her feet, her figure, her ward- 
robe—everything but her soul! 

Since Pretty, Please was not meant 
to be spiritual reading it would be w 
fair to the young author to criticis 
it for its attention to bodily perfection 
—though one wonders whether anyon 
following the Daly routine would havi 
time for anything but the pursuit of 
beauty. 

There must be a place for bods 
like Pretty, Please, since talented girl 
like Sheila John Daly write them 
But much of the information is basi 
the sort of things mothers managed t 
get across to their daughters in the 
same painless, unobtrusive fashio 
they teach them how to use a fork ani 
how not to use a knife. 

The most valuable features it 
reference are the do’s and dont’s 0 
figure flattery, and the clothes ani 
make-up color chart. 

For the most part, the advice is sé 
sible, and since we are social bell 
our appearance can be a social virile 
The criticism of this reviewer 18 
with attention to appearances, 
with the overbalancing of the § 
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The Wishing Star 
Mabel Cleland Widdemer 

(il. Margaret Ayer) BM, $2.50 
Perhaps it was the wish on a star 
that plummeted 15-year-old Mona 
0’Connor from her normally se- 
eduded life with Mr. and Mrs. Day 
into the warm. gaiety of the Holder- 
ness home at Tarrytown. At any rate, 
a December afternoon’s unusual en- 
eunter with Washington Irving, the 
Knickerbocker author, began the 
whole chain of events that was to 
sweep away all memory of Mona’s 
reumseribed existence with her 
stern guardians and unravel the mys- 
tery surrounding her real parentage. 

In addition, through her ‘‘adopted’’ 
family, Mona came under the spell 
of 1885 Tarrytown—the Tarrytown 
of the Sketch-Book—where Irving 
had immortalized Sleepy Hollow’s 
legend and Ichabod Crane’s ghostly 
ride and the enchanted slumber of 
Rip Van Winkle. 

An excellent story, replete with the 
beginning of a young romanee, his- 
torical sidelights, and plot suspense, 
Miss Widdemer’s work commends 
itself instantly to teen-age girls. 

I ecouldn’t help but question, 
though, the complete disregard for 
ay mention of God as part of the 
Holdernesses’ Christmas celebration 
—surely a vital discrepancy in an 
itherwise model household. 


—Lois Slade 


ay 


Intermediate & Up 


A Treasury of Dog Stories 

col. Frances Cavanah and 

Ruth Cromer Weir 

(il. Wesley Dennis) $2.50 
Reviewed by Beryl Hoskin, Ref- 
erence Librarian, University of 
Santa Clara. 
Some of the best dog stories of re- 
nt times are brought together in 
this collection, which will warm the 
hearts of all dog lovers. From the 
masculine outdoor character of Al- 
tt Payson Terhune’s collie story to 
the subtle humor of Margaret Lee 
Rinbeck’s, there’s a story for every 
tember of the family. Hero and Bim- 
band Spike and Golden Duke all 

me real personalities. All -the 
“tories are good. Some are fine ex- 
imples of the short story. This is an 
*eellent collection for reading aloud, 
itd should be a lasting contribution 
the home library. 
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Lost Karin 
Elisabeth Kyle (il. Nora S. Unwin) 
HM, $2.50 
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Lost Karin is a pleasant mystery 
story. Karin is the only child of a mil- 
lionaire father, who sent her from the 
United States secretly to Seotland to 
get her away from kidnappers. 

She is a smart, modern child, who 
detects danger and escapes harm 
through intelligent thinking and quick 
action. On the voyage, she outwits her 
pursuers on different occasions. 


The story’s greatest benefit comes 
from its lack of sordidness. It is a 
mystery story without sensational 
crime. The action is rapid; the style, 
facile; the plot will keep juvenile 
readers in suspense. The suitb!e, well 
chosen illustrations will make an im- 
pression. 

—Sister Mary Annunciata, R.S.M. 





The Trail of Courage 
Virginia Watson (il. Marcia Brown) 
C-McC, $2.50 
Ulrica Van Horn is an orphan when 
she lands in New Amsterdam. The 
thrifty Dutch burghers soon find a 
job in a tavern for the little girl. She 
becomes a victim of fears, loneliness 
and vindictive eruelty. 

Having made friends with the 
Indians, she runs away with them. 
Among their kindnesses to her, they 
teach her how to hunt and fish, there- 
by rendering her independent. She re- 
turns to the Dutch village and grows 
into a fine woman. 

A single paragraph spoils this 
otherwise fine story. It contains ad- 
vice given by the great Martin Luther 
to his followers. Although the Dutch 
of New Amsterdam were Lutheran, 
and the story dutifully deseribes both 
the customs and the religion of the 
settlement, there is no point in having 
a book in Catholic school libraries 
which refers to Luther as a great man. 


—Sister Verona, O.P. 
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Boom Town Boy 

Lois Lenski (il. author) Lipp, $2.50 
Lois Lenski’s name is a guarantee of 
something worthwhile, and this book 
lives up to the promise of her name. 
It is part of the author’s program of 
regional books for children. This book 
is about the discovery of oil in Okla- 
homa, the drilling of oil-wells, and 
the consequent growth of Boom Town. 
And, very surprisingly, the story 
proves that money does not bring 
happiness. 

Grandpa Robinson always knew 
that oil would be found on his land 
but he has to wait thirty years for the 
fulfilment of his dream. Excitement 
eomes thick and fast. Mother has so 
many boarders that she expects to 
find someone sleeping under the 
kitchen sink. Farm life is completely 
disrupted. Grandpa allows each one 
of the family to buy anything he or 
she wants, and varied are the choices 
—from an electric refrigerator to a 
Packard sedan. 

The oil-well neighbors are noisy, 
untidy, and generally undesirable, 
and soon the family thinks with long- 
ing of their quiet, peaceful farm life. 
The story ends with the family mov- 
ing out to the country to a neat little 
farmhouse with no modern improve- 
ments whatever; but at least it is 
away from the pounding of pumps, 
the constant fear of an explosion, and 
the smell and taste of oil. 

It is refreshing and unusual to find 
a book that belittles material advan- 
tages and stresses more important 
values. 

—Theresa O’Neil 





And the Winds Blew 

Brother Ernest, C.8.C. SAG, $1.50 
With his usual ingenuousness, Brother 
Ernest has told the life-stories of two 
Trish lads who, as grown men, meet in 
India under thrilling but desperate 
cireumstances. 

There is a good story in And the 
Winds Blew and much moralizing 
slightly veiled. For the sake of the 
former, boy readers will doubtless ac- 
cept the latter, and perhaps be the 
better for it. 

So good is this book in format, with 
its readable type set with wide mar- 
gins on high quality paper, its attrac- 
tive illustrations in black and white. 
its excellent binding, that one cannot 
help asking why other publishers can- 
not achieve the same results at the 
same price. 

—Sister St. Magdalen, S.P. 
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Star in the East: people and stories 


from the Bible 
Mary F. Rolt Mac, $1.75 


Using one and two-syllable words well 
adapted to the second or third grade 
reading level, the author of Star tn 
the East writes of Our Lord, Saint 
Paul, Pilate, Zacheus and other ‘‘ peo- 
ple and stories’’ from the New Testa- 
ment. Slips in diction and in grammar 
mar the style, and there is an over- 
simplification of Scriptural dialogue 
that is not altogether happy. 

But, more unfortunate, in the light 
of Catholic tradition, is the presenta- 
tion of Jesus as the ‘‘eldest of a large 
family,’’ and the negligible treatment 
accorded the Blessed Virgin, who had 
‘‘a lot to do in the house’’ for her 
‘*family of small children.’’ 

The book is not recommended for 
Catholic children. 

—Sister St. Magdalen, S.P. 





Three Golden Rivers 

Olive Price BM, $2.50 

Reviewed by Sister Mary Hester, 

S.S.N.D., Academy of Our Lady, 

Chicago. 

Threa Golden Rivers is slanted defin- 
itely to the younger teen-age girl, 
with the vital ingredients of romance 
and conflict, ingenuity and courage 
well stirred to produce palatable eat- 
ing. 

An orphaned homeless group of 
youngsters set out on a search for se- 
eurity and happiness in Pittsburgh of 
1850. They achieve their goal, but not 
before the author takes them and the 
reader through poverty, lone iness, 
jealousy and sickness. 

Obviously the book is intended to 
convince the reader that wealth with 
all its works and pomps cannot pro- 
duce true happiness. One has the feel- 
ing, however, that the author is not 
quite convinced herself. While she 
pokes fun at ‘‘elegance,’’.the happy 
ending is reached when Jenny reeeives 
a parasol, symbol of elegance, from the 
boy of her dreams. 

Throughout the book, the heroine is 
‘‘Suddenly transported to a world of 
wealth and well-being to which she 
would have never dared to aspire,’’ 
and one wonders if the little devils 
of secularism don’t chuckle at the sub- 
tlety of the implication: ‘‘ Blessed are 
luxurious parlors and gleaming silver 
ware.”’ 

Three Golden Rivers is reminiscent 
of Five Little Peppers and the success 
stories of an earlier era. It is good 
entertainment if you like your ro- 
mance spread thick. 
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The Royal Road 


Charlie May Simon (il. Henry C. Pitz) 
Dutton, $2.50 


An unusual theme for children is the 
story of the early Spanish mission- 
aries who travelled along the Cali- 
fornia coast. The author has done ex- 
tensive and scholarly research, her 
descriptions are good, and the feeling 
of primitive life is excellent, but the 
book lacks foree and dramatic climax. 
It is a bit too studied and stilted. 

Pedro, a young Spanish boy who 
accompanies the mission band, is the 
hero. He befriends an Indian boy of 
his own age and works hard to con- 
vert him. Fr. Junipero Serra is an 
important character and his deter- 
mination to reach the hearts of the 
Indians is we!l pictured. 

Catholic children will find much of 
interest in this book. 

—Theresa O’Neil 





Matilda’s Buttons 
Mabel Leigh Hunt (il. Elinore 
Blaisdell) Lipp, $1.75 


Matilda, generous-hearted little 
daughter in, alas, an all but vanished 
type of American family, loves to give 
and give and give. But when, to con- 
sole her orphaned playmate, she parts 
with the treasured ‘‘Mama button”’ 
on her new Easter dress, and one of 
the unique set of miniature photo- 
graph buttons representing the mem- 
bers of her fami y, Mama comes to the 
rescue. The little orphan becomes 
Mama’s adopted child. 

So are the blessings of giving veri- 
fied. Here is a charmingly written 
and equally charming illustrated story 
of mid-Victorian, mid-West, and 
frankly Protestant life, in which 
Christian ideals are sti'l cherished. 

—WSister St. Magdalen, S.P. 





Riding the Pony Express 
Clyde Robert Bulla Crowell, $2.50 


Small boys, especially, will like this 
story of Dick Park, who travels by 
himself a!l the way from New York 
to Missouri to join his father. But 
when he arrives, there is no sign of 
father, a pony express rider who has 
gone on to a distant post in Nebraska. 
Dick follows the trail in a stage- 
coach and meets his father, who can 
spare only about two minutes to talk. 
Later, when his father is wounded, 
Dick. carries the mail and is proud to 
be a small part of the great Pony Ex- 
press. * 
—-Theresa O’Neil 
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The Sea of Adventure T 
Enid Blyton Mae, $2.50 
As Luey-Ann remarked pointedly in 
the heat of the chase, ‘‘This advep. 
ture is really getting adventurous,” § I! 
And it was! For the quiet bird-hunt. § {2 
ing expedition on which the four chil. § (’ 
dren had embarked with Uncle Bill § 
Smugs became instead a whopping § - 
thriller, mixed up with gun-runner § )a 
and a suspicious ornithologist. gl 
The unmistakable English flavor § in 
lends a quaint atmosphere to the § f0 
book: there is a sort of accepted, self. § Ui 
contained grown-upness about the § w 
child characters, unlike the exuber. § & 
anee of American adolescents. 
Total result, however, remains § @ 
glorious sailing on this literary sea, § 
—Lois Slade : 
( 
Daughter of the Mountains th 
Louise Ranl in Viking, $2.50 ea 
Reviewed by Ann Cyr. the 
This is a story of Momo, child of the § old 
vast plateaus of Tibet, and her dog § wit 
Pempa. Momo was only four years old § te 
when she first saw a red-gold Lhasa § } 






terrier. It was at the Karagayu mon 
astery and the dog belonged to the 
head lama. Her father laughingly 
promised that some day her uneke 
would bring her just such a dog. 
One day when she was about nine 

































years old, Momo visited the monas § -— 
tery with her mother. A young lama, § — 
attracted by the sound and fury of § Th 
Momo’s prayers as she spun th™ 4 
prayer wheel, heard her story and as § Thi 
sured her that at last her petitions jj la 
had been heard. A short time later § ya 
she was presented with a small Lhas § sn 
puppy by the leader of a caravan ff pla 
which had stopped at her mother’ § "gl 
tea shop. are 

Two years later the dog is stolen § § 
Momo, frantic and grief stricken, sets & wy 
out alone and on foot to recover het § ise 
beloved pet. Her search for Pemps § tri 
takes Momo, and _ incidentally the ff rin 
reader, on a journey along the Great § will 
Trade Route from the vast whitt™ 
silence of the Himalayas to the teem & teg 
ing, tropic heat of Caleutta. The § i] 
journey takes up most of the book IF ddj 
and the descriptions of the lands & tas 
peoples and customs are very good dete 
The author has lived here and writes § tar 
authoritatively on her subject. nut 

The style of writing, cover and i ff tip 
lustrations suggest that this book W8H 4 
written for the very young. Ths in 
reviewer would not recommend it fot Bf hay 
the immature reader because of Bi the 
strong emphasis upon the teach Bins 





of Buddhism and its apparent accept 
ance of pagan practices. 
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The Secret of Springhill 


Mary Lamers 
Reviewed by Sister Ann Charles, 


if you have not met the Murray 
family already in Cottage on the 
(‘urve—they are: Mom and Dad—the 
yest parents one could hope for; Bill 
14, with his flock of racing blue- 
James—with his 
dider and his hundred-and-one amaz- 
ing hobbies ; Jane—who gets her first 
frmal in the story; 
Javey—with his clever little monkey 
who can be taught almost anything 
acept eating with a fork. 

In the beginning, the Murrays are 
ajoying life in Springhill, Wiscon- 
in; Mr. Murray, however, has been 
promoted and is to live in New York. 
Yom, Jane, and James are happy at 
the prospect, but Bill and Davey 
amot bear the idea of forsaking 
their pets. There are school ties, too, 
id friends, and their home itself 
vith its mysterious Civil War memo- 
tes as an Underground station. 

Mrs. Lamers offers an entertaining 
ory of home life with real live 
American boys and girls, replete with 
tir mischievous pranks, 
iwation squabbles, and genuinely 
bvable traits of loyalty, consideration 
fr others, and—at times uproarious 
—theerfulness. 


and finally 





The Exciting Journey 


This is an English story of unusual 
arm. Tim Forest, an orphan, eleven 
yars old, lives with hia uncle. To be- 
in with, Tim smashes a pile of 
jlates; then he erashes his toy plane 
right on to the tea table when there 
ae guests. So life, indeed, looks dark. 
Suddenly Uncle Roger has the un- 
ual idea that an eleven-year-old boy 
Scapable of making a 250-mile bicyele 
ip alone. At first even Tim is chag- 
med, but he quickly decides that it 
wll be a wonderful adventure. 
Equipped with funds and camping 
\eessities, he starts off from London 
Devonshire. Rolling over the most 
idightful countryside, Tim encoun- 
tts a fantastic assortment of char- 
itlers from a famous ex-general to a 
‘ttavan family bound for the fair. He 
ntwits a horse thief and befriends a 
iippery little outeast of his own age. 
All in all, The Exciting Journey is 
of the most entertainina stories 7 
ve read in a long time, even though 
the climax works up to the tempo of 
‘i American movie. 
—Theresa O’Neil 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


Po ie 


= a 
CEES 


x 


22 spe 
—~ 








Meeting of David and his friend Jim, Chi- 
cago, 1860, in Meadoweroft’s story of the 
Underground—‘‘By Secret Railway,’’ with 
wonderful art by Henry C. Pitz. 


His Messengers Went Forth 

Julie Chanler (il. Olin Dows) 

C-MeC, $1.75 
Hinduism, Judaism, Zoroastrianism, 
Buddhism, Confucianism, Christian- 
ity, Islamism, and the Bahai Cause 
are superficially presented in this 
book. There are biogaphies of prom- 
inent men in each religion who are 
said to have carried the divine prom- 
ise to the people. What the divine 
promise is, is never clearly stated. 

In the chapter on Christianity, the 
author gives a version of the Miracle 
of Cana which reduces it to no mir- 
acle at all. 

Jesus is accredited with giving life 
to those who were dead in spirit. What 
about Lazarus? The author seems un- 
aware that Our Lord is the fulfill- 
ment of the Divine Promise. 


—Sister Verona, O.P. 





The Would-Be-Goods 

E. Nesbit (il. C. Walter Hodges) 

C-McC, $2.50 

It is true that ‘‘in the country the 
most interesting things occur quite 
freely, and they seem to happen to 
you as much as to anyone else. Very 
often quite without your doing any- 
thing to help.’’ Although, of course, 
the six Bastable children and their 
two guests could seldom be accused of 
failing to nudge the wheels of adven- 
ture when they were slow to turn. 

The entire business began after the 
precocious youngsters had committed 
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a particularly terrible crime at home 
and were sent to Alfred’s uncle’s 
Moat House for the holidays to im- 
prove their behavior. Immediately 
contrite, they formed the Society of 
the Would-be-Goods, which meant 
that they would be good if they 
could, and set about recording their 
improvement in the Golden Deed 
book. Somehow, though, action always 
seemed to run away with intention, 
and the slightest summer day’s exeur- 
sion inevitably assumed the propor- 
tions of cataclysm for Unele. 

E. Nesbit’s hilariously imaginative 
tale is still as puckishly ironie, as per- 
feetly pitched to the juvenile trend of 
thought, and as unerringly typical as 
when it first eame to print almost 50 
years ago. It’s a richer child—of any 
age—who makes contact with this de- 
lightful new edition. 


—Lois Slade 





Padre Porko, The Gentlemanly Pig 

Robert Davis (il. Fritz Eichenberg) 

Holliday House, $2.50 
Padre Porko is a mythical pig, all 
baby-pink and dressed in green velvet. 
He was brought to Spain from Ire- 
land, and is regarded by all who know 
him as the friend of both men and ani- 
mals. Few ever see him because he 
lives far up in the hills, but the ani- 
ma's know how to find him, and onee 
his help is asked, he sees to it that the 
favor is granted. 

This book has a sixth-grade vocabu- 
lary and is divided into short stories, 
most interesting, delightful, and 
whimsieal. 

—Sister Verona, O.P. 





Wild Folk at the Pond 
Carroll Lane Fenton (il. author) 

Day, $2.00 
Edueationally speaking, this book is 
very well done. It is one of a series of 
nature books for beginners. It pre- 
sents facts about creatures of the 
pond and creek, such as: raccoon, 
kingfisher, turtle, crayfish, green 
frog, and others, for grades three anid 
four. Even a child will appreciate its 
genuiness. There is no attempt to 
‘*talk down’’ or to be cute or coy, a 
thing that is often done when dealing 
with creatures of the woods. Children 
like to have facts simply and under- 
standably expressed. This book is ex- 
cellent for country or suburban chil- 
dren who are interested in nature. 
City children are not so aware of it. 


—Theresa O’Neil 
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Patch 
Mary Elting & Margaret Gossett 
DD, $2.00 


Patch is a brown and black dog, most- 
ly Airedale, who has grown up in a 
city and does not at first take kindly 
to country ways. Joe and Tony Hail 
are determined to keep him, in spite 
of the objections of a cranky neigh- 
bor, and they work diligently to train 
the dog to obey. They succeed, even 
to the extent of training him to meet 
the letter-carrier and to pick up the 
mail. But Patch persists in bothering 
Mr. Rankin, the neighbor, until finalty 
the dog is given one last chance to 
behave. : 

During the night, the alert Patch 
arouses the family just in time to save 
their crops from ‘‘army worms’’ that 
had covered the land like swarms of 
locusts and were equally devastating. 
Of course Patch is a hero, even to the 
neighbor. 

An interesting note is the inclusion 
of Sarah, a little colored girl who lives 
on a near-by farm and whose father 
helps in time of emergency. There is 
no mention of color but it is obvious 
from the pictures. 

—Theresa O’Neil 





The Isle of Que 

Elsie Singmaster LG, $2.25 
Boys and girls who like stories of 
heroism will enjoy pleasant recrea- 
tion and derive benefit from this book 
—the story of a happy, unselfish fam- 
ily who live on the Susquehanna, the 
setting of the story. 

The mother has taught the family 
the duties and responsibilities of a 
household, the advantages of rural 
life, and the beauties of nature. Their 
life, however, is not all work; they go 
on outings, fish, row, and enjoy the 
Susquehanna to the fullest. 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


Lively Tim and unselfish Rosy keep 
the story moving rapidly. Tim’s ex- 
periences in being rescued from a 
flood and from an old well into whie! 
he has fallen make him willing to help 
others in danger. He loves the Sus- 
quehanna but he knows her dangers 
and understands her threats. When 
she gives the danger signal of a peril- 
ous flood, Tim rises to his best and 
heroically rescues a marooned man 
perishing in the flood. Tim is a fine 
example of courage and unselfishness. 
Recommended. 


—Sister Mary Annunciata, R.S.M. 





Susan’s Year 
Siddie Joe Johnson (il. Anne Merrimack 
Peck) LG, $2.25 


Susan, an orphan, lives with her 
Aunt Ann, a young college teacher 
who has been given a year’s leave in 
which to write magazine articles. 

The story tells of Susan’s experi- 
ences in the small town to which they 
move: the children she meets, the 
trips she takes, and the unpredictable 
actions of their crabby old landlady, 
who owns historical letters which 
wou!d be helpful to Susan’s aunt. 

Definitely Protestant, the book has 
Susan going to Sunday school rather 
than to Mass. 

—Sister Verona, O.P. 








Scene from Helen Fuller Orton’s latest J.G. 
whodunit—‘‘Mystery Up the Winding 
Stair.’? 





Wings in the Woods 


Robert M. McClung (il. author) 
Morrow, $2.50 


This is the story of Tom, Dan, and 
Hilde, who live on a farm. Dan, the 
younger boy, becomes interested in 
catching moths. He teaches his little 
sister Hilde the things he learns, and 
together they are ever on the lookout 





October-November, 1948 


for moths, butterflies, and cocoons, 
Dan’s longing for a wild pet which hy 
can tame is fulfilled when he finds, 
baby coon. 


The family is Presbyterian. They g; 
to church on Sunday after overcoming 
the obstacles of muddy roads and 
rain, but on one Sunday, Uncle Dan, 
the moderator of all difficulties, sighs 
and says, ‘‘It hadn’t been a good day 
for church after all.’’? This does not 
meet with Catholic teaching and 
makes the book unfit for Catholic ji. 
braries, 


—Sister Verona, O.P. 





The Mystery at Pickle Point 
Duff McCoy (il. Sally Tate) 
Lipp, $2.00 


This story is most entertainingly writ- 
ten. Jay-Jay and his pal Jumbo are 
two normal, regular fellows of about 
ten, who live on the waterfront. They 
are given permission to explore a 
neighboring island, which is owned 
by rich old Mrs. Tuckerman. 0f 
course, the boys impersonate pirates 
as they land on the island. 

Suddenly they are confronted by 
two odd-appearing females who seem 
to be marooned but who, also, ar 
definitely pirate-minded. The nett 
day, the wealthy Mrs. Tuckerman i: 
robbed and nearly murdered, and the 
two boys are involved. With daring 
far beyond his years, Jay-Jay finally 
traps the wrong-doers single-handed. 
The clues by which he tracks them 
down are followed with remarkable 
perspicacity. 

In true detective-fiction style, the 
boys disclaim any great credit and at! 
as if it were all in a day’s work. Any 
boy or girl will love this! 

—Theresa O’Nail 





The Empty Tower 


Jean Bothwell (il. Margaret Ayer) 
Morrow, $2. 


Primi, a schoolgirl in India, wonders 
what she and her classmates can # 
for their well-loved school and its mi 
tress. The children finally plan a fait, 
and are able to buy a bell for th 
empty bell tower of the school. 

The book is delightful in that i 
shows the children of India in a fat 
iliar setting, but the pantheism 0 
tained in the book is so evident wt 
even children would wonder about it 
A book containing such a fallacy # 
no place in our school libraries. 


—Sister Verona, 0.P. 
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Elementary 


Leo, The Little St. Bernard 
Dorothy K. L’Hommedieu 
(il. Marguerite Kirmse) Lipp, $2.00 


Reviewed by Mary McNeill. 
leo is a bumptious and flighty St. 
bernard puppy who lives on a farm 
ligh in the Swiss Alps and rashly 
apposes that, when the monks from 
ihe nearby Hospice come in search of 
idog to train for rescue work, he will 
their natural choice. 

He is surprised and hurt when one 
it his docile brothers is chosen in- 
dead, but, undaunted and without so 
wuch as a by-your-leave, he sets off 
present himself at the Hospice 
uyway. An encounter with a run- 
way goat plunges him into diffieul- 
tes which give him a chance to show 
eis every bit as smart as he has al- 
mys claimed to be; and, of course. 
ends up getting his way with the 
wonks, 

The story has humor and at- 
wsphere, and there is lots of lively 
mversation between the animals. 
Yarguerite Kirmse’s sensitive draw- 
igs enhance a book which should de- 
light youngsters of five to seven. 





Kianga: The Story of a Donkey 
Florence Hornback SAG, .75 
(il. Robb Beebe) 


At one of our Christ Child Centers 
where non-Catholic youngsters pre- 
dminate, this book is in great de- 
wnd. It does a better job of explain- 
ing the New Testament events for 
yung children than anything we’ve 
vn in a long time. Kianga is the 
wp on which to hang the story of 
the Joyful Mysteries. The illustra- 
tims are simple and sweet; the story 
lkewise—the ever-moving Gospel nar- 
tative. 
—Peggy Wall 





lommy and the Telephone 
Elen MacGregor (il. Zabeth Selover) 
Whitman, $1.25 


The average American child, used 
fom the time he can talk to going to 
the telephone to say ‘Hello’ to Dad- 
iy, will probably just yawn over this 
le about Tommy and his ambition 
get a phone call of his very own. 

However, the almost photographic 
tuwings of the places where Tommy 
tilows his quest—the grocery store, 

store, barber shop, fire station— 
ould catch and hold the eye of the 
"ay little child who loves to look at 
td identify pictures of familiar 
“nes and objects. 
—Mary McNeill 





BOOKS ON TRIAL 


Rabbits 
Herbert S. Zim Morrow, $2.00 


Reviewed by Ruth Elinor Trend. 


An engaging educational book on 
rabbits, their care and propagation, 
written in composition style for the 
5 to 10 age group. A complete depar- 
ture from the usual fanciful story 
book, this ‘‘research’’ book on a sui)- 
ject delightful to a child fills a need 
in that it gives a hungry child mind 
something to nibble at. Drawings are 
engaging and analytical. Recommend- 
ed for school libraries. 








This is Monte, title-character of successful 
new ‘‘Kasy Reading Series,’’ as drawn by 
Laura and Prentice Phillips. 





Is It Hard? Is It Easy? 
Mary McBurney Green 


(il. Lucienne Bloch) Young Scott, $1.00 
Anyone who has much to do with chil- 
dren knows at what an early age they 
begin to feel important about their 
accomplishments and how they like to 
lord it over their less adept play- 
mates. Here is a book which should 
serve both to correct the high-and- 
mighty attitude of small bragyarts 
and to bolster up young egos in dan- 
ger of being squashed. 

Well-chosen examples bear out the 
lesson that the child who excels at 
doing one thing may be poor at doing 
something else. Ann can skip but 
can’t tie her shoe lace. Tim can’t skip 
but can tie knots like a sailor. And so 
on. 
The text, though unrhymed, has 
the beat of verse and its tone is 
friendly and casual. The full-page il- 
lustrations are in paintbox red, green 
and yellow. A happy find for three 
to five year-olds and for parents and 
nursery-school teachers, too. 

—Mary McNeill 
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A Picture Story of the Philippines 
Hester O’Neill MeKay, $2.50 
(il. Ursula Koering) 


This book of practical information 
about the Philippines has pictures so 
well done that they almost overbal- 
ance the text. 

The history of the Philippines, 
from before the Spanish rule until 
the present time, is given. There are 
deseriptions of the islands, the in- 
habitants, the government, the homes, 
food, schools, and dances. The in- 
formation is condensed. 

—Sister Verona, O.P. 














do the Chinese 
read the apostate Renan’s 


version of the Life of Christ? 


BECAUSE 


it is the only story of Christ 
sold in Chinese book stores! 


You 


can help 
the Catholic Press of China 
to publish 


THE LIFE of CHRIST 


(by Mauriac) 
a strong Christian book 


Send this coupon today to 


Rev. N. Maestrini, Exec. Sec’y. 


Chinese Catholic Truth Society 
P. O. Box 263 
Cincinnati 1, Ohio. 


Dear Father Maestrini, 


I want to present a Chinese school, 
library or institution............ copies of the 
Life of Christ by Mauriac, at $1.00 per 
copy, or to have them distributed to 
Chinese non-Catholics. Enclosed find 





hicmneineiinnestete for this purpose. 
FRI ininsrsnensernmssunrenisrnenncimnnininatnelenssesiieabuing 
RMR cccrcermnnimmenmennes 
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NOVEMBER SELECTIONS 
THE THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 


You Can Change The World | 


Everybody talks about bringing Christ to the 
market-place—about really living a Christian 
life. Father Keller with his Christopher 
(Christ-bearer) movement has been doing 
something about it. Here is the complete 
story of the Christophers—but it is also a 
lively and entertaining guidebook, packed 
with anecdotes, showing how anyone can 
help make Christianity effective in this 
pagan world. 


The Seven Miracles Of Gubbio 


A Franciscan fable (by a Dominican), full of 
the enchantment of a medieval bestiary, with 
a droll style and a haunting lesson for every- 
one who reads it—from eighth grade up. A 
new paraphrase on the legend of Brother 
Wolf, who was made a citizen of Gubbio with 
the right to perform seven miracles in return 
for a good-conduct promise to St. Francis, it 
may well become the outstanding Christmas 
book of 1948. 


And it's not too late to receive our October selections now being acclaimed by critics and readers— 


Vision of Fatima, by Thomas McGlynn, O.P., the latest report on Fatima—filled with much new 
information and enlightening even to those who may believe they know the full story of Fatima. 


The Seven Storey Mountain, by Thomas Merton, the young trappist who has recently sky- 
rocketed into literary fame. An autobiography and a vivid panorama of civilization rushing to de- 


struction. 


Philosophy of Religion, a profound study of contemporary philosophies by a brilliant writer 
and an outstanding thinker, Msgr. Fulton J. Sheen . . . one of the important books of our time. 








THE THOMAS MORE BOOK SHOP, 220 W. Madison Street, Chicago 6, IIl. 


Enroll me in The Thomas More Book Club. I agree to buy not less than four books in a year. 
The purchase of four books qualifies me for the discounts you are to allow. You are to send Advance 
Descriptions of all Selections, and I may reject any of the books offered, so long as I buy four in a 


year. 


START my membership by sending both November books 


World . The Seven Miracles of Gubbio. 





NAME 


__. You Can Change the 
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AGE (if a minor) 





IF AN INSTITUTION, GIVE NAME HERE 


ZONE___STATE____ 





OCCUPATION. 
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